Democrats take lead ahea4 of etectioiis 


- Id a striking turnaboat, more U^. 


WASHINGTON (AFT) 

DOW favour seDdmg more DemoeraM allies of Preadra Bill 
Clinton to Congress than tbeir Rqniblican rivals, according to a 
rejosed Saturday. Rilly 40 per cent of those suive^ uo the 
^udc/CNN poO said diey would vote for a De m oc r atic ranH j d atf 
against 35 per cent for a Repnblicao candidate. Two weeks ago. 
the proportion was roi^y the opposite, mth 41 per cent of those 
PQUed saying they would vote for a Republican sgainst 35 percent 
m a DemocraL Mr. Clinton’s aroroval ratingoieaniriiile rfimimH 
to 48 per cent, with 40 per cent msaf^woraLTlie rise comes after 
mtecsrye can>|aigning by Mr. Cliiitoo for Democrats after a string 
of foreign pmiqr successes the White House made a point of 
ftressiiig during Mr. Clinton’s tour of die Mid^ which ended 
Satnrdiqr. The outcome of the Nov. 8 vote, in whidi the full 
435-seat House of Repremtadves, 35 of the 100 Senate seats and 
36 of SO state govemoiships are i^> for grabs, is key to the fate of 
fae second hau of Mr. G^ton's term. Kfid-tenn ewctioos usually 
bring bad news for the par^ repr e se nted in White House. 



An indepen Jenl Arab political daily pul 
■ iuJjVI Ok'^t^ll (jfi 


U.R. thiwrtmis Bosnians wHfc drsaikes 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — The DJ4. ftotecdcfn Force Stfurday 
warned B«snim army tioc^ co stop delliM U>N. posidons on 
hfoumlgmanandthreflAntedfotaUumrstciiBes. A statement pot 
out ^ the UNFROFOR Sarajevo sector command said the 


Bosnian government troops ha 
observation posts on Mount Igmai 
artfllery and mMtar fire. There wer 
observation posts or eexsonnel are c 
mortar the U.N. will nave no ahem 
from the North Atlantic TreaQr ( 
defaKe,” the statement said. Boenii 
launched a dawn attack on Bosnia 
zone (DMZ) on Tgmsn, despite assu 
Alija Izetbra^ that the MusHm-1 


iberaieiy” target 
iverlocri^ SsB^ 
) U.N. camalties. 
rdy taigetied by a 


IfUJ4. 
Defy or 
support 
in setf- 
atur^ 
harised 
esideBt 
hdiawD 
mment 


smaD mortars, located inside dieuMZ, to support t^ 
during sAkh diey bad ’’deliberaiely'’ taigened U.N. 
ODS posts near Javm^ valley, soi^ of ^man. the 
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House starts debate on peace 
treaty today after clearing snags 

Mosque violence mushrooms into lAF demand 
for 'means’ for voicing opposition to treaty 
Lawmakers approve reply to speech from the Throne 


By Gfaadeo’ Taher 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Satoidw posqxmed debate 
of the (uaii peace treaty with 
Israel as mamist deities 
won the House’s support for 
thmr demand that the oppori- 
tiOD’s freedom to express its 
views be guaranteed. 

The House demanded that 
die govermnent officially ex- 
plain its reasons for wanting 
die legisiature to address die 
treaty, which was presented 
as a draft law, with ui^n^. 

Official sources said the 
government met the de- 
puties’ demands after the ses- 
sion, althougb one offidal 
questioned Ae motives be- 
the House’s request be- 
cause ”we have plained 
those reasons many rimes 
already.” 

The reasons offered by the 
government were the speedy 
recovery of the Kin^lom’s 
rights in land and water, 
among others, an official 
source s^. 

The lepslatore vrill begin 
debate of the treaty today 
during a short session before 


deputies leave for the Royal 
Court to present the House’s 
response to the spirech from 
the Throne with which 
Majesty King Hussein 
opened the second ordinary 
session of Parliament last 
week. 

The House will refer the 
draft treaty to the Foreign 
Affairs Committee before it 
is on the floor. De- 

spite fierce opposition from 
Che Islamists, the treaty is 
expected to be ratified by the 
le^slatnre' with a strong 
majority. 

The tension that is ex- 
pected to characterise tte ^ 
bate of the treaty was obvious 
in Saturday’s session , which 
ended with a shouting match. 

Deputies argued over a 
statement adop^ ^ the 
House condemning violence 
in vAiefa an lAF lawmaker 
was slightly injnred after 
attacking the peace treaty in 
last Friday’s prayers sermon. 

lAF Deputy Bassam 
Omoush said the JdamUK 
objected to the failure of the 
.^tement to detail legal 
means available to the 
opposition to express its 
riews against the peace treaty 


the Kingdom signed with 
Israel on Wednesday. 

The 16-member lAF bloc 
in the House wanted the 
statement to emphasise the 
opposition’s right to hold ral- 
lies and strikes to protest' 
against the treaty while the 
statement only referred to 
freedom of expression in 
genera] terms. 

The Islamists finally 
their way after a late evenii^ 
meeting between lAF parlia- 
mentarians and centrist de- 
puties. The lawmakers 
amended tiie statement to 
meet the lAF deputies’ de- 
mands. 

Dr. Omoush told the Jor- 
dan Times the amen^ents 
did not contradict vriiat de- 
puties had agreed upon ear- 
Uer becanse they correspond 
with spirit of the ongioal 

statement” that was read out 
at parliament. 

The statement, which was 
read out to the House by 
Deputy Mohammad 
Daoudieh, decried Friday’s 
clashes at the Abu Horeira 
mosque and called for the 
establishment of a ocHunris^ 
sion to investigate and prose- 
cute those found responsible 


for the incident. 

”The House of Repre- 
sentatives expre^es sorrow, 
pain and condemnation” of 
the violence to which Deputy 
Abu Zant was subjected, tiie 
statemmit said. 

Deputy Abu Zant was 
taken to the King Hussein 
Nfedical Centre ancr suffer- 
mg minor injuries in clashes 
with worshippers and police 
after delivering a sermon 
against the Jordan-lsraei 
peace treaty. 

lAF Deputy Abdullah 
Akaileh acaised the seairity 
forces of complicity in the 
Friday violence, adding that 
the government was gag ging 
the opposition’s voice. 

Dr. Akaileh said the secur- 
ity forces watched as “instiga- 
tors” attacked Sheikh Abu 
Zant after he deliwred the 
anti-pe^ sermon. 

Interior Minister Salameb 
Hammad refuted th 
charges, saying that an inves- 
tigation in the incident has 
b^n launched. 

Mr. Hammad said Sheikh 
Abu Zant delivered the ser- 
mon after 16 youngsters. 

(Cootinued aa page 7) 
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Palestinian police 
release professor 

GA21A (R) — Palestinian 
police on Saturday released 
journalism professor at 
Gaza’s Islamic University 
arrested after he was allied 
to bave accused Jordim of 
treason, university sources 
aaid. Nash'at A1 Aktash was 
.'arrested after he used a lec- 
ture to oriticise the peace 
•treaty signed between Israel 
and Jordan on Wednesday, 
;the sources said. A student 
' ;recorded the lecture. Police 
^d roembeis of the Palesti- 
-nian self-iule authority were 
jHJt available for comment. 
Although the authority’s 
•leader, Yasser Arafat, wel- 
comed the Israel-Jordan trea- 
ty, he opposed the role it 
«ve to Jordan to supervise 
Muslim sites in Jerusalem, 
.‘Which Palestuuans want as 
the capital of a future state. 

Weizman to visit 
Xgypt for first time 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman wiU in 
e^y December beccwie the 
first Israeli head of state to 
visit Egypt, an authoritative 
source here Saturday. 
The source gave no predse 
date for the visit, whidi was 
to take place at the invitation 
of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. His predecessor 
Anwar Sadat made history 
when he visited occupied 
Jerusalem in November 1977, 
opening the way for Egypt to 
became the first Arab coun- 
try to make peace with Israel 
two years later. But Mr. 
Mubarak himself has not vi- ' 
sited the Jewish state since 
taking over in 1981 after 
Sadat was assassinated by 
Islamic militants. Mr. Wei^ 
man, vriio was defence minis- 
ter at the time, was a fervent- 
advocate of peace with Egypt 
in exchange for an Israeli 
withdrawal firom the Sinai 
under their 1979 treaty. 

Yemen says gang of 
saboteurs arrested 

ADEN (R) — Police in Ye- ■ 
men have arrested members 
' of a gang plotting to assassin- . 

•, ate semor government offi- 
' dais and attack vital inst^- 
tions, security sources said on 
Saturday. They told Reuters - 
gang members, rounded up 
over the past two da^ in the 
capital Sanaa, were targeting 
government offidals includ- 
mg the justice and forei gn 
a^is ministers, as well as 
senior members of the Islam- 
ist Islah party. It was not 
immediately dear why those i 
offidals were targeted. j 


Clinton: Israel- Jordan 
treaty is a crucial step 
for comprehensive peace 


WASHINGTON (Agendes) 
' — Retnnung home from a 
week of shuttle diplomacy in 
the Middle East, Prnident 
Bill Clinton on Saturday 
pledged an ongoing U.S. 
commitment to fostering 
peace in the region, declar- 
ing, “the peacemakers are 
the future.” 

Mr. Clinton, who spoke 
briefly at a White House 
arrivd ceremony, said the 
peace treaty signed between 
Israel and Jordan repre- 
sented “a cnidal step on the 
road to a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East.” 

And looking ahead to what 
remains to be done, he 
added: “The United States 
will continue to stand shoul- 
der to shoulder with those 
who seek the peace, with 
those who take risks for 
peace, with those who stand 
up for change in the face of 
terrorists and extremists who 
seek to destroy the peace by 
killing the innocenL” 

“They cannot, they must 
not. They will not succeed,” 


he said. “They are the past. 
Tlie peacemakers are the fu- 
ture.” 

After an overnight flight 
home from Saud Arabia, the 
final stop of his grueling five- 
day diplomatic trek, Mr. 
Clinton added anth a smile, 
“it’s been an exciting nip but 
it's great to be home.” 

The president made no re- 
ference to the mid-term elec- 
tions coming up in little more 
than a week, but he clearly 
had them in mind as he spoke 
about the need to “continue 
to work for renewal at 
home." 

“We've made a start in 
putting government on the 
side of ordinaty Americans," 
he said, echoing a frequent 
Democratic theme from the 
campaign trial. ”We must 
turn from the past and 
embrace the future.” 

In his weekly radio 
address, taped Friday before 
he left the Middle East, Mr. 
Ginton argued that new evi- 
dence of robust economic 
growth should convince 


Americans his policies repre- 
sent “the path to the future.” 
He delivered the address at 
the tactical assembly area 
Liberty in the desert outside 
Kuwait City. 

In Saudi Arabia. Mr. Oin- 
ton and Saudi King Fahd 
agreed that international eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iraq 
should not be lifted until 
Baghdad complies with the 
tenns of all the U.N. resolu- 
tions enaaed at the end of 
the Gulf war. 

The two leaders said in a 
communique anything short 
of that would only encourage 
the regime of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein “to con- 
tinue its aggressive policies 
and to flout the will of tire 
international community.” 

Mr. Ginton and King Fahd 
also condemned "terrorist” 
acts and and called for “wide- 
ning the circle of peacemak- 
ers” in the Middle East, an 
apparent reference to efforts 
to persuade Syria to strike a 

(Coutiinied on 7) 


Syria wants Israeli statement 
on withdrawal from Golan 


DAMASCUS (Agendes) — 
Syria again urged Israel on 
Saturday to commit itself to 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights in response to. 
Damascus’ declared willing- 
ness to normalise relations 
with the Jewish state. 

The official daily newspap- 
er Tishrin said Syria would 
not beg for peace but Syrians 
were concerned that Israel 
bad not made a public state- 
ment accepting a complete 
withdrawal from the (jolan, 
seized by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

“Until now, Israeli leaders 
have pven no sign of such a 
commitment. They are still 
talking about a phased with- 
drawal without even reveal- 
ing the time length of its last 
stage,” Tishrin said. 

“Such an Israeli position 
certainly raises the tes^s of 
the Syrian government and 
people.” 


Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad reiterated on Thursday 
after talks with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton in Damasr 
cus that Syria was ready to 
establish nonnal ties with 
Israel in return for full with- 
drawal from the Golan and 
South Lebanon. 

Syria’s three-year-old 
peace talks with Israel are 
stalled over withdrawal and 
future ties. 

Israel says it wanu norm^ 
relations including diplomatic 
ties, trade and an open bor- 
der before it reveals the ex- 
tent of a withdrawal. 

“It is unreasonable that 
Syria should offer full peace 
in return for partial with- 
drawal. Manoeuvres by Israel 
during the iittelementation of 
the fragile Oslo agreement 
(with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation) should te 
a alarm bell,’' Tishrin 
said. 


Syria has strongly criticised 
the peace deal between Israel 
and the PLO signed in 
Washington last year after 
secret talks in Oslo. The deal 
gave Palestinians limited self- 
rule in the Gaza Scrip and 
West Bank town of Jericho. 

“Raising doubts about 
Syria’s peaceful intentions 
no aim but to cover 
Israel's rejection of frill with- 
drawal from the Golan,” 
Tishrin said. 

In Moscow, sources said 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev is expected 
to hold talks in Damascus 
next week with President 
Assad. 

The sources said Mr. 
Kozyrev would “very prob- 
ably” travel to the Syrian 
capital Tuesday after attend- 
ing a three-day Middle East 


(Cootinoed on page 7) 


Government studying proposal 
to reduce customs duty on cars 


if a Jordan Udib Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is considering a propqs- . 
ai to reduce customs duties 
on small passenger vehicles 
as part of the Kingdom’s 
moves towards adjusting its 
customs tarifis to be compati- 
ble with international trade 
agreemems, informed sourcs 
said Saturday. 

Officials refused to confirm 
reports in the local press jiv- 
ing specific rates of reduction 
ba^ on engine sizes of pas- 
senger cars. They said the 
revi^ tariffs were not final- 
ised and 85 such none of the 
reports could be confirmed as 
accurate. 

However, other sources 
said the reports were based 
on a study prepared by the 
Ministry of Hnance and Cus- 
toms in response to an in- 
struction ftom the Prime 
\finistry. They said the stu^ 
was sent to the Prime Minis- 
try but that the full Council of 
Ministers did not have a 
chance yet to look at it. 


Finance Minister Sami 
Gammoh was also non- 
committal on specifics of the 
propo^. but be did confirm 
that the government was 
studying the issue. 

According to the local re- 
ports, the reduced customs 
duties would take effea 
either on Nov. 1 or on Jan. 1, 
but Mr. Gammoh declined to 
confirm this. 

“We are in the process of 
looking very closely at the 
whole range of issues related 
to customs duties on cars,”' 
Mr. Gammoh told the Jordan 
Times shortly before he left 
for Casablanca to attend the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca Economic Summit in the 
Moroccan dty. 

The minister implied that a 
decision could be announced 
as soon as be gets back from 
the Oct. 30-Nov. 1 Casablan- 
ca conference. 

According to the reports in 
the local press, the sti^ 
suggests ructions ranging 
up to 50 per cent on present 
tari% on passenger cars. 


The “recommendations,” 
the authentidty of whii^ 
could not be immediately 
established, suggiA. a uni- 
form 20 per cent diuies on 
cars used by the handicap- 
ped: 70 per cent and 60 per 
cent respectively for new and 
used cais of up to an engine 
size of 1,500 cc instead of the 
present 135 per cent and 115 
per cent; 90 per cent and SO 
per cent instead of the pre- 
sent 140 and 120 per cent for 
cars up to 2,000 cc; 110 per 
cent and 100 per cent instead 
of present and 180 per 
cent for cars up to 2,^ cc; 
130 per cent and 120 per cent 
instead of the present 230 and 
220 per cent for cars up to 
3,000 cc and 160 per cent and 
ISO per cent instead of toe 
present 320 per cent and 310 
per cent for cars with an 
engine size over 3,000 oc. 

Redudng customs duties 
on passenger cars import 
to the Jordanian maricet has 
been a long-standing quest of 
the U.S. Commerce Depart- 
ment, whid) has been com- 


plaining toe structure of 
Jordanian customs tariffs 
favoured smaller Japanese 
cars when oompaied with toe , 
large en^ne size American- 
ma^ vehicles. 

The Americans were lob- 
bying the Jordanian govern- 
ment to replace the customs 
duty structure based on en- 
gine size of toe vehicles to a 
system based on the actual 
^ce of toe vehicles. This 
would substantially benefit 
American manufacturers by 
making U.S.-made vehicles 
more oonipetitive in toe mar- 
ket. 

The propo^ reduction in 
customs duties will benefit 
American car exporters to 
Jordan to a limited extent in 
that toe reduced tariffs would 
mean bringiDg down the 
prices in general, thus aid- 
ing some of toe cheaper 
American-made vehicles 
witinn the readi of the aver- 
age car buyer in Jordan. 

With or without the Araer- 

(Coatomed oa page 7) 


Israeli settlers 
riot in Hebron 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — About 50 
armed Jewish settlers went 
on the rampage in the centre 
of Hebron on Saturday,- 
attacking Palestinians and 
todr shops with sticks and 
stones, witnesses said. 

Two Palestinians were 
slightly hurt and five shops 
were damaged, one said. 
Israeli troops intervened and 
arrested two settlers, liie 
Israeli army said it was check- 
ing the report. 

Earlier on Saturday, some 
3,000 settlers prayed outside 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- * 
TOR, closed by the army since ' 
the massacre of more than ^ 
Palestinians by a settler there 
in February, 

Israel and toe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
will tty to ^ve a new impetus 
to negotiations on extentong 
Palestinian self-ru|e when 
they hold talks on the side- 
lines of Middle East econo- 
mic forum in Casablanca in 
Sunday, 

Israeli Prime hfinister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres will 
assure their fellow Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Yasser 
Arafat that Wednesday’s 
Israel-Jordan peace treaty ' 
was not reached at the 
Palestinians' expense, a gov- 
ernment offidal said. 

They will also inform Mr. 
Arafat that they will soon end 
the closure of the West Bank 
and the self-rule Gaza Strip, 
which has left 70,000 Palesti- 
nian workers in Israel unem- 
ployed, the offidal added. 

The territories were closed 


off indenfinitely after a 
suicide bombing by Hamas 
on a Tel Aviv bus on Oct. 19 
which killed 23 people. 

. Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat 
last met on Sept. 25 at toe 
Erez crosring between Gaza 
and Israel, where they discus- 
sed the elections to an auton- 
omy coundl that will run dvil 
affairs in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

Negotiations in Cairo on 
the issue have made stow 
progress, with disagreement 
over toe powers of toe coun- 
dl and the size. The PLO 
wants it to act as a parlia- 
ment, while Israel insists on a 
small administrative body 
without full leglislative pow- 
ers, 

“Israel does not intend to 
go back on its commitments 
related to the self-rule agree- 
ment” signed with the PLO 
on September 1993, Mr. 
Peres told Israeli radio in 
Casablanca, Morocco. 

Mr. Rabin, however, said 
matters relating to security in 
the deal should be modified. 
“The agreement has contra- 
dictions and I know it will 
have to be correaed for it to 
be implemented. These 
changes are needed espedal- 
ly in the security area,” Mr. 
Rabin told toe Israeli daily 
Yedioc Abaranot. 

Mr. ^res said that Israel 
would try to brid^ toe gap 
with the Palestinians in the 
talks on toe autonomy coun- 
dl elections. 

The self-rule agr^ment 
provides for an Israeli rede- 
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Israel cautious on 
Mi(deast bank plan 


CASABLANCA (Agendes) 
— Israeli Hoance Minister 
Avrabam Shobat e iqaessed 
caution here Saturday about 
aprc^iosed Nfiddle East invest- 
ment bank to be discu^ed at 
the Casablanca economic 
summit. 

The bank with a capital of 
$10 billion was proposed by 
Israeli Foreign NGnister Shi- 
mon Peres to finance de- 
velopment in the region, and 
w^ backed by U.S. Presideat 
Bill Ginton dnring his Mid- 
dle East tour. 

But Mr. Shohgt said cer- 
tain conditions would have to 
be met to avoid the problems 
fadng the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Develop- 
niMt for Eastern Europe, on 
which it would be modelled, 

“Before setting up such a 
bank, it will bave to be stu- 
died very carefuily and 
cautionsly first,” the minister 
told AFP. 

“I do not want Israel to 
make a commitment, espe- 
dally to proriding capi^, 
before the study is com- 
plete.” 

Mr. Peres proposed that 
S500 million of toe bank's 
capital should be put up by 
Israel, the United States, 
Japan, toe European Union 
and Arab countries. 

But the finance minister, in 
this Moroccan dty for the 
economic summit opening on 
Sunday, feais Wasbington 
might dedna its ovm con- 
tribution to the bank from 
U.S. aid to Israel, worth J 3 
billion a year. 

Mr. Shobat added that a 
development bank was “not 
the only telution” to invest- 


ment in toe region. 

“We could use a different 
financial tool for examine,- 
such' as a joint frmd for ^d- 
dle East investment,” be 
said. 

A commitment to create a 
regionai bank is expected to 
be announced in a dedara- 
ticHi next Tuesday at the end 
of the Afiddle East and North 
Africa Economic Summit. 

“Even if there is a joint 
declaration at toe end of the 
summit, it will dien be neces- 
sary to check who will mak e 
financial contributions, who 
will direct the bank and what 
type Of loan it will give,” Mr. 
what said. 

De^te Mr. Ointon’s pub- 
lic backing last week, both on 
the Amman and Cairo legs of 
his regionai tour, Mr. Shohat 
said that Washington too had 
set conditions for the bank. 

The United States wants 
.tiie bank to be headed by an 
American for the first two 
years and to lend at market 
rather than concessional 
.rates, he said. 

More ^ 1,000 potitidans 
and businessmen from over 
SQ countries are taking part in 
toe Casablanca oonftrenoc, 
aimed at improving living 
conditions in toe Middle Bart 
and North Africa. 

It is the first time Israeli 
leaders and businessmen will 
5?™ *>™ so many 

■of their Arab counterparts. 

But Mr. Shohat warned 
*1“"® expectations 
or the forum. 

“Tl^ will certainly be no 

iminedUte concrete 
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Turkish trucks 
pour into Iraq, 
ease sanctions 


BAGHDAD — Truck 
traffic between Turkey and 
Iraq is booming despite a 
four-year U.N. embargo on 
Iraq.* Turkey’s charge d’af- 
faires in Baghdad said on 
Saturday. 

The diplomat. Saadi Calis- 
lar. reacting to a story in a 
local news^per. told Reu- 
ters up to 700 Turldsh trucks 
were crossing into Iraq daily. 
But be said these carried only 
hamanitarfan supplies and 
did not \*iolate U.N. sanc- 
tions for Iraq's inv'asion of 
Kuwait in 19W. 

The official Iraqi press has 
been portraying the growing 
traffic as si^alling Western 
ally Turkey's impatience with 
the embargo against its 
neighbour and trading pan- 
ner 

A report in the gON'em- 
ment c^ly A1 Jumhouriya 
quoting Mr. Calislar said on 
Saturday hundreds of trucks 
were entering Iraq from Tur- 
key daily, carrying food and 
medicin^ in renini for Iraqi 
diesel. 

It quoted the diplomat as 
saying he expected the num- 
ber of trucks doing trade with 
Iraq to more than double 
from up to 700 now to about 
I.S00 soon. 

“W’e shall not succumb to 
.American pressure and con- 
tinue cooperating with Iraq." 
the paper quoiecTMr. Calislar 
as saying. 

But when contacted by 
Reuters. Mr. Calislar said: 
"That is not a statement I 
have given. It is a misquota- 
tion. 

On the newspaper'ss figure 
of up to 700 Turkish trucks 
entering Iraq daily, Mr. 
Calislar said: "That is correct. 
That is known." But he said 
the trucks only carried huma- 
nitarian supplies permitted 
under the stiff regime of 
U.N. sanctions. 

Mr. Calislar said Turkey 
looking forward to he 
day sanctions will be lifted to 
resume its once lucrative 
trade. 

Turkey was a s key ally of 
the American-led military 
coalition that ejected Iraq'i 
troops from Kuwait in the 
1991 Gulf wtir. 

But both officials and 
businessmen in Turkey say 
their country is hurting badly 
from the huge loss of re\'enue 
as a result of the prolonged 
sanctions. 

Turkey says sanctions have 
crippled the economy of its 
southeastern region, mainly 
inhabited a resti\*e ethnic 
Kurdish minority. 


Official statistics show that 
Iraq imported goods, mainly 
from 'Turkey’s southeast, 
worth S2-S2.5 billion yeaziy 
before sanctions. Ankara 
also recen'ed about S300 mil- 
lion a year in transit fees fram 
Iraq’s oil exports through its 
territory. 

Turkish goods are visible in 
Iraq, including Bagdad mar- 
kets where Turkish mes, 
batteries and spare parts are 
prominent among offier Tur- 
kish products on display. 

Turkish trade with Iraq is 
conduaed through Western- 
protected Kurdish rebels in 
northern Iraq, who control 
about 100 kilometres of the 
highway on the Iraqi side. 

how of Turkic trucks 
looks certain to benetic the 
economy of the area, which is 
hit by double sanctions — 
from 'the Iraqi government 
and the United Nations. 

Turks have paid transit 
fees to Kurds in the past and 
the levies are believe to be 
continuing. 

Residents in the northern 
Iraqi dty of Mosul, where the 
Turkish curks unload, report 
big falls in prices of some 
foodstuff. A resident con- 
tacted by telephone said 
sugar and flour were plentiful 
in the dty and sold at a third 
of their price in Bagdad. 

Mosul residents said Tur- 
kish truckers fixed extra 
tanks to their vehicles which 
they filled with cheap Iraqi 
petroleum products at a de- 
pot north of the dty. 

Mosul is Iraq's second 
largest dty. 400 kilometres 
north of Baghdad. 

Iraq on Friday called on 
France to open an interests 
section in Baghdad without 
delay to improve relations. ^ 
follo'wing the recent crisis i 
over Iraqi troops movements : 
dose to Kuwait. I 

Khaled A1 Rashid Al Jana- I 
bi, an advisor to President 
Saddam Hussein, told AFP 
the crisis eariv in ‘October, 
when Iraqi troop movements 
led to feats that Baghdad was 
about to invade Kuwait for a 
second time, should “encour- 
age and not slow down tiie 
establishment of such rela- | 
tions” with France. 

“The absence of ways of 
exchan^g points of view in 
this deUcate period between' 
the Iraqi leadership and 
France is regrettable,” Mr. 
Janabi said. “We hope that , 
an early solution can be j 
found.” I 



Barzani seeks reconstruction aid 


SALAHUbDIN. Iraq (R) — 
Kurdish leader Massoud Bar- 
zani said on Friday that west- 
ern agencies had to become 
involved in reconstruction if 
the autonomous Kurdish re- 
gion in northern Iraq were to 
sustain itself. 

"The main problem is the 
economic situation, as we 
have inherited a destroyed 
country.'* Mr. Barzani said in 
an interview. 

“If relief programmes are 
not changed to reconstruc- 
tion programmes, we alone 
cannot solve the problems,” 
said Mr. Barzani. leader of 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP). 

The party shares power 30- 
50 with Jalal Talabani's Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) in the administration 
of Kurdish-controlled north- 
ern Iraq, a zone above the 
36th Parole! guarded by U.S. 
and allied airpower. 

“We ihMk them (aid agen- 
des). but their programmes 
axe still relief progiammesi*',. 
he said. "If they change... to 
reconstruction and develop- 
ment programmes, then we 
may be able to stand on our 
own feet in two years.” 

Several aid agencies, in- 
ducfin| U.N. groups and the 
Turkish Red Crescent Socie- 
ty. have moved into northern 
Iraq since 1991. when the 
Western allies set up a safe 
haven in order to protect the 
Kurdish population from Ira- 
qi government forces: 

But pledges of donations 
from Western countries have 


been on the wane and re- 
sources are spread thinly, 
providing only bare essen- 
tials. 

"Our own focus now is 
concentrated on reconstruc- 
tion of villages in order to 
improve people's lives and 
establish factories,” Mr. Bar- 
zani said. 

The democratic experi- 
ment in the north of Iraq was 
dealt a blow in May and again 
in August, when clashes 
broke out between KDP and 
PUK forces. 

A ceasefire was agreed in 
August, in part through 
mediation by the Iraqi 
National Congi^ (INC), the 
umbrella opposition group 
challenging Baghdad. 

But leading ^iiticians. in- 
cluding Kosrat Rasoul. 
chosen as prime minister af- 
ter Kurdish elections, believe 
many problems remain for 
the administration, in power 
for two-ond-a-half years. 

“An import,ant reason for 
the fighting to break out was' 
the duality of decision- 
making, with Talabani and 
Barzani making decisions 
outside of government and 
parliament," said Mr. 
Rasoul. 

"This reason still remains. 

I have asked them to come 
into parliament, with one 
heading parliament and the 
other heading the govern- 
ment.” he said. "I wish they 
would do this tomorrow.” ’ 

Mr. Barzani said he did not 
know whether he w'ould take 
up RasouTs offer. 


"Elections will solve the 
problem. They must take 
place,” he said, adding that 
polls should pose no threat to 
neighbouring countries who 
fear they are anoAer step 
toward a Kurdish state. 

The KDP and tiie PUK 
have been unable to agree on 
elections so fv, and the sum- 
mer's clashes Either under- 
mined any such move. Parlia- 
ment's term ends next May 
but there is no evidence of 
concrete steps to begin elec- 
tion preparations. 

The Kurdish government 
in north Iraq says it cannot 
conduct the census necessary 
to hold proper polls without 
U.N. help. 

Already, the local popula- 
tion is nervous that the Un- 
ited Nations might end its 
embargo against Baghdad, 
imposed for the 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

The massing of Iraqi troops 
near the Kuwaif'Gorder ear-" 
Her - this month and the 
strong response by^ Washing- ' 
"ton' and its allies — "reassured^ 
local Kurds that the Western 
powers and the embargo 
would be with them for some 
time yet. 

However, Mr. Barzani be- 
lieves the Kurdish-controlled 
north remains under serious 
threat from the government 
of President Sadd^ Hussein 
in Baghdad, making the re- 
gion heavily dependent on 
West for humanitarian 
aid and military protection. 

"Saddam is a threat to the 
weak, not the strong,” Mr. 
Barzani said. 


Tehran warns Washington against tightening sanctions 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran luu. 
cautioned President Bill Clin- 
ton against pusl^g for titt- 
er sanctions against it, saying 
three previous U.S. adminis- 
trations bad tried but failed 
to tame the anti-American 
regime through such press- 
ure. 

Responding to efforts by 
the United States and Israel 
to isolate Iran for its staunch 
opposition to Arab-Israeli 
peace, the state-nm Islamic 
Republic News i^ency 
(IRNA) said Mr. Clinton 
should understand that times 
had dianged. 

“Clinton continues to re- 
peat the errors of his prede- 
cessors, not knomng 
that hte own situation for 
perpetuating Washington’s 
past polides in that respect 
are less ea^ than they were 
for his predecessors,” IRNA 
said in a lengthy dispatch late 
Thursday. 

The agen^ said Iran “is 
now in better shape” than 


before. Washington’s efforts 
to isolate it econonucally and 
diplomaticaDy are doomed to, 
^ure, it added. 

Despite Iran's outward 
show of confidence, there is 
unease about U.S. intentions 
against iL 

Iran has long opposed the 
presence of U.S. forces in the 
region. It blasted the United 
States for beefing up its 
forces in the Gulf after Iraq 
massed up to 80,000 troora, 
induding two divisions of me 
elite Republican Guard, near 
the Kuwaiti border earlier 
this month. 

On Thursday, Iran hinted 
for the first time that it saw 
those forces as a threat 
against its own security. 

' *'Wfao are they tiireatening 
and who do they want to 
scare? Th^ entered the re- 
gion on the pretext of Iraq, 
but despite Iraq’s capitula- 
tion they still remain in the 
Persian Gulf,” said spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali 


“^th an iron fist” Iran 
would smadi any aggressor, 
he said during a visit to a 
shrine in southern Iran. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
diak Rabin said “Muslim ter- 
ror” led by Iran was the 
“enemy of peace.” He called 
on Qinton .to “stand at the 
head of the fight against this 
murderous terrorism.” 

Iran, which offidally vows 
to annihilate Israel and 
“liberate all of Palestine,” 
criticised Jordan for signing a 
peace treaty with Israel in a 
ceremony Wednesday 
attended by Mr. Ointon. 

On Monday, U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher singled out Iran as “the 
world’s most significant spon- 
sor of terrorism.” He c^d 
on U.S. allies to curtail their 
economic dealings with 
Tehran. 

“The threats by Washing- 
ton against Iran, and its 
on its allied nations to reduce 


political and economic rela- 
tions with Iran to a minimum 
are not new,” said IRNA. 

It warned that Iran was 
now less dependent on fore- 
ign countries, therefore 
Washington’s “choice to res- 
tage that same scenario” of 
economic sanctions was 
“markedly ill-timed." 

The United States severed 
ties with Iran after militants 
stonned die U.S. embassy in 
Tehran IS years ago and held 
52 Americans hostagb for 444 
days. 

Ever since, Washington 
has officially maintained an 
economic embargo against 
Iran. In recent years, howev- 
er, the U.S. resolve has slip- 
ped. It is Iran’s fourth-largest 
trade partner, with most busi- 
ness being conducted through 
third countries. 

This year the Iranians suc- 
ceeded in rescheduling more 
than SIO billion in foreign 
debts. Germany, Japan and a 
string of other European 


countries ignored U.S. objec- 
tions to giving Iran some 
badly needed breathing 
room. 

The rescheduling of the 
debts, said IRNA, was Iran’s 
guar^tee of continued eco- 
nomic ties with Eun^ and 
Japan, and “a trump card 
Iran has in its deah'ng with 
the United States on tiie in- 
ternational scene.” 

At home, however, the 
Iranian economy is in the 
doldrums and the govern- 
ment is flailing. It has stop- 
ped short of officially 
announcing an austerity 
programme. But imports 
have been slashed and bard 
current remains in short 
supply. 

Last September, Mr. Clin- 
ton tightened the screws on 
Iran by extracting a promise 
from Rusaa, Iran’s largest 
arms suppliers, to cease 
weapons sales to Tehran once 
existing contracts have been 
honour^. 


Palestinian 

cleric 

assails 

Clinton 

GAZA CITY (AP) — In a 
sermon at Gaza’s largest 
mosque, a leading Muslim 
cleric attacked President 
Qinton Friday for his strong 
campaign against Islamic 
militants. 

“Clinton aggressively 
attacked Islam in the land of 
Islam,” Ismail Hanieh told 
more than 6,(XX) worshippeis 
in Palestine Mosque in Gaza 
Qty. 

He charged that Mr. Oin- 
ton was "using every means 
and policy to contain a creep- 
ing Islam... no superpower, 
whatever its strength or milit- 
ary might, no international 
media campaign can defeat 
or uproot Islam.” 

"This war is led’ by the 
head of the international 
state of aggression, the state 
of international colonialism, 
the United States, and its 
Resident Qinton who came 
10 Arab capitals and Pales- 
tine and attacked the Islamic 
movement,” Hanieh said. 

During his three days in 
Jordan and Israel. Mr. Clin- 
ton repeatedly criticised the 
militant Islamic movements 
waging attacks against Mid- 
dle East efforts to nndermine 
the agreements between 
Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel and Jordan. 

"We must stand against 
terror as strongly as we stand 
for peace, for without an end 
to terror there can be no 
peace.” Mr. Clinton told 
Israel's parliament Thursday. 
“Sometimes they pretend to 
act in the name of God and 
country, but their deeds 
violate their own reiigjous 
faith and make a mocker)' of 
any notion of any honourable 
pairiodsm.” 

The militant Hamas move- 
ment claimed responsibility 
for three anacks in Israel this 
month, including a bus 
.bp.mbing in Tel, Aviv that 
killed 22 people and a Palesti- 
nian suicide bomber. 

Mr. Hanieh’s remarks re- 
fined a bitterness felt by 
many Palestinians over being 
virtually ignored during Mr. 
Qinton’s Middle East tour. 
Mr. Clinton met PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat in Egypt, but 
made no stops in Gaza or any 
ocher PaJestiniaD turf. 

Mr. Arafat himself lashed 
out again at the Israel-Jordan 
peace treaty signed in Mr. 
Ointon's presence Wednes- 
day, during a speech at 
Gaza Ci^'s Katibeh Mosque. 

Palestinians are angiy that 
Israel recognised Jordan’s 
historic responsibility for 
holy sites in Jertisaiem, a dty 
demanded by Palestinians as 
capital of a would be state. 

Alluding to the con- 
troversy which reportedly led 
Mr. Clinton to cancel a plan- 
ned visit to Jerusalem holy 
sites, Mr. Arafat said that 
showed 'the degree of the 
cruelty of the battle that we 
are waging for Jerusalem.” 

“Al Quds,” he added, "is 
the capital of the Palestinian 
state regardless of those who 
like it or dislike it. We have 
to maintain the Palestinian- 
ism of Jerusalem, and its holy 
Islamic and Christian 
shrines.” 

*nie crowd of about 1,(X)0 
at the mosque, applauded 
him by shouting, "God is 
great.” 

Mr. Arafoc's top negotiator 
with the Israelis, Nabil 
Shaath, bemoaned Israel’s 
closure of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, which denies tens 
of thousands of Palestinians a 
livelihood by preventing | 
them from reporting to jobs 


I Clinton gives Syria 
new hope for peace 


OUNEITRA, Syria (AP) — 
For two decades, Syrian 
Television r^sinoan Khalil 
Amra shunned his rued 
home in this Golan Heights 
ghost town, which the Israelis 
destroyed after capturing it 
fiom Syria. 

But be was back Friday, a 
day after President Bill Clin- 
ton’s visit to Syria — the first 
by a U.S. preadent in 20 
years — sowed new seeds of 
hope for a peace settlement. 

“We expea it will give the 
peace process a for- 

ward.” Mr. Amra said, gaz- 
ing out over barbed coils and 
a mine field at a lush Israeli 
settlement and mouniaintop 
military surveillance post. 
“We hope there will be 
peace.” 

Mr. Qinton visited Syria 
during a six-country Mideast 
tour that included the signing 
of a peace treaty between 
Israel and Jordan. Only Syria 
and Lebanon, which is back- 
ed by Syria, have not made 
peace nith their Israeli neigh- 
bour. 

But after talks with Mr. 
Qinton in Damascus. Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
promised to work for a peace 
that enables “both Arabs and 
Israelis to live in security, 
stability and prosperity.” 

Progress in the negotia- 
tions hinges on the ^lan 
Hc^its, itidi Isad sdzed m the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. Syria 
wants it all back, but Israel 
first wants to be sure Svria’s 


longtime ruler means vriiK he 

says. 

Oaneitra was di’wnnffrtierf 
in 1974 by Israeli foots « 
they with drew after the pie- 
viotis year's October wa. 
The Syrian gpvernmeat has 
preserved the ru bbtea ppaa- 
ment to IsraeTs OLCupaUuaof 
the Golan. 

Government gsides 
brought journalists hmfor a 
visit, as they fxequesdy do. 
The bulks of concrete rubble 
under the shade of Qnneftia’s 
eucalyptus trees are also a 
touris attraction — pan of 
Mr. Assad’s crusade to en- 
sure his pcopie don’t forget 
their land was seized ad is ' 
still held by the Israelis, 

He succeeded. Peace with 
Israel will now be all the 
more difficult to seR at home 
after decades portraying the 
Israelis as rsthless occupiers. 

''If^yoccuf^’myaxnit^ i 
then I DUist hate them.*' said 
Doha Al Taki. chsfxronii^ 
elementary school students 
on a class trip "to see what 
the occupiers did.” 

Mr. Amra. seated on tlu 
rear bakony of the onfy op& 
cafe in town — it offers an 
unrivalled view of the Golan 
Heights — said he looks for- 
ward to the day he can re- 
build wfaat was once “one of 
the richest dries in Syria.” 

“If there is peace. I wit! be 
back with all my diiidren,” 
said Mr. Amra. who has 11 of 
them. 


Israelis say Clinton 
brought nothing new 


: OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — After mulling over 
the message President CUn- 
ton brought from Syria,. 
Israeli offidals on Friday con- 
duded that it contained little 
new. 

Mr. Qinton and Seaetary 
of State Warren Christopher 
apparently “are of the opin- 
ion that there has in fad t^n 
movement," said govem- 
: ment spokesman Uri Dromi. 

I “But we have already beard 
I all ffiose things he (Assad) 

I said.” 

Israel bad expected that as 
a gesture to Mr. Clinton, Mr. 
Assad would make conces- 
sions for peace with Israel. 

But Mr. Assad was vague, 
the offidals said. ”We did not 
hear any expUdt words from 
Assad” about his vision of 
peace, said Mr. Dromi. 

Even Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, who appeared 
willing on Thursday to give 
Mr. Qinton and Mr. Assad 
the benefit of the doubt, 
sounded plaintive in an inter- 
view with the mass drcula- 
tion Yedioth Ahronoth Fri- 
day. 

' “I am not sure what Syria 
sees in peace, I am not sure 
'when they are prepared to 
make iK>rmalisation with us. 
if at all,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Qinton insisted Thurs- 
day night that Mr. As^ 
“went beyond any^ng he 
said before” on making peace 
with Israel. “He made some 
statements in our private con- 
versations about the details 
of this process which I would 
be wrong to discuss,” Mr. 
Qinton told reporters press- 
ing for details. 

Some Israeli newspapers 
were scq)ticaL 

They said Mr. Clinton 
failed to ^t Mr. Assad to 
agree to meet with Mr. Rabin 
or to raise the talks ffom 
ambassador to foreign minis- 
ter level. 

The daily Haaretz, howev- 
er, said Mr. Assad told Mr. 
Clinton he was willing to 
accept an Israeli withdrawal 
period from the Golan 
Heights that would last lon- 
ger than the one year it -had 


demanded until now. 

But Israeli offidals sad 
that before discussing any de- 
tails of withdrawal they want 
to hear Mr. Assad spell out i 
his acc^ance of a peace 
treaty with trade, open bar- | 
dersanddipiotnaric relations. | 
Syria wants Israel to aeree I 
to a full withdrawal before I 
normalisation can be discus- ' 
sed. 4 

**He knows we are wililog 
to condua a significant with- 
drawal — he heard this from 
Rabin, from the Americans. 
It’s now time that be fin his 
pan of the deal.” said Mr. 
Dromi. 

Mr. Rabin told Yedioth: 
"Even if I would declare a 
fliU withdrawal. I am not 
certain that there would be 
an agreement.” 

Still, Mr. Rabin and his 
aides advised patience, and 
President Ezer Weizman 
said: “Z think we shouldn't 
stand with a stopwaicff.” 

Mr. Weizman said in an 
interview on Israel Radio 
that Mr. Assad must under- 
stand that Israelis are getting 
tired of waiting. 

“I told him (Qinton)... 
that Assad does not talk to 
the people and until he 
understands this, things will 
not foil into place.” Mr. 
Weizman said. 

Israel was disappointed 
that Mr. Assad did not use 
his joint news conference 
-with Mr. Qinton in Damas- 
cus on Thursday to dearly 
condemn ^''terrorism.” f 
Palestiniais also were up- 
set, because their probtems 
barely surf^ in speeches by 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Clinton 
to the Israeli parliament ' 
Thursday night. 

“I think that perhaps 
Rabin can ignore (Palestinian 
iea^ Yasser Ar^t) but he 
can’t make him disappear,” 
said Ahmad Tibi, one of Mr. 
Arafot's top lieutenants. 

Mr. Rabin will meet Mr. 
Arafat on Sunday in Casath 
lanca. Morocco, where Israel 
is taking part in a first-ever 
conference on Mideast eco- 
nomic development. 
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^ Omaiij Spalii and Indonesia 

^yii congratelate Jordan on treaty injuSTin 

Japan pledges continued assistance • road 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
King Hossein Satur- 
day received a telqriione call 
£roa] Sahan Qaboos of Oman 

congratuladag him on the 


gpung of the peace treaty 
widi Israel last Wednesday, 
die Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 

Saltan Qaboos and the 
|Tm g exchanged views over 
die general situation in the 
Mioa and Omani- Jordanian 


a caQ TOm King Juan Carios 
of Spain congratulating him 
oa the signing of the- 
Joidanian-Isi^ii peace trea- 
.tf, according to Petra. 

.Ihe Spanish monarch ex- 
pittsed hope that the Jorda- 
fltao people would reap the 
hots of peace, and vnsitted 
the Cngdom further progress 

aad prmperity under the 
leadecship of King Hussein, 
die a^en^ said. 

hidonesia, current chair- 
_nianjof the 111-member Non- 
AUgDed Movement, has wel- 
comed the peace treaty 
agned between Jordan and 
Israel last Wednesday. 

**lbe government of In- 


donesia warmly welcomes tiie 
peace treaty betw^n Jordan 
and Israel... which ends more 
than 46 years of hostilities 
between uie two countries,** 
the foreign ministry said in a 
statement made available on 
Saturday. 

Indonesia hoped the agree- 
ment would push all parties 
in “ttie Arab-lsnieti prob- 
lem’* towards a complete 
peace settlement, it sam. ' 

Indonesia, the world*s 
larged Muslim country, has 
DO diplomatic relations with 
Israel. 

A statement issued by the 
chief cabinet secretary of the 
government of Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama said: 

“Japan heartily welcomes 
the signing of a pea^ treaty 
by Israel, and Jordan, and 
regards it as one of the pillars 
for peace and stability in the 
Middle East. Japan highly 
values the eribrts made by 
the two parties in achieving 
the signing of the treaty a^r 
their active engagement in 
the peace negotiawns of the 
ongoing peace process.*' 

A statement from the 
embassy of Japan in Amman 


quoted the secretary as 
saying: 

“Japan has consistently 
maintained that a just, lasting 
and compreheosive peace in 
the Midme should be 
achieved, based on United 
Nations Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338. Japan 
sinreiely hopes fea* the nego- 
tiations bemreen Israel and 
Syria and those between 
Imael and Lebanon will make 
progress as soon as possible, 
given an impetus by the re- 
cent achievemenL** 

It added that “Japan in- 
tends to continue its assist- 
ance for the peace process by 
urging peace e^rts by the 
parties concerned, by partici- 
pating in tbe multilateral . 
negotiations, and by extend- i 
tng economic assistances to 
the Palestinians and to tbe i 
regional countries." | 

Tbe government of Chile 
congratulated Jordan on the 
peace treaty sayii^ that this 
step manifests the will of 
peace and cooperation of the 
governments of Israel and 
Jordan, according to a state- 
ment ^m the embassy of 
Chile in Jordan. 


University students march 
in support of peace treaty 


accident UNR WA staff send cable of support to King 


DEFcMefrefetes claims 
^ that must borrowers default 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director 
' oftbeDevelopmem and£m- 
' illlil pioyineat Fund (DEF) All 
lad^u has refuted claims 
the majority of people 

1 nrfao bad received loans from •. 
^ his office to start a business 

were unable to pay back the 
' loans. 

In an interview with tbe 
-Sawt Al Shaab daily Satur- 
■■■' day. Jaddou said 80 per cent 
• of the projects for which 
; ; loans were granted have been 
. reported to be operating suc- 
CNsfiilly, and it was esti- 

2 ^ the 

‘ borrowers have been re-;' 
- paying the loans regularly 

umahnents. 

‘*We charge a 6.5 per cent 
bank interest on the loans we 
. .. ofer to heads of families and 
. - others starting a business, 
and the loan ceiling is JD 
20,000," said Mr. Jaddou. 

The DEF director was re- 
sponding to claims by fanners 
^ sheep breeders who said 
. . Aat they had lost their herds 
in floods and other disasters 
. and were unable to pay back 
r. their debts. 

; Tbe paper, which quoted 
f . . Kveral fanners as complain- 
J; ing about tbe situation, said 
ooe of the beneficiaries of the 
DEF loans, Faeq Moham- 


mad Muhsen, the head of a 
14-member family, was origi- 
nally a farmer and had bor- 
rowed JD 8,000 and bought 
equipment, including a ce- 
. ment mixer, to begin a small 
scale construction business. 
Mr. Muhsen ssud he has not 
done well and was not earn- 


repaymem of his loan and not 
enough to feed his family. 

Mohammad Samman told 
Sawt Al Shaab that he had 
borrowed JD 3000 to start a 
poulav farm and was re- 
quired to make repayment 
instalments of JD S4 a, 
month. But -he said that the 
project failed as a result of 
high production costs and 
animal feed prices. 

Mr. Jaddou said the DEF, 
which was established in 1992 
to grant loans to heads of 
families, usually studies each 
and every project and asks 
for a guarantor or a sponsor 
to ensure that the borrower 
.will pay back the loan. 

He said the DEF does not 
have a policy of writing off 
any debt, but could resche- 
dule the payments for those 
who face severe circumst- 
ances. 

So far, he said, the DEF 
has granted loans to l,4(X) 


projects run by individuals, 
and the total loans amount to 
JD 7,248.330. He added that 
these projects created 3,416 
new jobs. 

The DEF also granted JD 
1,046 million in loans to 31 
projects carried out by 
groups of beneficiaries, creat- 
ing ^ new jobs, said Mr. 
Iz^doiL 

He said the projects are in 
farming, tourism, handicraft 
work, livestock, poulrey 
farming and others, and the 
loans were granted directly to 
the beneficiaries or through : 
tbe Queen Alig Fund , for 
Social Development (QA)^ 
with which theDEF has been 
cooperating in granting loans 
and in assessing projects. 

Mr. Jaddou said ^at be- 
nefidaries are usually gradu- 
ates of universities or voca- 
tional centres who are unem- 
ployed and who wish to start 
a business, or heack of Emi- 
lies and farmers who want to 
begin a family business like a • 
store or a farm. 

Referring to unsuccessful 
projects, Mr. Jaddou said the 
DEF has found that most of 
them meet this fate because 
their owners fail to give suffi- 
dent attention to tbe business 
or entrust their business to 
unskilled persons. 


King congratulates Turkey 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sdn Saturday sent a cable to Turkisb Presi- 
deot Suleiman Demirel expressing good 
Irishes on Turkey’s natiom^ day. He wi^ed 
preadent continued happiness and the 
people further progi^ and prosper- 
ity. 


■ 1^‘AN (Petra) — Her Royal Hi^mess 
Ragma Saturday visit^ Maan and 
Aqaba to attend meetings by local women's 
who fmmed committees whidi take 
* PptQ the activities of the Jordanian National 
wwmittee far Women. Addressing the meet- 
ngg in Ma’an, the Princess said that the 
' Bnoonttees were needed to help cater to the 
of women, promote their status and 
^st Aem in achieving their aspirations. “We 
Mve a long way to go and we have to work 
l*®rd to overcome the difficulties*' said Prin- 

teachers start 5-day workshop 

(Petra) — One hundred teachers 
^iBrday started a workshop at the (^een 
Zct AJ Sharaf Complex to discuss compre- 
education. C&ganised by tbe United 


Nations Children’s Bind (UNICEF) in coop- 
eration with the Ministry of Edocation, the 
five^iay workshop will discuss various activi- 
ties for school children inside the dassrooms 
as well as vocational work and new trends in 
training students. 

RSCN teams begin wildlife surveys 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Sodety for 
the (^nservation of Nature (RSCN) Saturday 
said that its teams of experts and reseaicfaers 
working in cooperation with researdieis from 
tbe Jordan University of Sdence and Technol- 
ogy (JUSTO ^ currently conducting field 
surveys at Dana and Wadi Araba areas. Their 
task, said a sodety statement, is to determine 
tbe type and number of manunak that used to 
live in tbe two areas, whidi also were borne to 
tbe Arab tiger and the desert fox. Tbe 
five-month survey is financed by the World 
Bank. 

NMC Student to play in Cairo festival 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is taking pan in a 
mosic festival to open in Cairo cm Tuesday. 
, S af^h ^wfrirn Maraqa, a student at the National 
Music Conservatory of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), will take part in ^e 
festi^, playing the Qanoun, an Arab string 
instrument. 


mgMA’fgg € 5 mBBG ON 


fTAUAN FILM E^TiVAL 


canned ii Ladro di Bfix&ouu tsioieD v.au- 
. dren) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 5:(M) 

P-m. 

4^ Hha Qo Rngiic i*) entitled Sole .\ncfie Di 

Nooe** (The Son Even by Night) at tbe 
Cultural Centre at 8H10 p.m. 


FILM 

* ^ entitled "Dawn of the Dead" at the 
AneiiGan Center at 5:00 p.m. (No one 
dialer seventewi will be admitted'i. 


j ^ Pky fgr children (in Arabic) entitled 
s 4dtoya Abn Al Ajab" (Strang Stories) at 
I the Royal Cidtiuul Centre at 5:00 p>m. 


exhibitions 


'A A exhibitioD of “PoUuted City — 

tbe Moniunents*’ at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre. , 

•ir Exhibitioa of ofl paintings by Iman Khaled 
and Fawzi Rasoui at Baladoa Art GaOery. 
Art exhibition by OUa Bseiso and an 
exhibition of Arabic calligraphy at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

■tr Exhibidoaortextilesartistyaiuipatchworic 

by Tuulikki Baddadin at tbe Gallery lo- 
cated at the Jordan InCer.Continental 
Hotel. 

■tfr Exhibition entitled -'Spanish Modern En- 
graving and Multiplied Sculpture" at the 
Jordan National Gallery, Jabal Laweibdeb 
(Tel. 630128). 

* Tbe First Computer Art Exhibition in the 
Arab World al Ain Art Gallery. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Eleven 
people were injured in a 
road accident on tbe Queen 
Alia International Airport 
highway late Friday even- 
ing, according to the Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) Saturday. 

A CDD official said that 
the passengers injured were 
on a public transport bus, 
heading towards Amman, 
which overtook another car 
agd hit an oncoming steam 
roller. 

The official said that 
most of the injured suffered 
bruises and fractures but 
were not in serious condi- 
tion. The injured were 
transported by ^D men 
to Al Bashir government 
hospital in Amman, except 
for Khadfer Jaffer a passen- 
ger who was described as 
being in serious condition 
who was transported to the 
King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre for treatment. 

Meanwhile, the Public 
Security Department (KD) 
said in a report published 
Saturday that 23-year-old 
man identified only as 
M.M.A.. from the Prince 
Rasbed disrria of Amman, 
shot and killed himself. Ihe 
public prosecutor and a 
team fr'om the criminal 
laboratory at the PSD were 
investigating the case. The 
body was taken to Ai 
Bashir Hos^utal for auto- 
psy. 

The PSD said that AI 
Bashir Hospital also treated 
a 43-year-old man, identi- 
fied as A.M.A., who was 
reported to have swollen a 
large amount of pills in a 
suicide attempt. 

The PSD said the man 
was in serious condition and 
could not be questioned by 
the police who are holding 
an investi»tion. 

The PSD said over the 
past 48 hours a total 19 
people received treatment 
at hospitals in Amman, 
Aqaba, Zarqa and Salt, 11 
of whom suffered from food 
poisoning. Nine of the food 
poisoning cases were in 
Aqaba, treated at Princess 
Haya Al Hussein Hospital. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Students 
at tbe University of Jordan 
Saturday staged a march in 
support of the Kingdom's 
peace treaty with Israel 
signed last Wednesday. 

Raising placards, some 
bearing portraits of His 
Majesty Kng Hussein, about 
3,000 students marched 
through the campus chanting 
slogans in supfMrt of King 
Hussein’s policies and reaf- 
firming their allegiance to the 
Hashemite Throne. , 

The marchers stressed 
their full backing for the 
peace process, paying tribute 
to King Hussein for his en- 
deavours which resulted in 
the restoration of lost terri- 
tory and water rights. 

After the march, several 
student leaders delivered 
speeches expressing their full 
support for Jordan's positions 
and for the peace treaty. 

The students rally at the 
university followed demon- 
strations held on campus 
Monday and Tuesday against 
the signing of the peace trea- 
ty. During those marches, 
demonstrators burned U-S. 
and Israeli flags, and shouted 
Anti-American and Anti- 
Israeli slogans. 

Meanwhile, the Jordanian 
Writers Association (JWA) 
sent a cable to King Hussein 
voicing support for his steps 
towards establishing peace 






University of Jordan students Saturday mardi between Jordan 
on campus in support of His Maje^ King Al ’Allan) 
Hossein and tbe signing of the peace treaty 

and congratulating him on port from United Nations 
the treaty with Israel. The Relief and Works Agency 
cable, signed by JWA Chair- (UNRWA) employees. The 
man Diauddin Rifai. said that cable voiced complete sup- 
the peace treaty has ^fe- port for the King, who it said 
guarded Jordan's dignity by has reached a just and hon- 
restoring its usurped lands ourable peace, ensuring the 


and water rights. 

The King Saturday re- 


retum of Jordan's rights. 
Civil Defence Department 


ceived another cable of sup- (CDD) Director Afif Al 


and Israel (Photo by Yousef 


Ghoul sent a cable to King 
Hussein reiterating the CDD 
staffs total allegiance to and 
support for the King's peace 
efforts and congratulating 
him on the peace treaty. 

Mr. Ghoul's cable said the 
treaty was certain to establish 
security and stability for the 
country’ and its people. 


Jordan asks U.N. to set up information centre 


! NEW YORK (Petra) — Jor- 
dan has asked the United 
Nations to establish a U.N. 
information centre in Am- 
man to contribute towards 
further efforts towards peace 
in the region. 

Addressing a meeting of 
Che special U.N. Committee 
to end colonialism. Fuad 
Bacayneh, a member of the 
Jordanian permanent delega- 
tion to the United Nations, 
said that the Jordanian gov- 
ernment plans to follow up 
on the proposed centre with - 
the concerned committees at 
the U.N. information depart- 
ments. 

Jordan, which participates 
in several U.N. peacekeeping 


missions around the world, 
has just concluded a peace 
treaty with Israel in further 
manifestation of the coun- 
try's determination to give 
momentum to the Mi^le 
East peace process, said Mr. 
Batayneh. 

Justifying the Kingdom's 
request for a centre to be 
established in Amman, Mr, 
Batayneh said that a new 
international environments 
has emerged as a result of the- •: 
development in relations 
among nations of the world, 
adding that new information 
bases are required to deal 
with the nascent situation, 
enabling information to flow 
both ways and not only from 


the advanced to the develop- 
ing nations. 

Underlining the import- 
ance of information in prom- 
oting social. cultural and poli- 
tical cooperation among 


material is a vital tool for 
sustainable development, 
democracy and a lasting 
peace. . 

-Noting ihai Jordan is 
among the largest contribu- 
tors to the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing forces serving around the 
world, Mr. Batayneh said, 
that these missions should be 
e.xpanded and the U.N. in- 
formation centres should 


focus the world community's 
attention on the significant 
role these peacekeepers play. 

Meanwhile, in Cairo. 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan said 
in an interview that Jordan 


sake of normalising bilateral 
relations and implementing 
the various provisions of the 
peace treaty the tvi'o sides 
signed last Wednesday. 

In a statement to Sawt Ai 
Arab Radio. Mr. Hassan said 
Jordan has benefirted from 
the treaty by regaining 
sovereignty of all its lerriton.- 
and in having its boundaries 
demarcated. 


Conscious of shortcomings, government 
places ‘high priority’ on tourism industry 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The pressing 
need to develop Jordan's 
tourism industry through ex- 
panding facilities, particular- 
ly the availability of hotel 
rooms, could not have been 
driven home better than 
when many of the hundreds 
of foreign guests and journal- 
ists attending tbe signing of 
the Jordan-Israel peace trea- 
ty in tile south last week 
could not find a place to stay 
overnight. 

Indeed the signing of the 
treaty was a rare occasion 
that invited a crowd of that 
magnitude to Aqaba. But 
then, the shortage of facilities 
for tourists had always been a 
dissuading factor in Jordan’s 
efforts to develop its tourism 
industry, one of the key sec- 
tors that are expected to wit- 
ness a boom in the state of 
peace chat Jordan has 
achieved with Israel. 

The signing of the treaty 
also 'means an inflow of 
Israeli tourists, for whom the 
attractions of Jordan, parti- 
cularly the ancient ruins at 
Petra, have always held a 
mysterious fascination. 

Obviously conscious of the 
shortcomings in the tourism 
industry, it is one of the areas 
that Jordan has given high 
priority in its development 
requirements. 

An ambitious programme 
drawn up by the Ministry of 
Planning in coordination with 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities calls for massive 
projects to upgrade and ex- 
pand all available tourism 
facilities in Aqaba. Petra and 
the Dead Sea area. 

Estimated to cost S8()0 mil- 
lion, the project for Aqaba 
involves construction of new 
hotels/motels to make avail- 
able 3,000 new rooms in the 
next few years to add to the 
present 1 .^00 rooms available 
in the Red Sea port city. That 
compares with the nearly 
9,000 rooms available at 
Aqaba’s Israeli counterpan. 
Eilat. 

Fayez Khasawneh, head of 


the Aqaba Regional Author- 
ity (ARA). said in a recent 
interview with Jordan Televi- 
sion that he expected 1 .200 to 
1 ,500 more hotel rooms to be 
available in Aqaba in two to 
• three yean. 

Dr. Khasawneh referred to 
the vacant plots available 
along the Aqaba coastline as 
well as away from the 
beaches as potential areas 
where hotels could be built. 

The Aqaba master plan, as 
presented to the Middle East/ 
North Africa Economic Sum- 
mit opening in Casablanca. 
Morocco, on Sunday, says it 
also aims at expansion of 
sport and recreational facili- 
ties. 

The project, categorised as 
“high priority," needs a feasi- 
bility study as well as detailed 
designs. 

One of the often heard 
proposals is to make the en- 
tire Aqaba area a duty-free 
zone. Pros and cons of the 
proposal have been discussed 
in the media, but the precise 
status of the plan in govern- 
ment thinking is not yet 
known. 

The second project, also 
classified as “high priority," 
involves developing the tour- 
ism fecilities available in and 
around Petra, the ancient 
rose-red Nabatean city which 
is often described as the jewel 
in Jordan's tourism crown. ' 

“With the new develop- 
ment resulting from the post- 
peace era. the number of 
tourists visiting Petra is 
bound to almost triple or 
even more," says the Jorda- 
nian presentation to the 
Casablanca conference, 
which will be attended by 
heads of state and govern- 
ment from nearly 50 coun- 
tries in addition to benior 
executives rrom 1 .100 region- 
al and international com- 
panies. 

The expected increase in 
the flow of tourists to Petra, 
says the document, needs not 

only an increase in hotel 

accommodations but also the 
expansion of other com- 
plementary tourist facilities 
in addition to improvement 






Petra’s famous treasury (file photo) 


Sri' ■ 





and restoration. 

The S300 million project 
proposal calls for an addition- 
al l.(X)0 hotel rooms in the 
Petra area, and modernisa- 
tion and expansion of support 
services such as restaurants, 
public spaces, parking lots 
and public baths. 

Independent sources say 
that the government has 
issued nearly a dozen licenses 
for new hotels in the Petra 
area as well as neighbouring 
Wadi Musa town. The 
issuance of new permits has 
been frozen, pending what 
Minbter of Tourism Moham- 
mad Adwan said last month 
was the implementation of 
the master plan. 

Also included in the pro- 
ject is an improvement of the 
famous one-kilometre long, 
winding “Siq" — the awe- 


Petra. 

The project also needs a 

feasibility study and detailed 

. In^ the Dead Sea area, the 
governmeni envisions not 
only constructing hotels that 
will' add 1.500 hotel rooms 
but also expanding the ther- 
apeutical clinic facilities. In a 


way, that will be taking a leaf 
out of the Israeli experience 
on the western side of the 
Dead Sea where hotels and 
spas offer health care facili- 
ties. including a special facial 
treatment with Dead Sea 
mud that is believed to re- 
move all skin aberrations — a 
highly popular method that 
attracts thousands of Euro- 
pean and American women 
to Israel. 

At present, there is a four- 
star hotel on the Jordanian 
side of the Dead &a. In 
addition, there is r. similar 
facility' over the hills to the 
east — the Zarqa Ma'in hot 
springs, which has now been 
developed as a health spa. 
offering therapeutic fadlines. 

The fourth component of 
the expansion in the tourism 
industry is an all-embracing 
one that involves restoration 

selected ancient historic and 
touristic sites. 

“These sites are spread al] 
over the Kingdom and in- 
clude monuments for the 
mysterious desert castles, 
forts, towers, baths, caravan 
inns and fortified palaces." 
the Jordanian presentation to 
the Casablanca summit 


notes. 

It refers to the medieval 
castles of Karak. Shobak. 
Ajloun. Qasr Amra. Oasr 
Kharaneh. Oasr Hallabat, 
the Wadi Rum Cliffs, Jerash. 
Pella. Umm Qais. Abila and 
Umm AI Jimal as well as the 
Byzantine and Umayyad 
mosaics in Madaba and the 
wild life conservatoiy in the 
northeast. 

This S50 million project 
needs a feasibility study and 
detailed designs. 

Upgrading museums and 


(rbid. Jerash and Amman is 
another project envisaged by 
the government. 

In addition to renovating 
museums and upgrading 
schemes for museums, the 
S72 million project involves 
developing existing and con- 
struction of new infrastruc- 
ture facilities such as access 
roads, water and waste water 
networks, public rest houses, 
recreational facilities and 
public parking services. 

The project would entail a 
master plan for the entire 
Kingdom, with detailed feasi- 
bility studies of each compo- 
nent. 


World News 
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French order new probe on Longuet 


PARIS (R) — French judi- 
cial authorities ordered aew 
probes Saturday in an in%'es- 
dgation which forced Indus- 
,iry Minister Gerard Longuet 
to' resign this month, focusing 
_on a sixspmed funding net- 
'work for his Republican Par- 
ity (PR). 

^ ' Mr. Longuet issued a state- 

■ ment denying any wrong- 
doing. 

The Justice Nfinistn' said 
Ithe probes, to be launched 
.Monday, involved several 
companies and allegations 
-Mr. Longuet underpaid for 
. work on his priraie villa in 
.Saint-Tropez on the French 
^ Riviera. 

The move targeting Mr. 
-Longuet's PR. a member of 

• the centre-right government 

■ coalition, is another deep 
' embarrassment for Prime 

Minister Edouard Balladur. 
Mr. Longuet was forced to 
. resign on Oct. 14 in a probe 
into the funding of the PR 

• and_^ his priv ate v illa. 

A ministry' Element said 
. the new checks target among 
others the firm Investel. a 
holing company Mr. Lon- 

• guet created in 1989 and sold 
in 1991. He is suspected of 
using it to conceal huge cash 
sums paid by firms seeking 
public contracts. 

Other firms targetted are 


man^ment ooosuiiants Ave- 
nir 55, created in 19^ and 
sold in 1993 and hold^ com- 
pany La Hnandere, in which 
Mr. Longuet held a stake. 

Judidal sources said both 
Mr. Longuet and individuals 
induding the btiilder of bis 
villa wcwd probably be in- 
vestigated. 

Longuet's statement said 
accusations of wrongdoing 
were baseless and that he had 
paid the going market price 
for iris villa. 

France-Info radio quoted 
him as saying the opening of 
the prob^ would ^low him 
to confirm this beyond any 
doubt. 

Police last Monday pre- 
sented to prosecutors re^ts 
of their pteliminaiy probe on 
alleged corruption involving 
Mr. Longoet. 

The newspaper Le Monde 
said that the probe into PR 
finances uncovered a covert 
international funding net- 
work which bad bandied 
close to 100 million francs 
(almost S20 million). 

The investigation is among 
several corruption probes 
which have plunged Mr. Bal- 
ladur's government into its 
worst crisis since it came to 
power in March 1993, when 
voters threw out a sodalist 
government itself under- 


mined by graft scandals. 

A front-ninncr for next 
year's presidential election, 
Mr. Balladur has seen bis 
popularity slip in recent 
weeks. 

Sodalist European Com- 
mission President Jacques 
Delors has drawn level in the 
undeclared presidential race. 

In a twist to the Longuet 
case, authorities ordered a 
probe Friday into the bugging 
of his office telephone. 

Maintenance technidans 
found a mircophone the size 
of a sugar cube inside a floor 
plug connecting Mr. Lon- 
guet's personal line at ' his 
office in the Lorraine Re- 
gional Council, which he 
heads, in Metz in eastern 
France. 

Meanwhile a court Friday 
ordered the arrest and inves- 
tigation of an aide to ex- 
Public Security Minister 
Robert Pandreaud in a fraud 
case, state radio said. 

The case involves fimds* 
suspected to have been chan- 
nelled to the GaoUist Rally* 
for the Republic (RPR) par- 
ty- 

Radio France-Info said 
Remy Halbwax, former head 
of a police trade umon, was 
ordei^ arrested by an in- 
structing magistrate and was 


being l^ld at Fresnes Prison 
outside Paris. 

Officials were doi iramediately 
available for comment ~but 
Mr Pandreaud, who is close 
to GaulUst leader and pres- 
idential hopeful Jacques 
Chirac, was quoted by 
French television as saying he . 
was surprised by his mde's 
arrest. 

Mr. Halbwax is the 10th 
person placed under inves- 
tigation since the case broke 
last month. Judicial sources 
say it involves suspected pay- 
off to RPR party coffers by 


contracts. Mr. Chirac is Paris 
mayor. 

Mr. Halbwax's imprison- 
ment follows the rejection by 
a Lyon court of a plea to free 
former Communications 
Minister Alain Carignon. 
another RPR member, now 
in custody in a sleaze inves- 
tigation involving minidpal 
corruption in Grenoble 
where he is mayor. 

In yet another jolt to the 
scand^j)lagued government 
of Mr. B^ladur, die Appeals 
Court in Lyon ruled Mr. 
Carignon sh^d stay in de- 
tention indefinitely in a cor- 
ruption ~an<f fraud probe. He 
has been held smoe Oct 12. 



I 

CieQteoant GoMnl Kbin Nyunt (kft) a mem- 
ber of Burma’s mliixg junta, meets with 
Burmese dissideQt .Aui% San Sera Kyi It was 
the second meeting between the two since Ms. 


Sun Kyi was pot oader boast arrest in 
1989. This pidnre was idcea off BsaMac 
teievision (A^ photo) 


Burmese junta, Suu Kyi meet again 


RANGOON (R) - A 
second, prominently publi- 
cised meeting between de- 
tained dissident ,^un^ San 
Suu Kyi and Burma's notary 
leadership surprised residenG 
in the capital despite strong 
, rumours that more talks were 
imminent. 

State run newspapers 
Saturday devoted far greater 
space to the three-hour meet- 
ing Friday than when the two 
sito first met unexpectedly 
in Sept. 20. 

"I could not resist clapping 
my hands at the sight.” one 
elderly man said, when state 
television showed a smiling 
Suu Kyi meeting Ueutenant- 
General Khin Nyunt, secret- 
ary one of the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC). 

Also present at the *^frank 
and cordial” talks in a milit- 
ary guest bouse in Rangoon 
were armed forces judge 
advocate general, Brig^er- 
General loan Oo, and armed 
forces inspector general, 
Brigadier-Creneral tin Aye. 

“it was high time they met. 
Even the Jews and Arabs 
have reached agreement,” 
the same resident said, 
apparently referring to peace 
accords Iretween Israel and 
Jordan and Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. 

Wearing a blue traditional 
blouse and sarong, Suu Kyi, 


49. dat^ter of Burmese in- 
dependence hero General 
Aung Sao, looked healthier 
and more relaxed than one 
month ago. 

“She looked prettier,” one 
celevirioo viewer said. 

The talks in September 
were the first time Ms. Suu 
Kyi had appeared m public 
since July, 1989. when the 
militaiy-backed government 
placed her under house arrest 
in Rangoon. 

Married to a British 
academic. Ms. Suu Kyi was 
prominent la a pro- 
democracy uprising in 19^ 
vriiicfa was suppressed with 
substantial loss of life. 

The SLORC ignored tiie 
landslide victory won in a 
1990 general election by tiie 
National League for Demo- 
cracy (NLD) which she co- 
fonnded, but in recent weeks 
has indicated it was prepared 
to open dialogue with Ms. 
Suu Kyi, the IS^l Nobel 
peace laureate. 

As well as television and 
radio reports Friday ni^t, 
the Burmese language Nfinor 
newqKq>er devoted most of 
its frrat page on Saturday to 
a re|)ort and pictures of the 
meeting. 

The En^ish-Ianguas^ New 
Li^t of Myanmar earned a 
front-page, three-column 
spread and three pictures — 
considerably more than in 
September. 


Burmese television said 
Friday’s discussions were 
frank and cordial, and co- 
vered the current pcditical 
and ecoooouc rituation of die 
country. 

They also concenied “the 
pofitk^ and economic re- 
forms vriudi the SLORC is in 
the process of implementing, 
as steps that should be taken 
widi a view to the long-term 
welfare of the nation,” die 
station added. 

Rangoon-based diplomats 
contao^ by Reuters from 
Bangkok said the meffia 
treatment of the second 


Diplomats also said the 
presence yesterday of the 
armed forces inspector- 
general and advocate-general 
could mean the dial^ne was 
getting down to a workup 
leveL 

In S^tember, Ms. Son Kyi 
had met only militaiy intelii- 
gence chief Kbin Nyunt and 
SLORC Chairman General 
Than Shwe. 

“1 think rhifi is more 
show. “It looks as if the 
SLORC re^ wans to come 
out of die impasse,” one di- 
plomat said of the second 
meeting. 

Burma’s neighbour Thai- 
land, tidiicfa follows a policy 
of “constructive dialogue” 
with the military jnnta, urged 
die Rangoon government in 
July to release Ms. Suu Kyi . 


Seoul drops revolt charge against Chun, Roh 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean prosecutors said Satur- 
day they have determined 
that former President Chun 
Doo Hwan, Roh Tae-Woo 
and 32 others had staged a 
military revolt in 1979. but 
said they would not be in- 
dicted in the interests of 
national unitv*. 

The prosecution made the 
announcement after 13 
months investigation into the 
so-called “De^. 12 inddem” 
in which Major-General 
Chun Doo Hwan and aides 
including Gen. Roh Tae- 
Woo arrested army chief of 
staff. General Chung Seung- 
Hwa. 

“It was clearly found that 
the incident w^ a case of 
premediated military rebel- 
lion," Prosecutor Cho Joon- 
Woong said in a televised 
announcement. 

But he added: “Consider- 
ing their contribution to the 
county.- order to avoid 
unnecessarv' repetition of he- 
ated debate about the past, 
and so a$ not to create a deep 
split in public opinion, we 
decided to not to indict 


them...” 

“We cannot afford to 
abandon the future by being 
obsessed with the past. It is 
the time for us to prepare for 
national unification and in- 
ternational competitiveness,” 
be said. 

Mr. Cho said the prosecu- 
tion ruled the incident was 
led by Gen. Chun to gain 
greater influence over the 
military. 

The prosecution said Gen. 
Chun and Gen. Roh master- 
minded the rebellion. 

Under South Korean milit- 
ary law the maximum penalty 
for foese offences is death. 

Gen. Chun had gradually 
emerged as the dominant 
force in South Korea after 
the assassination earlier in 
1979 of autocratic President 
Paik Chung-Hee. who ruled 
the country for IS years. 

Gen. Chun and his col- 
leagues arrested the army 
chief after a gun-fighi, with- 
out approval from then- 
president Choi Kyu-Hah. 
They also arrested the de- 
fence minister, mobilised air- 


borne troops, and occupied 
the Defence Ministry and 
other important military 
buildings. 

Gen. Chun became South 
Korean president in 1980. ■ 
Gen. Roh Tae-Woo was 
eleaed president in open 
polls in 1988. 

After the incident. General 
Chung was jailed for seven 
years for failing to act quickly, 
against President Park's 
assassination. He brought the 
case against the 34 last year. 

The decision to suspend 
the charges provoked im- 
mediate anger from him and 
others, including the Demo- 
cratic Party (DP), the main 
opposition group. 

General Chung said he and 
20 colleagues planned to file 
a complaint next week. 

“I cannot understand why 
the prosecution did not indict 
Chun Doo Hv/an and Roh 
Tae-Woo and the others in 
spite of its decision that their 
aa was tantamount to rebel- 
lion," the domestic Yonhab 
‘News Agency quoted Gen. 
Chung as saying. 


Russian 
border 
guards kill 
20 Tajik 
rebels 

DUSHANBE (AFP) — Riis^ 
sian border guards killed at 
least 20 Tajik rebels trying to 
cross into Tajikistan from 
A^anistan, the commander 
of the Russian troops. Gener- 
al Anatoli Chediulin. said 
Saturday. 

The clashes, triiich took 
plaoe Friday and lasted four 
KMirs around the border post 
near the town of Kholog. in 
the Borno Badkhchan area, 
in eastern Tajikistan, were 
the most serious violation to 
date of a ceasefire which 
came into force on Oct. 20. 
' The former Cemral Asian 
Soviet republic has been in 
the throes of civil war for two 
and a half years between a 
neo-Communist regime back- 
ed by Russia and an Islamic 
opposition based in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan. 

Friday's attack coincided 
with ongoing U.N.-mediated 
peace talks in Islamabad be- 
tween the government and 
the opposition. 

The U.N. mediator. 
Ramiro Piriz-Ballon told 
journalists in the Pakistan 
capital later Friday chat the 
two sides had agreed to 
establish a U.N.<ontrolled 
corridor between Afghanis- 
tan and the Tajik province of 
Badakhan allowing food, clo- 
thing and medicine to be deli- 
vered to opposition forces. 



Heir to the Britiditfaxtme Prince Chalks cfaals BritUiAmv of flie Rhine (BAO^ 

with sohlkn ct the 1st Qneais Dragoon near to MululIw iiglialnarn (AFF 

Guards at the headquarters of the former photo) 

Prince of Wales salutes last march 
of British Army of the Rhine 


MOENCHENG LAD- 
BACH, Germany (AP) — 
Britain’s Prince Charles pres- 
ided over a festive tarewell to 
the venerable British Army 
of the Rhine while a brass 
band played martial music. 

The British force help^ 
the United States and other 
allies keep the peace during 
the cold war and officially 
passed info history with Fri- 
day’s ceremonies at the 
Rheindahlen Headquarters. 

A crowd of about 350 peo- 
ple — most monarchy fans 
wavii^ British flay — chat- 
ted about Prince Charles’ b^ 
haviour toward his parenG. 
his wife. Princess Diana, and 
adiether or not he would ever 
beco m e long, as they waited 
for him to emerge from the 
19th-oeDtury, stone town h^ 
in the town of Moenefaeng- 
ladbacfa, near the Etatch bor- 
der. 

The prince’s marital prob- 
lems are the subjea of new 
books. 

The heir to the British 
tiirone, who smiled inf^ 
qoentiy and appeared preoc- 
cupied during the military 
ceremonies, looked more 
chipper and waved from a red 
Jaj^ar when he was greeted 
by dieers at Moenchen^ad- 
raefa. 

“Charles will never be- 
come king. If I were his 
miotber. T would be hopiping 


mart about what he’s done,” 
said Inge Mocedowski, 52. a 
secretary who described htf- 
self as a fan of Prince 
Charles, althongh she likes 
Princess Diana better. “A 
king wonldn’t do thiny like 
that,” Ms. Mocedowski said. 
Apparently r e ferri ng to the 
prince’s acicnowdedged adul- 
tery, but also, periiaps, to his 
cooperation with a recent 
book that described his 
mother as cold and his fother 
as a tyrant. 

The prince shook bands 
with many in the crowd, and 
chatted with some, including 
a group of British girls study- 
ing aviation in Germany. 
Group leader Lynn Richard- 
son, 31, of Birmingham, sum- 
med up her view of the 
Charles-versns-Diana con- 
troversy: “He’s too nice. 
She’s faomble.” 

Prince Charles' problems 
back home overshadowed his 
visit to the last parade of the 
49-year-old British Army of 
the Rhine, created ifom 
troops who helped defeat 
Adolf Hhler. Since 19^, the 
force has been scaling down 
from a cold war lu^ of 
58.000 troops, and is ex- 
pected to readi 25 by next 
April. The remainmg troop s 
are being renamed united 
Kingdom support command 
(Gcmany) to reflect their 
new role as part of NATO’s 


Rapid Reaction Force. 

Pnnee Charles saluted 
members of the Queen's 
Royal Dragoon Guards, oS 
he is honorary colonel- 
in-diief, as th^ stood at 
attention with automatic 
rffies and fixed bayoncG. 

Ator arriving in the red 
Jaguar, Prince Cbaxies took 
his place on a dais, sitting 
next to German Defence 
hfinister Volker Ruche, Bri- 
tain’s Defence Secretary, 
Malcolm Rifldnd; and Geo. 
Sir Charies Guthrie, chief of 
the British general staff. 

Prince Charles’ short 
sp e ech, partly in German, 
praised the British Army of 
the Rhine for helping to keep 
the peace in Eurr^. 

“The momentous evenG in 
Russia, Central Europe and 
Germany have brought 
changes for afl of ns in West- 
ern Europe, alinnq an for the 
better,” he said in German, 
with just a faint of a British 
accent. 

Prince Charies spoke of the 
British army’s professional 
standards, which “we have 
seen... over the years in Ger- 
many. paiiiculariy in Berim 
and elsewhere. 

“They are much in evi- 
dence today in Ytigoslaria 
and they will almost certainly 
be requir e d in the future , 
altboo^ obviously I cannot 
say where,” be said. 


U.S. women face tough reelection bids 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Women candidaies will face 
fougber races in the midterm 
vote than they did m 1992’s 
“Year of the Woman,” but 
fundraising groups predia 
wili stUl have record 
wins diis year. 

Fewer open seaG in the 
Nov. 8 vote mean more 
women will be running an 
iqifaiU battle against incum- 
hmts, ^0 almys have an 
edge despite anti-incumbency 
sentiments. 

And several of the women 
naming for redectioo have 
been targeted this year by 
well-heeled challengers — 
such as miUioaaize Mkfaael 


Huffingfon who has poured a 
record sum into his bid 
a^nst California Senator 
Dianne Feinstein. 

But the National Women’s 
Political Caucus (NWPQ 
noted that des^e the anti- 
Democrat mood, none of 
that party’s women zneum- 
benG lost their primaries 
while four of the men were 
defeated in their nomination 
bids. 

The number of women 
running — which beaG 1992’s 
record — also poG the num- 
bers on their side. 

“We expect there will be 
continuation of the kind of 
steady progress — slow 


perhaps that we Ve had for 
the past 20 years,” said 
NWPC President Harriet 
Woods. 

The bipartisan group wtudi 
promotes women candidaies 
predicted that the number of 
women vrill rise from 47 to 51 
in the House of Representa- 
tives^ 

Tv^^-fbur new women 
representatives and five sena- 
tors were elected to their first 
term in 1992 thanks to anger 
over the Senate’s bandlnig of 
Anila Hill’s sexual harass- 
ment diarges against Sup- 
reme Court nominee Clar- 
ence Thomas and an abund- 
ance of open seaG. 


Rus sia has yet to become democracy — Solzhenitsyn 


MOSCOW (R) — There is 
no democracy in Russia de- 
spite three years of post- 
^viet reform, writer Alexan- 
der Solzhenitsyn told the 
country's parliament in the 
latest of a long series of sav- 
age criticisms. 

The few — a corrupt, in- 
efficient oligarchy — still rule 
and still ignore the sufferings 
their half-baked reforms have 
brought to the people they 
rule, be fold restive deputies 
of die State Duma (lower 
bouse of parliament). 

“This is not a democracy 
but an oligarchy — rule by 
the few,” said the grey- 
bearded SoIzheraGyn, who 
returned from the United 
States this summer after 20 
yeara of exile. 

He has spent the interven- 
ing months stumping the 
country, trying to establish 
the real problems facing his 
homeland as it grapples with 
iG transition to a fim market 
economic ^stem. No one in 
power was listening to the 
needs of the poor, he said. 

“Having travelled through 
many Russian regions, after 
hundreds of meetings and 
thousands of letten, I have 
the feeling chat the people 
are discouraged, in shock 
from humiliation and shame 
at their helplessness,” be 
thundered. 

“Ordinary people are in 
practice excluded from life, it 
all passes them by, the ugly 
choice they have to make is 
between eldng out a shameful 
beggiu's existence or (making 
a living by) deceiving the 
State and each other. 

“They asked, they deman- 
ded, they perauaded and they 
begged me to speak out in the 
State Duma and to tell the 
president what's going on in 
the minds and hearG of the 
ordinary man,” he said, to 





Nobd Prize winner and RossiaD writer Alex- nifryn’s first official politkal after 

ander Solzhenit^ addresses the Duma (tower his return to Russia in May 1994 follnwing 20 
chamber of pariUment). This was Mr. Stridie- years oi exOe (AFP photo) 


embarrassed shuffles and 
coughs from die chamber. 

Deputies were no more 
pleased when Mr. Solzhenit- 
syn castigated them for fail- 
ing to pass laws crucial to 
Russia's transition to demo- 
cratic capitalism. 

He told them not to fall 
into the trap of being more 
interested in the perks they 
could wring out of their jobs, 
and their quarrels with other 
branches of power, than in 
their duty. 

“Power is not about getting 
things and not about pride, 
but about duty and obliga- 
tions.” he said. 

And he demanded that loc- 
al authorities be transformed 
into “zemstvos”, the pre- 
revolutionary unit of local 
^veniment. which he said 
would pay more anennon to 
region^ needs than the cur- 
rent local administrations. 


’ But the conservative- 
dominated legislature clap- 
ped and cheered when the 
74-jrear-old writer moved on 
to what has by now become a 
familiar litany of conservative 
complainG and demands for 
Russia’s future transforma- 
tion. 


not be sold to the new rich, 
'^or that would mean selling 
off Russia itself.” 

They clapped when he said 
it was “national madness” to 
have allowed 25 million Rus- 
sians who settled in other 
former Soviet republics to 
become stranded in what be- 
came instant foreign coun- 
tries when the Soviet Union 
collapsed. 

They clapped when he said 
the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pndent States (CIS), which 
replaced the Soviet Union in 


l99l, had been still-born. 
They clapped when he criti- 
cised the government for 
buying foreign grain. 

And they clapped and 
cheered when he said Russia 
kfaould draw back into iG 
orbit the other two Slav 
of the former Soviet Union 
— Ukraine and Belarus — as 
well as Kazakhstan, whose 
population was 60 per cent 
Russian. 

Mr. SolzheniGyn's searing 
descriptions of life in Soviet 
prisons earned him supreme 
moral authority during his 
exile as well as a Nobel Liter- 
ature Prize. Among his works 
are One Day In The Life Of 
Ivan Denisovich and The 
Gulag Archipelago. 

But his f^lure to return 
home after the end of Soviet 
rule in 1991 added a note of 
scepticism to popular feeling 
about him. 
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Bardot d^ec 
French roosterj 
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Cleese: Working . 
with De Niro is 
dangerous 

LONDON (R) — Jota 
Cleese has w a r ned bis _ 
comedians in Moocy pytbea^ 
Firing Gtcus chat workSag ^ 
with Robert De Niro ceiu * 
be lethal. Cleese, who anale 
his name in the 70*s Mo^ 
Pvtfaon comedy series, plms 
opposite De Niro in Kenaedi 
Branagh's Frankenstein 
which receives iG wtKld pre- 
miere at the London rUm 
Festival next month. Qecse. 
told the Tunes newspaper “I 
have a small pan as a profes- 
sor of anatomy who dabbles 
in the occult. And I get 
bunqied off very early on by 
the De Niro diaracter. ”I am 
the second python he has 
killed on screen. Micbaei 
PaHn went first in Brazil. He 
is a dangerous man. Don’t act 
with R^rt De Niro.” 

Couple marry 
after meeting 
in police raid 

LONDON (R) — A British 
cott{^e who met when tied 
by pobce during a dn^ raid 
•have married, the Daily Scar 
newspaper reported &tur- g 
.^y. Truck driver Dom^ 
McDonnell. 35. was playing 
pool and C^ifay Snelson. 29. 
was waiting to meet a blind 
date when p^tice raided the 
bar they were in at Herne 
Bay in southern England. 
They spent two bourn chat- 
ting on the floor with their 
bands tied behind their backs 
before police decided they 
were innocent and released 
them. The couple had never 
seen each other before, bur 
two weeks later Mr. McDon- 
nell proposed and they mar- 
ried in July. “We didn't invite 
any of the police at the raid to 
our weddmg,” Ms. Snelson 
told the Daily Star. “But, I 
suppose we should have done 
as they brou^t os together.” 

Hollywood ghosts 
said to roam 
on Halloween 

HOLLYWOOD (R) — 
^ile witches and hobgob- 
lins stalk the rest of the Un- 
ited States this Halloween, 
one Hollywood historian win 
be on the lookout for celebri- 
ty gbosG like MariUn Moo- j 

roe and Howard Hu^es. * 

Many may scoff at the idea of 
tinseltown's long-dead stars 
Feturning to their old hauoG, 
but Laurie Jacobsen — a TV 
producer and historian iiriio 
has spent years researching 
the pibject — is dead set oo 
getting people to take it 
seriously. “I think spiriG like 
to return to the pla<^ where 
they experienced happy 
times,” says Ms. Jacobsen, 
author of the new book Hol- 
lywood Haunted, which fo- 
cuses on some of the town’s 
most glamorous ghosts. 
“SpiriG go back to places 
where memories are made,” 
she says. Ms. Jacobi b^ 
lieves Marilyn Monroe's 
apparition may be caught 
ne« Monday ni^t p-im pSTg 
in front of her favourite fiiU- 
mirror in the historic 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. 
Montgomery Clift's ghost 
may blow his bi^e through 
me ni^t at the same s\ranW 
hotel that he stayed in when 
working on From Here To 
Eternity. Not all of Ms. 
Jacobsen's stories are as 
tame. In her book, she says 

u ^ Nel- 

ron has been known to puB 

female resi- • 
^nts of his old house in liie 
HoU^ HilU. The famed 
comedy store on Sunset 
stmt * “orarious hot 

for ghosts of a pack of 
-l>o ran Giro's 

and'^rocnl'*’®^® “ ** 

“0 IfcOs. says Ms. Jacob- 
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Fonncr rebd craunand^ Afonso D h l akama Maputo before «fring his ballot, boors after 
^0^ his ak-bet hands to poU officials caffing off a boycott of the vote (AH* photo) 
h rBratfng he has DOC voted previously in 


Mozambican electoral battle ends 


Oils 


rjjifig 

-r raid 


MAPUTO (Agencies) 
Mcssmbique's electoral bat- 
tle for pwer between the 
coontry's former guerrilla 
chief aM the incumbent pres- 
Meni drew to a rime 
Satuday as the last voters 
trickled to the polling sta- 
tions. 

- - The elections went into a 
third onscheduled day after 
ex-rebel leader Afonso Dhla- 
irama bowed to iotemationai 
pressure and on Friday called 
off a last-minute boycott of 
the polls, agreeing to an en- 
quiry into alleged fraud. 

M^y districts were report- 
ing tumoucs of more than 85 
percent by midday Saturday, 
radio and television reports 
siud, and polling station offi- 
cials sng^ted that voters 
triio bad not showed up yet 
were unlikely to come. 

Some 6.4 million voters 
have been called out to vote 
for a president and- a new 
parliament. 

In the pres idenoal^race. 
incumbent Joaquim Chtssa- 
no, who has ruled Mozambi- 
aue since 1986, is expected to 
«feat the challenge by Mr. 
Dhlakama and his Mozambi- 
que National Resistance 
(teNAMO). TTicre are 10 
minor contenders for the 
presidency. 

Apart from RENAMO 
and Mr. Chissano's Mozam- 
bi<|ue Liberatfon Front 
(FRELIMO^, 12 other par- 
ties or coalitions are vying for 
250 seats in parliament to end 
dm single-paity reign of the 
formeriy Marxist FRELIMO. 


Foreign observers monitor- 
ing the poll said there had 
been many logistic problems 
in the impoverished south- 
west African nation, such as 
the late arrival of voting 
materials and lack of food 
and transport for electoral 
officials. 

Voters complained mainly 
of long waits and in 
northern Nampula prorince 
two women gave bkith while 
queuing, but no serious inci- 
dents were reported to dis- 
rupt the voting, which was 
generally calm and orderiy. 

But the air was neverthe- 
less setfll clouded by fears 
that the U.N. -supervised 
polls might not bring the last- 
ing peace they are meant to 
achieve after more than 16 
years of a civil war that cost a 
nuTlion lives. 

Thou^ Mr. Dhlakama cal- 
led oft & boycott Friday and~ 
was back in the race, he had 
by noon Saturday still given 
no definite assurance that he 
would respect the outcome of 
the elections should he and 
RENAMO lose. 

Political analysts suggested 
that the 41-year-old Dhiaka- 
ma, who emerged from the 
bush and signed a peace nact 
in Rome in October 1^2. 
was less afraid of fraud than 
of losing to the veteran politi- 
dan Qussano. 55. 

The former guerrilla, who 
was in Maputo on Saturday 
awaiting the outcome of an 
enquiry he has demanded 
into alleged irregularities by 
the National Elections Com- 


mission (CNE), said that he 
now had “confidence in the 
international community” to 
prevent fraud. 

Mr. Dhlakama made his 
boycott announcement 
Thursday, casting a shadow 
over the whole process, but 
was pressured by 2mbab- 
wean President Robert 
Mugabe, other African lead- 
ers and Wettem ambassadors 
in Mozambique into changing 
his mind. 

The U.N. spedal repre- 
sentative to Mozambique, 
Atdo Ajello, and the 'six 
Western envoys guaranteeing 
implemeniarion of the 1992 
peace pact pledged that Mr. 
Dhlakama’s complaints 
would be thoroughly investi- 
gated before polling ended. 

The presidential winner 
needs a majority of 50 per 
cent plus one aiid if enough 
votes are cast for other con- 
tenders to deprive the leader 
of that outright majority, a 
second round of elections 
should be held within five 
weeks. 

The ballot count is due to 
bean immediately after the 
polls close at 6:00 p.m. (1600 
GMT), but the Ci^ has up 
to 15 days to announce the 
final results. 

The United Natioos has 
deployed some 2,200 obser- 
vers to monitor the vote.^ 
capping operations of the 
U.N. Operation in Mozambi- 
que (UNOMOZ) which has 
lately cost one million dol- 
lars a day. 


Aristide makes rare trip out of palace 


-,-gllCi 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — Haiti’s restored Pres- 
ident Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
left the presidential palace 
for the first time in ten days 
Friday evening under bea^ 
U.S. military guard. 

Mr. Aristide’s trip, to his 
refurbished home just north 
of Port-Au-Prince, was only 
foe second time he left the 
palace since he was returned 
to power two weeks ago after 
foe United States sent in 
more than 20,000 troom to 
restore democracy to Haiti. 

Mr. Ar^de was hauled 
ffom his home by soldiers in 
when they ousted him 
and the house has been emp- 
ty and untouched until work- 
Qs started to renovate it last 
mood). 

^aiiier the first step in 
^me Minister-designate 
™iarck Michel's ratification 
because he lacked a 
“ocnment necessary to 
«anne office. 

A six-man conunittee rep- 
{]“«tmg the Lower Qiam- 
^ of Deputies told Mr. 
Friday his ratification 
could not go on wtth- 
^^a document he received 
the government when 
^ resigned as commerce 
‘‘‘reister in 1991. 

^ aide tor Mr. Michel 
^ finding the paper would 
be a problem and that the 
reason would reconvene next 
week. 


“He will have it on Mon- 
day,*’ said the aide. 

Mr. Midiel must satisfy 
several constitutional re- 
quirements before being 
‘allowed to take office. 
Among other things, he must 
prove he is Haitian, that be 
has pmd his taxes and chat he 
is older than 35 years of age. 

Mr. Michel, a 57-year-old 
businessmen, was nominated 
by Mr. Aristide earlier this 
week for the politically 
powerful post. 

If he fills the requirements 
he will return to answer de- 
puties' questions at the open 
session to be held at a still 
undedded date. 

A long-time friend of the 
president, Mr. Michel was 
expected to sail through the 
ratification hearings in the 
Senate and Chamter of De- 
puties. 

Mr. Midiel must also pre- 
sent his cabinet and a dec- 
laration of polides before 
both houses for a voce of 
confidence. , 

since bis nomination, Mr. 
Mi^el has been meeting at 
home with advisors and 
friends to choose his cabinet 
and thrash out policy. 

He has said his line up will 
include non-Aristide parti- 
sans, in keeping with the 
president's call for a concen- 
sus cabinet. 

Meanwhile President Bill 


Qimon, signing a congres- 
sional resolution on U.$. 
poKcy toward Haiti, said Fri- 
day he expects U.S. troops to 
leave there in a matter of 
months. 

‘The Haitian people no 
longer live in fear; they now 
have hope,” Mr. Ointon said 
in a statement released by the 
White House press office 
while the president was en 
route home from a six-nation 
tour of the Middle East. 

“We expea that within 
months, the bulk of our milit- 
ary personnel will leave 
Haiti,” transferring responsi- 
bility to the United Nations. 
Che statement said. 

Mr. Clinton said the peace- 
ful return to power of Mr. 
Aristide “capped a breath- 
taking month of democratic 
restoration and the begin- 
nings of Haiti's economic re- 
covery, all made possible by 
the d^icated efforts of our 
service men and women in 
Haiti.” 

“Our forces' accomplish- 
ments in the last month have 
been superb,” Mr. Ointon 
said. “I am confident they 
will maintain its outstanding 
record and leave a Haiti 
poised to consolidate its 
hard^on democracy, create 
a brighter future for all its 
people and become a faaor 
for stability in the region and 
hemisphere.” 


Kim vows to give his all for N. Korea 


.. Tokyo (afp) — Kim 

'■ heir-apparent to late 

• ^Jfo Korean Prudent Kim 

' has sent a message to 

I- Korean people, 

ji 5^*Sing to do his best for the 
. J^niunist country, a report 
r Pyongyang said Satut- 

. 1 ^11 as ever devote my 

• country and the 

j ' bearing deep in mind 

s absolute trust in 

•' h/ " for our par- 

.• junior Kim said Fri- 

, . y. according to the Korean 

nSSiifal News Agency 

• report monitored 

t Kim made the remarks 
t n#«!Li*“****8e to the “entire 
i Mio deeply mourned 

of his father, who 
July s. 

i' junior Kim is widely 

• to be named North 

futita in the near 

out there has been no 
J^annou^m^^ on his 


position. 

Kim Jong-Il is now called 
by KCNA “great leader of 
our party and our people.” 
an accolade that had been 
used for his father by KCTNA, 
and holds the titles of Nation- 
al Defence Commission 
chairman and supreme com- 
mander of the Korean Peo- 
ple's Army. 

He also took over the post 
of secretary of the ruling 
Workers' Party from hjs 
father after his death. 

Meanwhile North Ko- 
reans. who accompanied 

Armed Forces Minister O 

Jin-U on his trip to Paris for 

medical treatment, have also 
asked French doctors to 
Check the medical records of 
Kim Jong-II, South Korean 
Foreign Minister Han Sung- 
Joo was quoted as saying 
Saturday. 

A six-member eniour^e 
that arrived in Pans Tuesday 

with Mr. O was carrying with 


and X-rays of Mr. Kim Jong- 
II, Mr. Han told South Ko- 
rean journalists in Paris. 

“I heard that the other 
purpose of their trip here is to 
bring in medical records and 
(X-ray) photos of Kim Jong- 
II and have him indirectly 
checked up.” Mr. Han was 
quoted as saying by a major 
newspaper. Joongang Daily. 

Mr. Han dismissed spe- 
culation that Mr. O's trip to 
Paris might have been the 
result of a power struggle. 

“1 think that the reason 
that O was sent to Paris, 
despite anticipated negative 
publicity, was that 0 is consi- 
dered necessary to sustain the 
Kim Jong-Ii regime,-' 

Mr.Han said. 

The 77-year-old O is the 
highest-ranking veteran of 
the ••first-generation*' old- 
guard revolutionaries who 

allegedly fought Japanese 
colonial rule, alongside Kim 
Il-Sung and is known to be 
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Bosnia army attacks Serbs from DMZ 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) 
Muslim-led Bosnian troops 
sneaked out of a fog- 
shrouded demilitarised zone 
in the mountains west of 
Sarajevo Saturday and 
I attacked Bosnian Serb army 
' positions near Savorak and 
Lukavac, a U.N. spokesman 
said. 

The Bosnian Serbs, who 
have been waiting for weeks 
for the U.N. to clear the 
demilitarised zone (DMZ), 
were reported to be “in- 
candescent with rage” over 
the attack, which was backed 
by 122mm canon fire. 

“At 0645 this morning the 
BFH (Bosnian Army) 
mounted an offensive by in- 
filtrating in the south- 
sbutheast of the DMZ, sup- 
ported by artillery fire.” Ma- 
jor Herve Gourmelon, a 
spokesman for the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
in Sarajevo said. ' 

“(French peacekeepers) 
have sent a couple of light 
armoured tanks into this area 
and have stopped 30 BIH 
soldiers.” 

Details of the Bosnian 
army attack were sketchy by 
Maj. Gourmelon said there 
were reports of Bosnian Serb 
Army (B^) casualties. 

Saturday's strike at the 
£SA marked the third time 
government troops have 
launched sneak attacks out of 
the U.N.-mediated zone in 
the past month — attacks in 
which about 30 Serb soldiers 
have been killed and IS . 
others wounded. 

These successful comman- 
do raids have stunned Bos- 
nian Serbs and seem to mark 


a turning point in Bosnian 
army doctrine and practice. 
Denied heavy weapons by an 
incemadoflal arms embargo, 
government troops had been 
largely on the defensive 
tiirou^ 30-months of war, 
manning static trenches 
armind the 30 per cent of 
Bosnia they stilt control. 

Eniplpying hit and nin tac- 
tics suited to their light aims 
and Bosnia’s nigged terrain, 
the BIH now seems to have 
decided to punish BSA 
troops with incessant contacts 
along 750 miles (1.200 
kilomeires) of front lines. 

The BSA, believed to be 
strapped for fuel after neigh- 
bouring Yugoslavia .sealed its 
border in August, may be 
having a hard time moving its 
substantial arsenal of tanks 
and big guns into place to 
counter government probes. 

U.N. officials say govern- 
ment troops captured 2CO 
square kilometres of territory 
around Bihac in northwest- 
ern Bosnia earlier this week 
and BIH generals say the 
infiltration of spedal forces 
teams were the key to that 
success. 

“We infiltrated commando 
groups to destroy enemy 
artillery around Bihac and 
when the infantry pushed it 
was easier,” BIH Brigadier- 
General Rifat Bilajac said. 

“When we took Kulen 
Vakuf (in the Bihac region), 
we sent commandos in and 
secured the town first and 
then the infantry took the 
villages between the ftom 
line and the town.” 

UNPROFOR has spent 
weeks oying to persuade 


BIH forces to get out of the 
DMZ or risk destabilising the 
fragile ceaseftre around 
Sarajevo. 

A 45-minuce firefight 
broke out between govern- 
ment troops and UNPRO- 
FOR forces in a disputed bit 
of the DMZ Monday, the 
most serious inddent of its 
sort in the war. 

Against this backdrop. 
Saturday's attack angered 
U.N. offidals as much as it 
did the BSA. “We under- 
stand the BSA are incandes- 
cent with rage and we’re not 
very happy either." said a 
U.N. omdal who asked not 
to be named. 

“The BIH never should 
have reoccupied the DMZ 
once it was set up and they 
have made repeated commit- 
ments to withdraw in recent 
weeks, which they have failed 
to honour. Their general re- 
liability as partners in the 
peace process is being called 
into question,” the offidal 
added. 

Bosnian Serbs are firing 
artillery and could be prepar- 
ing a counter-offensive in the 
west of the country where 
they have lost 200 square 
kilometres of territory to gov- 
ernment forces, a U.N. 
spokesman said here Satur- 
day. 

Increased shelling follows 
orders by Bosnian ^rb lead- 
er Radovan Karadzic to his 
forces to launch a massive 
counter-attack in the region. 

There bad been no 
counter-attack so far, but 
Serb guns were active along 
the front, east of Bihac pock- 


et and from where Muslim- 
led troops broke out this 
week to push back the Serbs, 
U.N. military spokesman 
Major Herve Gourmelon 
said. 

The threat by Bosnian Serb 
forces to strike at Sarajevo 
and Bihac in reprisal for the 
suoccssfol government adv- 
ance opened the possibility of 
renew^ NATO air strikes 
against the Serbs. 

On Friday, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) and the U.N. 
agreed on new rules for air 
strikes which would be pre- 
ceded by a political warning, 
butnot a tactical one. 

In effea, the U.N. on the 
ground would issue a general 
warning, but refrain from 
telling the targetted party 
where and when NAT<3 
planes would strike, as was 
previously the case. 

The United States also cal- 
led on the U.N. Security 
Council Friday to lift the 
arms embargo against the 
Bosnian government, but the 
proposal was expected to be 
defeated amid opposition 
from Britain. France, and 
Russia. 

Mr. Karadzic ordered the 
Serb counter-offensive to go 
ahead “without account for 
the zones proteaed by the 
U.N.," adding that these 
areas “have become the 
springboard for attacks 
a^inst the Serbs,” according 
to a statement carried by Pale 
radio. 

Bihac town and Sarajevo 
are two of six U.N.-proteaed 
enclaves which the Security 


Council has pledged lo de- 
fend by air strikes if need be. 

“Bihac is a safe-area. And 
obviously maintaining it as a 
safe-area becomes more diffi- 
cult if there's a lot of fighting 
around it or from it." said 
U.N. spokesman Thant 
Myint-U. 

In a warning, broadcast by 
Pale radio Friday, the Serb 
chief of staff. General Mano- 
jlo Milovanovic, had called 
on the U.N. to intervene to 
force government troops to 
halt an offensive out of Bihac 
and withdraw to positions 
occupied on Oa. 23. 

Otherwise, “we shall be 
forced to carry out reprisals 
against those areas from 
which the attacks came,” he 
said. 

For their part secessionist 
Croatian Serbs were Satur- 
day still blockading the only 
entry into Bihac in vrescem 
Bosnia near the Croatian 
border around Maljevac, 
some 120 kilometres (75 
miles) south-east of ^greb. 
the commander of Bang- 
ladeshi U.N. troops in the 
pocket Major Mohammad 
Beshir, told AFP. 

The blockade, begun Fri- 
day morning, prevented a 
U.N. convoy from reaching 
Zagreb said Maj. Beshir, 
adding his men had been told 
the (Troatian Serbs would 
maintain the blockade as long 
as the embargo against the 
Bosnian Serbs was not lifted. 

He added that U.N. com- 
mander in Bosnia, 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose, was expeaed 
to go to Bihac on Nov. 3. 


Macedonia 

opposition 

boyoptts 

eleotiqns 

SKOPJE (R) *— Macedonian 
opposition parties urged their 
supporters to boycott a deci- 
sive second round of par- 
liamentary elections Sunday 
and organised an unofficial 
protest vote. 

Their, leaders threatened I 
Saturday also to refuse any I 
seats in parliament after I 
accusing the government of ! 
rigging President Kiro Gli- 
gorov’s re-election in the first 
round of voting rwo weeks 
ago. 

I The three main opposition 
I panics called on supporters 
I to vote against the official 
elections at makeshift polling 
booths set up in town centres 
I throughout the tiny southern 
Balkan republic. 

All but 10 of the 120 par- 
liamentary seats are at stake 
in the first elections since 
Macedonia became indepen- 
dent from former Yugoslavia 
in 1992. 

“We will strip the regime 
of its democratic legitimacy,” 
Democratic Party leader 
Petar Goshev vowed. 

Ljubisa Georgijevski, Mr. 
Gligorov's defeated challen- 
ger. said the boycott was 
organised “because what we 
have bad is massive election 
fraud and forgery. They 
added a phantom 125,000 
votes to enable Mr. Gligorov 
to vrin. 

“We could not prevent that 
frt>m happening but we do 
not have to be accessories to 
fraud this time round.” 
Foreign observers at the 
first round said there had 
been irregularities during the 
vote but not on a scale suffi- 
cient to invalidate the oui- 

“They were the result of 
incompetence by the author- 
ities rather than corruption.” 
said an observer who de- 
clined to be named. 

The opposition — which 
had 38 seats in the last parlia- 
ment — said thousands of 
names were missing from 
electoral rolls. 

Mr. Gligorov promised 
security, continuity and con- 
sensus with Macedonia's 
minorities who include a 
large Albanian community. 

His supporters accused the 
nationalist opprosiiion. with 
its “Macedonia for Macedo- 
nians” slogan, of fanning 
confrontation. 

Relations with the Alba- 
nians. who claim to make up 
40 per cent of the population 
and want a bigger share of 
power, are sensitive. The 
gpvemment says they repre- 
sent only 20 per cent but has 
not yer produced the results 
of a census taken in June. 

Since becoming indepen- 
dent. Macedonia has been 
embroiled in a struggle with 
Greece over its name which 
has resulted in an economic 
blockade by Athens. 

Once the poorest of the six 
republics in former Yugosla- 
via, its depressed economy 
suffers from the effeas of the 
U.N. trade and oil sanctions 
against neighbouring rump 

Yugoslavia. 


Sri Lanka cremates, slain opposition leader 



Elite police ctHnmaDdos perform a securi^ honours. The capital has been brought under s’ 
check for pos^le bombs at the Indepeiideiice tight security blanket for the funeral (AFP 
Square before shun oppositioa leader Gamuii photo) 

Dissanayake was cremated with full national 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
an opposition leader Gamini 
Dissanayake, killed by a 
suicide bomber while cam- 
paigning for the presidency, 
was aemated at (Colombo's 
Independence Square Satur- 
day before thousands of 
mourners. 

Two of his nephews lit the 
fonerai pyre in the presence 
of Mr. Dtsssanayake's widow 
Srima, picked by his United 
National Party this week to 
replace him as their candi- 
date for the Nov. 9 poll. 

Mr. Dissanayake. killed 
witii 53 others Sunday by a 
blast at a campaign rally, was 
cremated on a three-tiered 
pyre covered with white cloth 
edged with green — the col- 
our of )u5 party. 

Former weaker Haniffa 
Mohammad, who says Mr. 
Dissanayake's assassination 
was a conspiracy between the 
go>«mment and Tamil re- 
bels. called for an official 
commisrion to probe the kill- 
ing, 

“This killing by (Tamil) 
terrorists is a barbaric aa 
and a senseless action that 
has plunged the country into 
despair and grief,” he said in 
a funeral oration. 

The government has re- 
jected Mr. Mohammad's 
alle^tions. 

Governmnei representa- 
tives, including Home Affoirs 
Minister Amarasiri Dodan- 
goda who was u> have spoken 
at the ceremony, foiled to 
Turn up, probably fearing 


trouble from mourners. 

On Tuesday, Prime Minis- 
ter Chandrika Bandaranaike 
Kumaratunga and cabinet 
ministers were abused by a 
hostile crowd when they went 
to Mr. Dissanayake's resi- 
dence to pay their respects. 

Earlier Saturday, Mr. pis- 
sanayake’s cortege made its 
way through a maze of streets 
clogged with silent mourners 
on a 90-minute journey to the 
aemation site. 

’The only sounds on an 
otherwise quiet evening came 
from a helicopter which sho- 


wered rose flowers — a mark 
of respect at Sri Lankan state 
funerals — on the procession. 

Police estimated that about 
100,0(X) people took part, far 
more than attended the assas- 
sinated President Ranasinehe 
FYemadasa's foneraJ in Mav 
1993. 

The capital was festooned 
with while flags, the tradi- 
tional South Asian colour of 
mounting, together with ban- 
ners and large pictures of the 
dead leader. The government 
lifted an evening curfew but 
retained the option of re- 


imposing it. 

A military spokesman said' 
the situation was calm. But 
security forces noticeably 
tightened security and police 
and soldiers patrolled the 
streets. No incidents were re- 
ported. 

Police meanwhile sent the' 
head and other fragmentary 
remains of the suspected 
female assassin to Scotland 
Yard for further analysts by 
British forensic experts. The 
woman is believed to have 
detonated explosives strap- 
ped CO her body. 


Bonn coalition split over crime, immigration 


BONN (R) -- Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's coalition par- 
ties. narrowly returned in a 
general eleaion two weeks 
ago, Saturday postponed 
efforts to find a compromise 
on crime and immigration 
policy for a new government 
placfortn. 

Party leaders told reporters 
after the latest round of coali- 
tion R^otiations that talks on 
The dimcult issue of anti- 
crime measures would con- 
tinue later this week. 

The issue of easier im- 
migration rul^ demanded by 
Mr. Kohl's junior partners, 
the liberal Free Democrats 


(FDP), was also put off until 
after the next round of talks 
Wednesday. 

“Now we have hit rhe hard 
pan.” said Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel. head of the 
conservative Christian Social 
Union (CSU). the Bavarian 
Sister Party to Kohl's Christ- 
ian Democrats (CDU). 

Mr. Waigel spoke to repor- 
ters on his way into the third 
day of substantive talks on 
future policy following the 
coalition's nuarrow victory in 
the Oct. 16 election. 

Party officials have said the 
coalition panners were likely 


to settle for vague agree- 
ments on difficult issues like 
crime and citizenship in order 
not to stall the talks. 

Mr. Kohl wants to be voted 
in soon after parliament con- 
venes on Nov. 11, or at the 
latest in time for a CDU 
pany congress on Nov. 28. 
With a slim majority of just 
10 votes, he cannot do with- 
out full FDP suppon. 

Mr. Waigel's CSU and much 
of the bigger CDU ar eresisiing 
FDP demands that strict rules 
on German citizenship be re- 
laxed for long-time foreign 
residents, including the coun- 


try's 1.8 million Turkish, 
workers and their children._ 

The FDP. headed by Fore- 
ign Minister Klaus Kinkel. 
also wants to adopt the coun- 
try's first immigration quotas' 
after decades in which Ger- 
many saw itself as a non- 
immigrant state. 

The FDP. under pressure 
from slumping popularity to 
strengthen its liberal stance, 
has blocked CDU and CSU 
proposals to allow police to 
use high-tech microphone 
surveillance in the homes and 
hotel rooms of suspected 
gangsters. 


Bhutto offers friendship to opponents; Sharif rejects 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tani Prime Minister Benazir 
.Bhutto offered friendship 
Saturday to her political foes 
to pass two constitutional 
amendments but the offer 
was immediately rejected by 
opposition leader Nawaz 
Sharif. 

Mr. Bhutto said the 
opposition should support 
constitutional amendments to 
restore ^cial parliamentary 
seats for women, discon- 
tinued after a constitutional 
clause expired in 1990. 

Another would empower 
the assembly speaker to have 
the custody of deputies dur- 
ing their arrest or trial. 

~'We extend a hand of 
friendship to you." Ms. Bhut- 
to told toe opposition par-, 
liamentary deputies as the 
National Assembly (lower 
house) launched zr. 
opposition-called session, 
amid uproar. 


“You should also extend 
the hand of friendship to 
women who constitute 50 per 
cent of the population by 
restoring their reserved (par- 
liamentary! seats." 

But Mr. Sharif, the former 
prime minister who is cam- 
paigning against Ms. Bhutto 
since losing elections to her a 
year ago. said he had no 
confidence in the ruling 
Pakistan People's Party. 
“Trusting them is like befool- 
ing yourself.” 

^e session, called by the 
opposition to discuss the poli- 
tical situation and the arrest 
of some of its deputies during 
recent ami-Bhutro agitation, 
failed to take up its agenda 
because of a rumpus in the 
house when deputies from 
both sides exchanged abusive 
remarks. 

A scuffle between a ruling 
party deputy and two opposi- 
tion deputies was averted by 


the intervention of other col- 
leagues from both sides. 

The opposition insisted the 
government should bring all 
toe nine arrested deputies to 
the house. But Law Minister 
Iqbal Haider said the provin- 
cial government holding the 
deputies could release only 
those who were detained but 
not those being cried by 
courts. “Only courts are com- 
petent to release them." 

He said one detainee was 
already attending the House 
while three others had been 
released on parole by provin- 
cial authorities and 'were on 
their way to Islamabad. 

Mr. Bhutto, who along 
with her husband Asif Afi 
Zardari, had faced several 
criminal charges in couris in 
the past as opposition leader, 
said Mr. Zardari had been 
attending the assembly dur- 
ing his trial with the permis- 
sion of the court. 


"Why are they shy in 
approaching the courts when 
we arc also ready to help 
them there?” Ms. Bhutto 
asked. 

Mr. Shanf said he had no 
faith in the couns, accusing ' 
the government of appointing ' 
its supporters as judges. 71ie'' 
government denies the-- 

Ms. Bhuno said she laced * 
similar 'problems during the 
detention of her husband. - 
"We will have to amend the . ' 

constitution to empower the . 
speaker to have the custody 
of a member during his tnaL". 
she said. 

“Let us sit down and • ' 
cooperate on two amend- ’ ’ 
ments — for restoring the ' | 
reserved seats of the women' 

in the assembly and for ' 
empowering the speaker to 
have the custody of the 
arrested members." 
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The hopes for Casablanca 

THE CASABLANCA economic snmmit 
schednled to b^in today on economic de- 
velopment for tbe ^fiddle East and North 
Africa aims first and foremost to give the 
recent successes in the peace process an 
economic context. Without r^onal econo- 
mic development and the promotion of com- 
mercial and trade ties among the countries of 
the Middle East in particular and North 
Africa in general, the kind of peace that was 
painstakingly attained between Jordan and 
the Palestinians, on the one hand, and Israd, 
on the other, would continue to be devoid of 
flesh and meaning. We all know that the 
Arab countries in particular are afflicted by 
dire economic conditions comprising poverty 
and unemployment to such an e.\tent that 
they threaten the structure of political and 
l^d peace that has been achieved thus far. 
We also know that extremism flourishes on 
poverty and economic deprivation, including 
lack of social and economic justice. We.also 
comprehend that extremism is on the rise in 
our midst due to widespread social and 
economic ipjnstice'within the Arab societies. 
That is why the Casablanca conference could 
not have been convened at a better or more 
opportune time. What remains to be done is 
the agreement on the basic goals and objec- 
tives of this international gathering. Should 
the promoters of the confoence focus only on 
purely lucrative ventures, then we have 
every cause to be afraid that the objectives of 
the conference could end up exasperating the 
problem rather than solving it. The fact that 
the private sector will take an equal part in 
the deliberations suggests that indeed profit 
rather than public interest could be the 
driving force behind 'the effort. No-one 
would wish to brush aside the element of 
material gain whenever there is a scheme for 
regional economic p lanning and develop- 
ment. Viable economic projects would of 
course entail an element of profit. Still we 
would like to see the promoters of the 
Casablanca conference direct their attention 
to ways and means to create employment 
opportunities for the labour forces in the 
region and alleviate their economic and 
social problems. That is why we would have 
prefer^ to see representatives of the labour 
force present at the Casablanca convention 
so that their cause would also be taken into 
consideration. The International Labour 
Office’s (ILO) experience should therrfore 
be put to good use in Morocco. 

We cert^nly do not wish to see the rich 
becoming richer and the poor becoming 
poorer in the affected areas in the wake of 
the Casablanca gatherii^. Now therefore is 
the time to sound the alarm so that the 
declaration expected to be issued on Tnesday 
would be coitfortii;^ to all peoples in the 
region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMlWEIITAiaES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra'i Arabic daily Saturday pointed 
to two significant elements in U.S. President Bill Qinton's 
address to the Israeli Knesset and in his decision not to visit 
the old city of Jerusalem. The U.S. president reaffirmed to 
the Israeli' lawmakers that Washin^on remains a staunch 
supporters of the Jewish state r^ardless of its policies and 
its occupation of Arab land. 'He also reported to the 
Knesset about his earlier visit to Jerusalem and how he had 
pledged never to abandon Israel should he ever become 

g resident of the United States, said Mahmoud Al Rimawi. 

;ut later Mr. Clinton chose not to visit the Old City as was 
planned by the Israeli officials, thus following in the 
footsteps of former. U.S. presidents in this regard lest the 
visit be interpreted by the Israelis as an American support 
for Israel's annexation of the diy. said the writer. President 
Qinton's decision to stay away from the Old City repre- 
sented a significant sign to the Palestinians, added the 
writer. But he also said that his absolute support for the 
Jewish state is also conddered seriously by tbe Arabs, 
whose lands are still under occupation. 

AL DUSTOUR daily Saturday said that President Qxn- 
con's visit to Damascus reflected his administration's 
determination to bring about a comprehensive settlement 
on all tracks of the Arab-Israeii talks. Indeed, the 
Jordanian-lsraeli peace treaty has opened the door wide for* 
Washington to make moves to establish peace on the other 
fronts, »id the dailv. Stressing that peace can be achieved 
onlv on the basis of U.N. resolutions, the paper said that it 
is hoped that Israel would give up its intransigent position 
and remove the last barriers that prevent the conclusion of 
a just peace with Svria. The pdpcr noted that the 1991 
Madrid conference was convened to iraptenieat the U.N. 
resolutions, which contain the basic elements for the 
attainment of a just and lasting settlement with the Arab 
World. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabd Ai Fanck 


Demographic issues the 
treaty leaves open 


THE PEACE treaty that was signed between Jordan and 
Israel Wednesday did not resolve one of the major 
problems, namely the fate of displaced Palestinians (1967) 
and Palestinian refugees (1948). 

Israel insisted that this problem is not a purely 
Jordanian-lsraeli issue and that ihinJ parties should be 
involved, such as.the Palestinian self authority, and may 
have something to do with other Arab countries if Israel 
has the intention to raise the rights of the Jews who left 
Arab countries and migrated to Israel, leaving their 
property and other assets behind. In this respect, one 
should stress the difference between Palestinians who were 
expielled by force and violence and obliged to flee, leaving, 
all their be’lon^gs behind them, and the Jews of the Arab 
World who chose to migrate to Israel at a time and 
circumstances of their choice. 

Deferring the issue of displaced Palestinians in Jordan is 
only one example of the results of lack of coordination 
between Jordan and the Palestinian authority. Had we 
reached a documented understanding on the status of 
Palestinians living in Jordan regarding their future, rights 
and duties, Israel would not be able to postpone the issue 
until after peace, especially when it comes to the right of 
return for those who left Palestine on June 5, 1967 and 
thereafter. We were under the impression that their right to 
return to the West Bank and Gaza should not cause any 
disagreement because it is confirmed by %lear cut resolu- 
tions of the United Nations and the Security Council as well 
as by the international law. 

In'this respea, the treaty dealt with the issue of refugees 
and displaced Palestinians firom a pure attempt to alleviate 
their human suffering, not their exercise of a national ri^t. 
The treaty referred ^e issue of displaced Palestinians to a 
committee that includes E^t and the Palestinians and. 
referred the issue of PaJestinian refugees to the multilateral 
group. Jordan was able to amend the text of the treaty to 


point out international law as a reference for resolving tbe 
two interrelated but not identical issues. 

On the other hand, paragraph six of the general 
principles as stipulated in Article Two does not allow 
involuntary movements of persons, within the control of 
the two states in such a way as to adversely prejucfice tbe 
security of their par^. This is a simple statement but has 
extremely important consequences as we shall point out 
immecfiately. 

The above principle forbids Israel from expelling or 
deporting Palestinians towards Jordan. This puts an end to 
the Likud project to transfer Palestinian population to 
Jordan as Arael Sharon was adv6^ting. This is of course a 
remote possibility but it was causing a lot of anxiety and 
nervousness in Jordan. 

At the same time the agreed principle limits the ability of 
Jordan to oblige previously sported and or (fi^Iaiced 
Palestinians to return to Palestine against their will if and 
when their ri^t of return is secured. Any return should 
bv choice only. Jordan does not find a difficulty in 
a^pting this principle because it falls in line with the 
offidal position towards Palestinians in Jordan who win be 
given the choice of returning to the West Bank and Gaza or 
staying in the kingdom. 

Israel is extremely sendtive to demographic issues and 
showed fun interest in the subjea all aloi^. It conveniently 
emphasised one of the human rights, mainly not to deport 
an individual or to deprive hhn ffom his right of migration. 
It seems that Israel is placing its bets on the wiUingness of 
many Palestinians to leave the occupied territories volun- 
tarily to other Arab countries, and on the unwillingness of 
most Palestinians living in camps in Jordan to return to 
Palestine. Israel is evoking this human right selectively 
because it wants to encourage Palestinians to leave and 
discourage their return. 



U.S. presence in Gulf not universally popular 


By Yoossef Azzneh 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — Kuwaitis love 
President Bill Qinton who 
visited their small country 
on Friday to show U.S. 
support against Iraq, but 
fears exist that growing de- 
pendence on Washington 
may not be totally bene& 
cial. 

They may not love him as 
much as they did bis prede- 
cessor George Bush, who 
came to their rescue after 
Iraq's 1990 invasion, hot 
enough to Madden his heart 
and possibly help his popu- 
larity ratings at home. 

The admiration by almost 
an Kuwaitis of U.S. presi- 
dents for their tough re- 
sponses to Iraqi Resident 
Saddam Hussein is not 
necessarily shared by every- 
one around tbe region that 
sits on the world's ripest 
oil reserves. 

Gulf Arab ^)veniments, 
led Saudi Arabia, regard 
their allian ce with Washing- 
ton as a strategic necessity. 

They hope it wHl keep at 
bay what they see as po^- 
tiaJ predators among tens of 
miUrons of impoverished 
nei^bOQis ^o envy them 
the wealth that metamorph- 
osed their mainly nomad 
and impoverished com- 


munities into ultra-modem, 
high-tech states in less than 
50 years. 

Business communities 
generaUy share the con- 
cerns of their governments 
and see tbe Washington 
link as healthy insuiance. 

But many senior offidals 
and some businessmen ex- 
press oonoem in private ab- 
out what they see as the 
increasing dependence on 
the U.S. that is antagonis- 
ing large sections of sodety 
brought up on a diet of 
anti-Amencan rhetoric. 

“Many ordinaiy people 
don't like it... It & feeding 
an Islamic backlash that 
coaid be dangerous in the 
long-term,” one Gulf diplo- 
mat said. 

He and ochens like him 
do not necessarily see 
another way out fte their 
governments. 

The six states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCXt) — Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — are surrounded by 
potentially hostile 60 mil- 
lion Iranimi and 20 millioD 
Ira^ to the east and north, 
ana 13 million Yemenis in 
the south west. 

They do not completely 
trust foe 20 million levan- 
tines — Palestinians, Jorda- 


nians, Syrians and 
Lebanese to foe north and 
fear foe rise of a hostile 
power across tbe Red Sea in 
E^t. 

Muslim militants in 
Egypt, which has a popula- 
tion of nearly 60 million, 
are waging a violent cam- 
paign against the country’s 
pro-Wesreru government. 

Even in their own coun- 
tries, they are often out- 
nnmbered by expatriate 
workers who have flocked 
to tte Gulf in millions for a 
share of the oil bonanza 
that the sparsely populated 
states of foe region were in 
no position fo exploit on 
their own. 

They have so far not been 
able to develop a joint re- 
gionaJ miiitaiy deterrent 
despite foe biluons of dol- 
lars they spent on aims 
purchases, mainly ftom foe 
United States. 

The sight of American 
troops is foe land of Islam 
already an^zs purists who 
see it as a sipn oi weakness 
and cormption. 

One Gulf d^lomat said 
that resentment was fed by 
foe fact that foe Giflf states 
are having to pay foe costs 
of U.S. and ofoer allied 
deployment. Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait between them 
paid some $100 billion of 


Fraud triggers alarm bells in S. Africa 


By Rory Cbanning 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — 
Some use computers, 
others condoms, but what- 
ever the means, the quest 
for the illegal “f^ buck*' in 
South Afnca has become 
feverish. 

Fraud and economic 
crime, commentators say, 
have boomed in recent 
years marked by foe longest 
recession on record and 
pK>liticaI uncertainty accom- 
panying South Africa's 
transition to a post-apar- 
theid democracy. 

However, the battle 
against such offences will 
move up a gear soon when 
police, criminologists.lawy- 
ers. accounting and forensic 
experts, management con- 
sultants and corporate 
chieft meet to review ways 
of curbing the menace. 

“Fraud is said to be one 
of the fastest growing indus- 
tries in South Africa,” said 
a statement by conference 
organiser A7C. a division of 
Euromoney, which has 
arranged a ^o-day meeting 
starting Wednesday to ex- 
amine the problem of 


corporate fraud. 

*^at will be followed by 
one on corruption on Fri- 
day. coinciding with these, 
another sympxrsium will be 
held on commercial crime. 

“Commercial crime and 
fraud are increasing at an 
alarming rate," declar^ a 
statement by the organisers 
of that forum. Conference 
Corporation. 

Two recent incidents 
illustrate the wide-ranging 
nature of commercial 
crime. 

Italian police on Tuesday 
arrested a British fonner 
corporate chairman in Flor- 
ence, pending an extradi- 
tion hearing, on eight 
charges of ftaud involving 
29 nullion rand (S8 million) 
following the collapse of foe 
industri^ group he headed 
in South Africa. 

An Israeli appeared in a 
Johannesburg court last 
Wednesday * charged with 
unlawful possession of un- 
cut diamonds, weighing 570 
carats, which he had tried 
to smuggle onto a Rom& 
bound mght in condoms in- 
serted up his rectum. 

Greed, political uncer- 


tainty, frustration with fore- 
ign exchange controls, an 
erosion ofvalues, and tech- 
nological advances which 
increase Of^rtunities for 
money laundering have 
contributed to the problem, • 
analysts sa>[. Computer-re- 
lated fraud is foe t^ most 
feared by corporate man- 
agement, police say. 

Concern over foe mount- 
ing fraud led to foe forma- 
tion in 1992 of a special 
office for serious economic 
crimes. 

Advocate Dawie Fouche, 
assistant director for the 
office, said it was currently 
investigating 20 cases worth 
1.15 billion rand ($319 mil- 
lion), and three whose 
value had not been deter- 
mined. ‘They ranged from 
foreign exchange and trade- 
and investment-related 
fraud to alleged police cor- 
ruption. 

He stressed, however, 
the office only took on 
cases which its limited staff* 
of 17 lawyers and 13 police 
investigators could manage. 
Cases were accepted not 
necessarily because of sums 
involved, but also because 


of their complexity, a need 
for urgency in solving them, 
or importance to the public 
interest. 

The forensic and 
accounting arm of interna- 
tional accounting and man- 
agement consultants 
I^MG, which runs a fraud 
barometer based on press 
reports, said the value of 
“major” cases — involving 
over 400.000 rand 
(SI 11.000) each — more 
than doubled in 1993 to 1.3 
billion ( 5367 million). 

In the first half of 1994, it 
monitored 29 such cases 
worth 372 million rand 
(S103 million), in which 
management was responsi- 
ble for 50 per cent, ofoer 
employees 12 per cent and 
outsiders tbe rest. 

Reporting on results of a 
survey of major corpora- 
tions early in 1994. it said: 
“Ninety-seven per cent of 
respondents felt that fraud 
was a major problem feeing 
business today, while 90 per 
cent felt the probletn was 
getting worse.” 

The value of ‘-so-called 
routine fraud is reported to 
have jumped sevenfold. 


Haiti choice for * 
premier was in f; 
government befoi^ 


By Andrew Downie 
Renter 

PORT-AU-PRINCE — 
The last time Smarck 
Mkfod woriced in H^'s 
goiyenunent with his ftiead 
Prerident Jean-Bertrand 
Arisbde be quit after just a 
few monfos, appazoidy un- 
happy at hfr. Aristide's m- 

Now, Mr. hfidtel, 57, has 
.been diosen Nft. Aris- 
tide again, rfe time as 
prime minister, a hot seat in 
a Goantiy *wifo so many 
problems, giving power 
almost equal to that of the 
president. Tbe nomination 
nei^ ratification, by parfia- 
znenL 

A moderately wealthy 
TWMiij Mr. NCdiel owns a 
food distribfztion outlet in 
PoTt-au-Pzince, real estate 
and p etro l stations, one of 
them on the capital's 
busiest road. 

He is also die son of a 
Hattian army officer. 

Yet his DominatioD was 
not gieefod wifo pleasure 
by Haiti's small, weaftfay 
eUte, to whom his status as 
a busmessmao who had an 
officer father mi^t ffve 
Mm enny. They see Ms 
friendship with Mr. Aris- 
tide as ontwei^img his busi- 
ness credentials. 

Mr. ^diel is best known 
for Ms short stint as com- 
merce minister in 1991 dur- 
ing Mr. Azi^de’s first term 
as presidenL 

}^. Mkhel quit the post 
following disagreements 
over bow to lower tbe price 
of baac frxzdstnffis. 

The two men have re- 
mained close, however, 
ance the 1991 coap that 
toppled Mr. Aristide 
althou^ while the deposed 
President speat three years 
in exile in Caracas ai^ 
WasMngton, Mr. Midwl 
sp^ most of Ms lime in 
Haiti tending to Ms business 


jeadeis d foe 
hne tbaz ousted Ms. 
tide. 

»After being a g 
friend of Anado foe 1 


httw wifo snspicaott, Sfod 
one p**" who has kBcMA 
Mr. llfichel sace foe .faie 
I97trs. **He is ooosideie^a 
moderate ainoog foe 
tide) camp ba ma^ afo. 
how moderate cm fo^ 
(Aristide aSies) be.** 
llie two men became 
friends in tbe mid-198B^ 
when they bodi spoke out 
gouin^ the biutai legfineof 

r. ■*Wa}w 


Mr. KGdiel, however, 
kept Ms distance from foe 


Baby DocTj 

Dnvalier, who from 
power in 1966. 

in 1990 Mr. Midcei 
served as ueasme r for foe 
pcmular Rooian CafooBc 
pnesfs can^i^B te presi- 
dent. Dnrsi^ the two- 
moofo ca mpaign , Mr. Aris- 
tide so^ed at Mr. h fifoeft 
home zn tbe wealthy subnib 
of PegnyriBe. 

Mr. MfebeTs family cmie 
to know Mr. Aristide wA 
Ifis Motbei, PMEppe, was 
Mr. Aiisade's b odygaanl 
and Ms dan^iter was foe 
jHesidepfs dose ouuipau- 
ion during hzs seven mooifas 
in c&ce. 

Mr. Mkbd was bom on 
March 29, 1937 in tbe weit- 
exn town of St Marc, foe 
seocod of 12 daldren. As 
tbe son of an army c^sam, 
Mr. Midiel moved fre- 
qaemfy about Hiuti and 
grew up in the towns of Les 
Cayes, Jeremie, Ctp- 
Hamen and Poct-an-Prinoe. 

He left for tbe United 
States in 1956 at tbe ape of 
19 and sindied bonnem 
adsumsoixioa at tise Ifew 
York Business School, 
woridn^ Ms way tiuongfr 
school. 

He le t uiu ed three yean 
later! to help Ms fafoer’s 
bosiaess and in 1965 bran- 
ched out to open Ms own 
firm, sdllmg fbod products. 
He has riaoe broadened his 
' bosiDess^fr^s£4lx>uKliide 
other compames. 


foe allied cos& of tbe 1991 
Gulf war. 

“We know they are here 
to proiea their own is- 
terests and not for love of 
Gulf Arabs,” he said. 

^en U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Qiristo^ier 
came to Kuwait earlier tMs 
month to meet GCC foren 
ign mastsrsT “burden- 
sharing,” as be called it, 
was at foe top of Ms agen- 
da. 

He asked them, and foe 
Gulf states agreed, to pay 
for foe cost to foe U.S. of 
sending its fleet, warfoips 
and thousands of soldiers to 
tile Gulf in response to the 
massing of M.OOO Iraqi 
troops close to Kuwait's 
border. The MU for Amer- 
ican troops alone Is ex- 
pected to run to some $1 
billioD. 

A Gulf diplomat who 
attended tbe talks reacted 
warily: “When foe British 
colonised us, foey used to 
pay us. Now foe Americans 
are doing the same but they 
want us to 'pay for it.” 

He was referring to pay- 
ments that Britrin, wM^ 
treated most Gulf states as 
protectorates until the early 
1970s, used to make to im- 
pecunious Gulf rulers be- 
fore oil started to enrich 
them. 


LETTERS 


Good times to come 

To tibe Effitur; 

THE PROMISING events of last Wednesday adorned 
Mstoiy wifo outstanding mennents pavmg foe way for 
rcspteo^ Dines to cenne. The antagomsm arid hatred (bat 
have intensified thTOU]|boat the 46 yeaxs of ««««* have 
been dissolved in die signatures of enUghtened statesmen. 
The tre^ of peace between Jordan and Israel has been 
finally s^ed and shall be indoctrinated in foe constitutions 
of the two states in a matter of <feys. Under the auqnces of 
foe United States of America, permanent peace has been 
sponsored and ^ven new life in tbe Mi^e East. 

Jordan has always b ee n a country in ^rriiring e n nriast 
with its nei^bonrs because of the scarcity of its natur al 
resources. However, Jordanians have almost always coosMi- 
dated and stood by foe hufiqiensable gmdance of dieir 
beloved leader. It was thus that Jordan survived and even 
pro^imed. Zh foe most delicate of economic situatioos and 
pofitical predicaments imposed by our erratic region, the 
people have remarkably overemne unpedmg banieis 
throng ingenious routes deUnrated by tbe King. 

In order to ensure foe oontunzhy of that prosperity and 
provkfe modi needed stabDiiy to tbe Middle East, mng 
Hussein has dedded, 'with the siqiport of tbe majoritir, to 
make peace with Israel. 

la foe overafoelming atmosphere of peace and zecon- 
dliation, the representative body of tbe Palestinians, 
namely the Palestine Liberation Organisatkm (PLO), has 
made peace with Israd; Sein Fein and the British govern- 
ment have succeed e d in initiating promising 
azid finally blacks and whites in South Africa have worked 
band in to form a new constitution free cd segrega- 
tion. In thb long sought spirit, Jordan has maA. peace 
Israel not in an attempt to emulate others, but rather as a 
prophylactic measure to ^>are tbe nation ftrrtirer wars, and 
open new doors for trade and mutually beneficial comra- 
tion. Thus in effect, peace will elevate foe livine 
of the Jordanian pd>ple. 

Now, there is talk of opporition in the local private 
newqjap^. Here’s my opinion: If, at tbe most cr&l of 
ttmes when our national unity is of insurmountable 
importance, we show opposition and scepticism to tbe 
cou^ OTimtiy is taking, we will have proven that we 

are l^g m Iqydty to tbe s|Mrit of patriotian and we are 

not show ^ foe mpredation we owe foe ’Kinp He has led 
^ved wnhout 

tte combmanra ^ lu pragmatism, vinuonsiiess aod 
enduring political bnlliaiice. 

^ ^ sMd that maTring peace with 

of Arabism are 
themselves set the nature of their 
aimw, and smre most Arab conntries have shown 
of that 

aignment is obvionsly veiy shallow 

one can only hope that the advantaees rf 

at the mageifiemee of the ^TtSltwed^Lg^^' 
Eatni Tmnean, 

Amman 

mteaded for pubUcation, howver 
miter's 6in name and ptefeiablv ‘ootain the 

can be vntiibcid Naa^ 

Hrannaan.^ aider spedll 

!• nienempap- 
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following is the fuU 
fgXt of 8D address given by 
ffis tfighness Prince 
Obazi Ben Mohammad, 
cujtiirai secretary to His 
I^jesty the King, at a sym- 
posum on “Enrope's ethnic 
groups, minorities* legioo,” 
opened Saturday in 
tbe Cz^ of Brno, 
pnnee Ghaa is represent- 
ing His Royai Highness 
Grown Prince Hassan at the 


Bosnia from the Islamic perspective 


IT IS an honour and a 
l^eas^ to be with you this 
morning and to address 
your conference on behalf 
of His Royal Highness 
Crown PriiiM EI-Hassan. 
His Royai Highness extends 
10 you his greetings and 
best wishes, and his de^ 
regrets fx not being able to 
join you personally. His 
Royal Highness is in Casab- 
hnca representing His 
Kbjesty tang Hussein and 
joidan at tbe Arab Econo-' 
mic Summit. 

Ladies and genttemen, 

Tbe issue I will address 
tins morning is the tragedy 
of Bosnia; the tragedy of 
tte Muslims as a relidous 
group in Bosnia and die 
effects of this tragedy on 
the Islamic World and on 
MasUms tbe world over. 
We in Jordan feel that we 
have a particular ri^t to 
qjeak on tins issue, for two 
reasons: 

Hrst, we have a right to 
speak for Islam because as 
Jordanians and as Hashe- 
mhes we represent tradi- 
timial, moderate and — I, 
dare say — "ehli^tened” 
[Blarn. That is, the spirit of 
‘the vast roajorite of Mus- 
lims dironghout history and 
up to the present day. Mus- 
bms are, as the Holy Koran 
says (2:143), an **Umniatan 
Wasatan*': a people of the. 
“core," of the centre, of the 
middle or of moderation, or 
people of what is called, 
pn western terms, the 
i\ristoteIean Mean.** And 
we in Jordan are tbe middle 
of this "Umma'* or “na- 
tion,'’ geographically, 
ethnically, religiously, and 
politically. We bridge be- 
tween the Maghreb and In- 
[donesia; .between “black 
Islam” and “yellow Ulmn;" r 
'Between secular Islam and 
'Islamic fundamentalism; 
between anti-Western 
sentiment and total capi- 
Itulation to Western culture. 

We in Jordan are, and have 
always been, friends and 
admirers of the West but do 
not believe that in every 
sphere of life “West is 
b^." Our cultural policy 
— and by culture I mean 
the intellectual,. moral and 
social content ^ a civilisa- 


tion; its forms, its habits; its 
(^toms; in short every- 
thing in the modem world 
that is not political, milit- 
ary, economic or leg^ 

our cultural policy, I re- 
peat, has always been to 
take the best from the 
Western world and to com- 
bine it with the best from 
our own civilisation and 
heritage as long as it does 
not contradict it. In short, 
we in Jordan represent both 
the quintessence of tradi- 
tional Islam and the suc- 
cessful merger between 
Islam and the modem 
world, and this is to say 
noting of our family's his- 
torical role as Hashemites. 

Second, we feel we have 
a particular right to speak 
about Bosnia not because 
we have taken into Jordan 
this or that number of sick 
refugees according to our 
capiacity, and not b^use 
we have sent this or that 
amount of humanitarian aid 
or money to Bosnia accord- 
ing to our capabilities, but 
because we luiow and we 
love Bosnia and tiie Bos- 
nian people. Moreover, of 
all the world*s nations, we 
have the second largest Un- 
ited Nations peacekeeping 
contingency force in the 
former Republic of Yugos- 
lavia. Both His Majesty 
King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan have visited 
the former Yugoslav Re- 
publics since the conflict 
be^an, and the Crown 
Prince has even been to 
Sarajevo under siege condi- 
tions, accompanied by the 
eldest son of His Majestv 
King Hussein, HU Royal 
Higness Prince Abdull^, 
in his capacity as the Com- 
mander of the Jordanian 
Special Forces. Furth- 
ermore, I should also note 
that there has been a small 
Jordanian community in 
Bosnia and a small Bosnian 
community in Jordan since 
tbe turn or the century. All 
this is to say, then, that 
Jordan and Bosnia are in- 
tegrally connected. 

It is estimated that the 
total number of. civilian 
dead in Bosnia (and ^is 
frgure does not indude the 
wounded or the maimed) 
has been at least 260,000, 
and 90 per cent of these 
have been Muslims. 
Moreover, the EC Commis- 
sion of Inquiry beaded by 
Dame Anne Warburton, in 
the spring of 1993, has esti- 
mated that. at least 20,000 
Bosnian women have been 
held and raped in Serbian 
rape camps, and this figure 
is; sadly, probably only 
around a third of the real 


flgure. Three quaners of 
the teautiful mosques of 
Bosnia have been destroyed 
and over one million Mus- 
lims have been driven out 
of their homes in Bosnia to 
become refugees scattered 
all over the world. Today 
the Bosnian Serbs, 32 per 
cent of the population of 
Bosnia before the war, are 
still refrising peace plans 
that would legally give them 
49 per cent of the territory 
erf BosoU, and this is precis^ 
because they control over 
7Q per cent of it and seem 
poised to conquer yet more 
thU U winter, in short, the 
deliberate Bosnian Serb 
policy of ethnic cleansing 
has worked, U working and 
looks like it will work still 
further. On the other band, 
the Bosnian government, 
whose official policies have 
always been for pluralUm, 
-democracy, egality between 
ethnic groups and respect 
for human rights, is still 
' unable to legally buy arms 
to defend itself and its peo- 
ple, and thereby divert an 
essentially military-civilian 
conflict into a military- 
. militaiy confrontation, be- 
cause it is said that this 
would ignite the fighting yet 
further. Tvranty-frve United 
Nations resolutions, plenti- 
ful humanitarian aid and 
cosmetic NATO strikes 
have all admittedly been 
forthcoming, but the Isla- 
mic World has been pre- 
vented from sending any 
real military aid or assist- 
ance by the Unied Nations 
arms embargo on Bosnia. 

lliese facts. ladies and 
gentlemen, are known to all 
of you and to recount them 
is the least and briefest 
possible thing I could say 
about Bosnia, and they con- 
vey nothing of the unspeak- 
able horrors and unimagin- 
able terrors and suffering 
that the Bosnian Muslims in 

P articular have suffered. 

ut these facts. ladies and 
gentlemen, are also not lost 
on the 1.1 billion Muslims 
of the worid, one fifth of 
the world's population, and 
in his heart of hearts no 
- Muslim -believes- -that -the 
Western world would have 
ever permitted Muslims to 
behave towards Christians 
as Christians have behaved 
towards them in Bosnia. 

In order to understand 
how the Islamic World sees 
the tragedy of Bosnia it is 
first necessary to know a 
little about the historical 
background against which 
this tragedy has occurred. 
Therefore I trust you will 
permit me to digress slightly 
and depict this background 
as briefly as I can. 


The fact is that ever since 
Napoleon landed in Egypt 
in 1798, the Islamic World 
has been in a state of up- 
heaval like of which it had 
never seen before. What, 
had been, next to Oiristian- 
ity. the largest, most power- 
ful, longest enduring and 
most glorious civilisation 
the world had ever known, 
suddenly became a second- 
if not third rate power. 
Admittedly, Islam had been 
in political decline for a 
while before 1798 and the 
star of Europe had long 
sinite been rising, but it is 
nevertheless true to note 
that the Ottomans had been 
at the gates of Vienna as 
late as 1683, and had even 
taken the Ulcraine 10 years 
prior to that. Suddenly, 
however, with the dawning 
of the 19th century the Isla- 
mic Woiid found itself com- 
pletely outstripped militari- 
ly, politically, tedinologi- 
cally and scientifi^ly. !n 
earlier times when the Isla- 
mic World was in danger on 
the human plane by such 
threats as the Mongols, the 
Crusaders and llmurlane, 
the structure of 'Islamic 
society and culture, never- 
theless, remained at root 
intact, and was eventually 
able to either absorb its 
conquerors and turn them 
into Muslims or to expel 
them. However, the new 
danger in the 19th century 
was not merely one that 
effeaed the lives of a cer- 
tain proportion of the 
population, but one that 
effected the very fabric of 
the entire society. The very 
being of Islam was in dan- 
ger in a way completely- 
alien to its experience. For 
the 19th century brought 
‘with it not just European 
colonialism and imperial- 
.ism. but an onslaught of 
brute machinery invented 
in the Industrial Revolution 
which instantly devastated 
the traditional artisanal 
^ilds, agricultural prac- 
tices and nomadic strategic 
depth of the Islamic World, 
and hence dealt an instant 
death blow to its traditional 
socio-economic structure.- ■ ■ 
Even more harmful, in 
the long term, was, incred- ' 
ibiy, the secularist and re- 
lativist mental universe that 
came with the modern 
socio-economic structure. 
The Mongols, the Crusad- 
ers and the other opponents 
of the Arabs In history had 
shared the same basic view 
of the human condition that 
is presented by Islam: i.e. 
that man naturally is bom. 
lives and dies in this world 
on a grand journey to an 
eternal and better world; 


that man will have to 
account for his deeds; that 
good or bad are objective 
truths; that there is an abso- 
lute; that reality has a 
meaning, and, above all. 
that God exists and presides 
over the world He created. 
However, the secularism 
and relativism of the 19th 
century brought a radically 
different view of the nature 
of the human condition, a 
view that would eventually 
seek to corrode the tradi- 
tional reference points of 
the world of faith, and re- 
place it with thinly dis- 
^ised atheism and nihil- 
ism. What p^cularly lent 
credence to its arguments 
were nothing other than the 
fruits of its thinking, that is. 
the empirical evidence of 
modem science and tech- 
nology. Thus, philosophical 
theories and schools of 
thinking radically opposed 
to religion, from Freudian- 
ism to Darwinism, sprang 
up everywhere and were 
everywhere given a hearing 
in the name of science and 
'progress'. 

Of course, not many peo- 
ple in the Islamic World 
directly lost their Islamic 
faith because of the mate- 
rial advances of the secular- 
ist — relativist mentality, 
but nevertheless the over- 
whelming and ubiquitous 
products that were the 
fruits of this mentality soon 
forced the Islamic World to 
abandon the plane of the 
unseen as its primary con- 
cern and focus of energy 
and culture, and start react- 
ing on the eanbly level. 
Soon, the Islamic World 
-became involved in a 
breathless material struggle 
with a Europe that was al- 
ways one step ahead and 
that was anyway itself cul- 
turally spinning out of con- 
trol. 

Indeed, the world has 
seen more change in the last 
200 years than in the last 
6000 years of high civilisa- 
tion before that, and the life 
of the avera^ person has 
been altered beyond recog- 
nition through telephones 
- and televisions; through- 
flight and through the de- 
mogra'phic expiosiori;'^' 
through the fear of atomic/ 
nuclear weapons and 
through computers. The 
modern world has thor- 
oughly shaken the notion of 
high culture in Europe and 
has left the Islamic World in 
an even greater state of 
bewilderment. 

Even when the Islamic 
World finally threw off the 
shackles of imperialism af- 
ter World War II. it re- 
mained in a state of deep 



Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad 


uncenainty characterised,, 
on the one hand, by a de- 
fiant pride and, on the 
other hand, ironically, by a 
mad rush to take on West- 
ern technology, weapons 
and heavy industry. To- 
wards the human and social 
aspects of Western world 
the Islamic World also re- 
mained and remains today 
in two minds. On the one 
hand, individual freedoms, 
political freedoms, personal 
rights and human rights in 
the West are admired by 
the people of the Islamic 
World and are deemed to 
be in accordance with the 
"true spirit of Islamic 
morality," and on the other 
hand, the breakdoun of 
family and religious values 
in the West is strongly con- 
demned and denounced. It 
is against this emotionally 
schizophrenic anitude to- 
wards Europe, ladies and 
gentlemen, that the tragedy 
of Bosnia falls. Half the 
Islamic World was looking 
to Western democracy to 
solve its ills and the other 
half was foreseeing after the 
breakdown of Communism 
and with the rise of Islamij: 
fundamentalism,' an inevit- 
able dash between the two 
dvifisations. 

It will thus not surprise 
you, ladies and gentlemen, 
if I say that over' and above 
profound sorrow and out- 
rage felt by the Islamic 
World, the Muslim holo- 
caust m Bosnia is likely to 
have far-reaching effects on 
the future of both Islamic 
and Western civilisations. 
The genodde of one quar- 
ter of a million Muslims in 
the 199i)s in Europe means, 
rightly or wrongly, to the 


.majority in (he srreet in the 
Islamic World, that the Un- 
ited Nations and the Gene- 
va Conventions are grim 
farces; grim farces which 
the Western nations use to 
beat the rest of the world 
over the head with when it 
suits them, and which they 
brush under the carpet 
when it does not- It means 
also that a Muslim life is not 
v.’onh to the West a fraaion 
of what a non-Muslim life is 
worth, no matter how secu- 
lar and how white — and 
the Bosnians were at the 
beginning of the conflict 
probably the whitest and 
most secular Muslims of the 
world — and Europe is 
simply not willing to toler- 
ate a Muslim state no mat- 
ter how small or how 
friendly in its midst. .And it 
matters little to Muslims to 
point out that there has 
been a long history of recip- 
rocal persecution between 
Croats and Serbs — and 
that some Bosnian Muslims 
have at times been impli- 
cated in this history — first, 
because two wTongs do not 
make a right, especially 
when in the distant past, 
and second because the 
average Muslim knows next 
Id nothing about the histbry 
of Bosnia. 

Such perceptions have 
been, to those in the Islamic 
World looking to the West 
for moral leadership, a rude 
slap in the face, for them 
and for their arguments for 
mutual tolerance and 
friendship and for adopting 
Western-style democracy. 
Muslims all over the world 
are angry, hun and dis- 
appointed. and they are 
rethinking iheir admiration 


of Wesiem institutions. 

The problem is yet more 
complex than this however. 
It goes beyond mere senti- 
ment. First, the situation in 
Bosnia has created tension 
and bad feeling in Muslim 
countries, particularly 
along the Mediterranean, 
where there had never been 
any social differentiation 
between the Muslim major- 
ity and the Christian minor- 
ities. The conflict has. sad- 
ly. heightened the sense of 
difference between and 
within these minorities. 
Second, the situation in 
Bosnia has created a cenain 
amount of anti-Western 
feeling in Islamic countries 
and has thus helped to push 
the general population to- 
wards the slogans of the 
fundamentalist movements. 
Third, this increase of Isla- 
mic-Wesiern polarisation 
has in turn scared parts of 
the pro-Wesrem segment of 
the population and has 
caused them to start to im- 
migrate to Europe in ever 
greater numbers. Fourth, 
these immigrants in turn 
have staned to compete 
with native Europeans for 
jobs in business, and this 
has aided the rise of ultra- 
nationalist sentiment in 
Europe. In short, the 
tragedy of Bosnia has and 
will polarise the Mediterra- 
nean into two ever-more 
hostile camps. Admittedly. 

I have greatly simplified the 
matter but. nevenheless. 
the logic and truth of what I 
am saying is sound and easy 
to see. Injustice breeds 
hate: extremism breeds ex- 
tremism: blood breeds 
blood: and Islamic and 
Western worlds are only 
pushed further along to- 
wards the imminent con- 
frontation between them 
which many people have 
been talking about since the 
demise of Communism. 

It is a dark picture that ! i 
have painted, but it is just ' 
simply the case that vvhai , 
had happened in Bosnia is 
an evil stain on the history 
of humanity, and no gviod 
will ever* come of it. 
However. 1 come from a 
land where only three days 
a|io one of the' longest arid 
bitterest conflicts' in the 
modem world has moved 
definitively and irrevocably ; 
closer to' being resolved l 
forever. Jordan and Israel, 
as you all no doubt know, { 
have finally signed the j 
peace treaty that has j 
alluded them for 50 years, i 
And if Arab and Jew. for- j 
mally bitieresi of foes, can [ 
come together in peace, j 
then so also can the foes in { 
Bosnia lay down their arms. | 
It is difficult, ladies and i 
gentlemen, but it can be j 
done. I leave it to you and | 
to this symposium to tel! us j 
how. 


House begins debate on treaty today 


.some of whom were not 
JoidaiiiaD citizens, prevented 
■ the prefer appointed by 

- die l^nistry of Awqaf from 

addressing tfae worshippers. 

:. He said Sheikh Abu Zant 
delivered tiie sermon 
: and was attacked by dvihans 

after he left the mosqae. 
SheiHi Abu Zant was then 
: - taken to hcsptal by dvil de- 

fence and was put under 
guild, Mr. Hammad said, 
vj: “We do not ^>prove any 

: >1. <Bsturbanoes to security 1^ 
any side... and we condemn 
^ attack on any dtizen," 
Mr. Hammad told lawmak- 
. -eis. 

::V- . The House demanded tiiat 
- ^ lovernment launch an 

investigation into the 
• :i • incident “so that those found 
..jcS ^ty te held responsible.**- 
A p^amentary committee 
mduding two LAF deputies 
*as also fonned CO look into 


(Contfamed oo pa^ 1) 
the case. 

In their statement, de- 
puties called for the protec- 
tion of freedom of exprosrion 
and the ri^t of dtizens to 
express their opinions. 

Parliamentarians directly 
involved in drafting the state- 
ment said the woitiing was' 
approved after consultation 
with the Islamist deputies, 
adding that tbe government 
was notified of the content. 

Tbe majority of lawmak- 
ers, including several lAF de- 
puties, endorsed the state- 
ment before Dr. Omoush ob- 
jected to it, prompting a he- 
ated row at the end of the 
session. 

The Islamists and other 
opponents of tfae peace pro- 
cess have accused the govern- 
•ment of stifling their voices 
by denying them permission 
to hold anti-peace treaty .ral- 
lies. 


Dr. Akaileh said the “brut- 
al attack on Sheikh Abu Zant 
is an attack on the House and 
the Jordanian people whom 
the House represents." 

Dr. Akaileh condemned 
what be called tbe govern- 
' ment’s encroachment on pub- 
lic freedoms and attempts to 
oppress the opposition, 
which he stressed has been 
- acting responsibly to protect 
tbe I^gdom’s stability and 
security. 

The attack on Sheikh Abu 
Zant, he said, "is considered 
a spark of strife started by the 
^vernment that could have 
led to civil war had it not 
been for God's care.” 

‘The dedaration of a state 
of emergency and sending 
security forces to surround 
mosques are signs of a civil 
war mat I fear we would not 
be able to contain (if it is to 
start),*' said Dr. Akaileh. 





Duties on cars may be cut 


pressare, Jordan wfll 
to bring down customs 
on cars as part of the 
of fts entry to the 
General Agreements on 
-aad Trade (GATT), 
yowi sets a 60 per cent ceil- 
^ on customs duties. 

Jordan cannot seek protec- 
^ measures in this context 
it does not manufacture 
amomolnles. 


(Continiied od 1) 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the Ministry of 
Rnance and Customs’ study 
cODiained any measures to 
address complaints by those 
who bought cars in tbe last 
five years that they need 
compensation. There are 
voices already sugge^ng that 
one way of addressing their 
complaints is to offwt the 
difference in customs duties 


through exempting them 
from income tax to an 
equivalent amount. 

"If the reduction in cus- 
toms duties is not accompa- 
nied 1^ a mechanism to com- 
pensate those who paid dear- 
ly for their cars, then the 
whole exercise will be un- 
feir,” said a car owner, the 
sentiments of mwy others 
fricing the same dilemma. 
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Syria wants Israeli statement 


•(Continiwd oa page 1) 


^ Sunday in 

Morocco. 

A foragn min 
confirmee 


but had L 

decided. 

Kozyrev 

«SniQK of the 


peace treaty on Wednesday 
on the countries’ border but 
was forced to cancel planned 
vists to Israel, Syria and 
Lebanon because he had to 
return to Moscow voce 
against a parliamentary mo- 
tion of no confidence against 
the government. The motion 
failed. 


Russia was left largely on 
the sidelines of tbe Israel-' 

Jordan peace initiative, bro- 
kered in pan by Washington, 
but intends to play a major 
role in efforts to make peace 
between Israel and Syria — 
long one of Moscow's key 
allies- in the region. 

"president Assad Muld 
agree to Russian mediation," 

he added. 


Clinton hails treaty 

on pese 1) 


land-for-peace bargain with 
\ Israel. 

In his radio address, Mr. 
Clinton said a tenacious 
effon by the United States 
formed the keystone of the 
peace treaty si^ed by Jordan 
and Israel last week. 

He said the troops he 
urgently dispatched to 
Kuwait earlier this month 
stopped an Iraqi army “dead 
in its tracks" and forced it to 
' withdraw without a shot 
being fired. 

Mr. Clinton said that in his 
travels he put the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on notice it must “do 
every^ing it can" to end 
“terrorism" against Israel. 
And he said he told Syria it is 
time for it to join the peace 
process and come to terms 
with the Jewish state. 

"We made progress on this 
trip, and we'll continue to do 
oiir part to bring peace to this 
long-troubled part of the 
world.” Mr. Clinton said. 

In a statement issued on 
board Air Force One, the 
.White House said Mr. Qin- 
ton and King Fahd “voiced 
their view that any attempt to 
lift or alleviate the sanctions 
on Iraq will continue to be 
premature as long as Iraq 
does not comply fully and 
comprehensively" with all 
security council resolutions. 

"Any other efforts incon- 
sistent with Che Security 
Council resolutions would 
only result in encouraging the 
Iraqi regime to continue its 
aggression policies to flout 
the will of the internationa] 

community," Mr. Clinton 
and King 'Fahd said. 

The statement confirmed 
that Saudi Arabia was firmly 
backing the U.S. position in 
its standoff against Iraq. 

Mr. Clinton met with the 
king in one-and-one and ex- 
tended talks for about two 
hours in the town of Hafr AJ 
Baten in northeastern Saudi 
Arabia on the last leg of his 
Mideast tour. 

The United States and 


Saudi Arabia also conde- 
mned “terrorism" and stated 
they were “united against all 
enemies of peace, those who 
threaten aggression and those 
who kill innocent people and 
whose real target is peace 
itself.” 

As Mr. Clinton arrived 
earlier, a Saudi government 
official said the kingdom 
wanted the peace treaty 
signed by Israel and Jordan 
to lead to comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. 

"Saudi Arabia hopes that 
the treaty ... will be a new 
step toward a just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East." said the 
spokesman quoted by the 
official Saudi Press Agency. 

. U.S. officials had said the 
president and King Fahd 
were to discuss the cost of the 
U.S. military' buildup in the 
Gulf to deter the Iraqi troop 
movements. 

Saudi Arabia paid about 
$55 billion to cover pan of 
the cost of the 1990-91 Gulf 
war over Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait, which put a huge 
strain on its finance. 

Before arri\ing in Saudi' 
Arabia. Mr. Clinton said in 
Kuwait that Iraq would never 
again be allowed to threaten 
the emirate. 

He returned to the theme 
of Middle East peace that 
brought him to the region on 
Wednesday, praising Kuwait 
for helping ease the Arab 
economic boycott of Israel. 

Mr. Clinton went to Syria 
and Israel on Thursday and 
reported after talks in 
Damascus with President 
Hafez .AI Assad that Syria 
was serious about peace and 
said he had made unspecified 
progress with Mr. Assad. 

Israeli officials and media 
were not convinced that 
Damascus was ready to drop 
its insistence on regaining all 
of the Golan Heights seized 
by Israel in 1967. Israel wants 
a Syrian commitment to full, 
noimal relations before it will 
a possible withdrawal. 


Israel cautious on bank plan 


(Contimied on page' 1) 


but this unprecedented con- 
ference will allow us to set up 
necessary structures to do 
business." he said. 

The finance minister said 
the benefits of the peace pro- 
cess were already felt in 
Israel. 

“Foreign multinationals 
are less and less worried ab- 
out the Arab boycott" on 
Israel, imposed by the Arab 
League in 1951. Mr. Shohat 
said. 

American business banks 
like Lehman Brothers and 
German companies Volk- 
swagen and Daimler Benz 
were now represented in the 
Jewish state, he said. 

"Even Japanese companies 
have begun to invest in 
Israel, especially in magne- 
sium exploitation in the Dead 
Sea." he added. 

Gulf Arab states decided 
on Sept. 30 to lift the indirect 
economic boycott affecting 


companies which deal with 
Israel, but the direct boycon 
remains in place. 

The Middle East/North 
Africa Economic Summit, 
expected to draw more than 
1,200' panicipants. is hailed 
as a first-of-a-kind meeting to 
consolidate peace in the re- 
gion through economic coop- 
eration and development. 

Israeli Prime h»tinisier Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres are to 
meet Sunday with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to dis- 
cuss ways of speeding up 
Palestinian autonomy. They 
are expected to put forth new 
propo^s to ease the strife 
between the two sides. 

The hurriedly scheduled 
meeting is to take pace just 
before the opening Sunday 
evening of the three-day eco- 
nomic summit, to be presided 
over by Moroccan King Has- 
san II. 


Some 80 Israeli business- 
men are expected at the con- 
ference, which will mark the 
first time Israeli and Arab 
officials and investors meet to 
formulate specific investment 
and cooperation projects. 

Israel is proposing more 
than 100 joint projects worth 
about $25 billion, about half 
of them for water systems, 
Israel Radio reported Satur- 
day. 

Officials from most MiddL* 
East countries are attending 
the summit, as well as high- 
level officials from Europe. :he 
-United States. Russia 
and Asia. Among them are 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
Turkish Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller, and representatives 
of leading banks and non- 
governmental financial in- 
stitutions. 


Settlers riot in Hebron 


pioyment outside the built up 
areas of the West Bank to 
allow for the elections to hold 
before the end of the year. 

Mr. Peres also criticised in 
a televised interview the 
maintaining of the closure of 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, saj’ing “it is impossible 
CO continue it while hundreds 
of thousands Palestinians de- 
pend on Israel for their liv- 
ing.” 

An Israeli tele\'ision report 
said the closure might be 
lifted early next week, but a 


(Continued on page 1) 
military spokesman could not 
confirm it. 

Palestinian Minister for In- 
ternational Cooperation Na- 
bil Shaath on Friday ex- 
plained that the self-rule au- 
thority's main problems were 
social and economic and that 
Israel's closure measure had 
made it worse. 

“The problem for the 
Palestinians is not (Islamic) 
fundamentalism, it is not 
Hamas, it is the economic 
and social policy that has 
been imposed on us by the 


(international I aid program- 
me. and the closure mea- 
sure.” he said. 

The Casablanca talks will 
also touch on the Jerusalem 
issue, after the PLO's protes: 
that Israel, in its peace treaty 
with Jordan, recognised Am- 
man's special role in running 
the Muslim holy sites in the 
city. 

PLO argued that this 
agreement violated the 
autonomy deal which post-- 
poned (he talks on the future 
of Jerusalem uniiul 1996. 


Kuwaitis move faster t han Saudis 

(Ctmtiniied on page 12) ' 


peace process. Syria and 
Leba non. 

The Climon-Fahd joint 
stastement that was issued 
Fridav overnight after the 
two men met in Hafr A] 
Baten, in northeastern Saudi 
Arabia, stopped short of 
mentioning the possibility of 


Riyadh haxdng normal rela- 
tions with Israel. 

It also condemned terror- 
ism and stated they were 
“united against all enemies of 
peace, those who threaten 
aggression and those who kill 
innocent people and whose 
real target is peace itself." 


Mr. Clinton had made con- 
demnation of Hamas and 
other hardline groups 
opposed to the peace proces*. 
a central theme of his tour. 

Saudi Arabia, a couniiy 
ruled in strict accordance 
with Islamic law. has not so 
far hosted any session of the 
Middle East multiiateTa! 
peace negotiations. 




Dollar expected to remain in line with the current trend for coming months 


The following report, covering the period from Thurs- 
day, Oct. 20-19^ until Wednesday, Oct. 26-19H, was 
provided by Naser Nabulsi, private client group at 
Merrill Lynch — Dubai. 

Currency outlook 

Overview 

Fundamental View: The dollar set a new record low against 
the yen and two-year record low against the Deutschemark 
in recent trading. We do not expect any sustained change 
from the current trend in coming months despite prospects 
for higher U.S. interest rates. Financial markets already 
anticipate a Fed rate hike of 0.5 (Mr cent by mid-November, 
so it may take a more ag^essive ti^tening to provide 
support for the dollar at this poinL Markets are wary of 
further intervention by central banks but policymakers must 
be cautious about ^ potential for a fmled round of 
; intervention to undermine sentiment towards the dollar even 
more. 

The central problem for the dollar is large U.S. trade 
deficits and capital outflows. Fed tightening should eventual- 
ly keep more money at home and support the dollar, but we 
continue to expect the current trend to take the dollar to 
i PM/USD 1.45 and JPY/USD 92 over the next six-to-twelve 
. months. 

Technical View: The U.S. dollar was on the defensive across 
the board last week as the greenback lost ground against five 
of the six major currencies that we most regularly monitor. 
' Only the Australian dollar declined against its U.S. counter- 
part. The pior week's maigina] breakdown from the July- 
October trading range seems to have taken its toll, and the 
- U.S. dollar index finished the week ended Oa. 21 with a 1.3 
per cent loss. 

The index is now at its iowest weekly doang level since 
October 19^ and is testing 84.90-85.70 support. That band is 
important in the sense that, if penetrated, the way would be 
cleared for a move to' below 83.00 and perhaps a full test to 
the 1982 low near *re.000. A momentum low has been in 
place for over two months and sentiment is viewed in a 
constructive light. This still allows for the idea that the recent 
price weakness has not been confirmed and is likely a late 
stage move in the underlying post-February downtrend. 
Even so that downtrend remains intaa with medium term 
resistance at 88.00^.40 and long term resistance at 90.30- 
. 90.80. Caution therefore, remains warranted. 


Fundamental View: The yen traded as high as JPYAJSD 101 
on a flurry of dollar optimism in early October. That 
followed a subdued resolution to U.S.-Japan trade talks 
' which concluded on Sept. 30 and signs that U.S. inflation 
. remained moderate. But ongoing concerns about the U.S.- 
Japan trade imbalance and worries about potential inflation 
' quickly eroded all of the dollar's gains and sent it tumbling to 
2 new postwar low on Tuesday at JPY/USD 98.37. Since 
. then the dollar has recovered marginally and is currently 
; trading near JPY/USD 97.0. 

£\*idence that the U.S.-Japan trade imbalance continues 
to run at an annual rate of nearly S60 billion points to little 
respite for the dollar any time soon. Likewise, a shup net 
' ou^ow of long-term capital from Japan in recent months — 
I S140 billion at an annual rate — loolu unsustainably high 
relative to Japan's current account surplus of about S130 
billion. 

The Fed is exp^ed to raise interest rates by another SO 
basis points'iri mid-November and to continue to raise the 
/funds rate w-'6.25- peri by mid-1995. While that 
itevbntually may' provide support for the dollar, rising rates^ 
« may initially discourage capital inflows into U.S. sto» and 
bond markets by rabing the risk of capital losses. We expea 


file trend of higher U S. rates and a weaker dollair to 
continue well into 1995. bringing the dollar to JPY/USD 92 
yen over the next twelve mon^s. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen rallied 1.1 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Oct. 21. For the 
second week in a row, the Consensus Inc. weekly sentiment 
reading ^e in at only 11 per cent bulls. This is a 
constructive (oversold) reading for the currency and implies 
tiliat, even weak momentum, nearby reactions will 
probably be short lived. Thus, despite the recent break 
below the 1994 trend line, the underlying uptrend remains in 
force. Metfium term (fiist) resistance exists at 100.80 
Y/U.S.S, with longer term resistance coming in at 101.80. 
Important suppoR exists at 98.60-97.60; a break of that level 
would allow for a move through 93. 


Fundamental View: Recent dollar weakness a gain st the 
Deutschemark has been attributed to a number of factors; 
t^ancellor Kohl's victory in the German elections; capitula- 
tion by U.S. Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen on possible 
U.S. intervention; comments by European monetary offi- 
cials indicating they are not planning to intervene; and the 
market's perennial concern that U.S. inflation is about to 
accelerate. 

In New York on Tuesday, the dollar posted a new 
two-year low against the mark when h changed hands at a 
DM/U.S.S 1.4S4S. The dollar recovered somewhat overni gh t 
and is currently trading near DM/U.S.S 1.50. Further Fed 
tightening would help prop up the dollar, but the market 
already anticipates a move of SO basis points in coming weeks 
so it may take more than that to suppon the dollar 
meaningfully. Concened central bank intervention on behalf 
of the dollar could also provide a lift, but on June 24 the Fed 
and sixteen other central banks spent billions of dollars only 
to be foiled — the dollar ended the day weaker. 

We maintain our forecast for the dollar to trend lower oyer 
the next rix months to DM/U.S.S 1.45 before recovering to 
DM/U.S.S 1.50 in the six months after that. However, we 
caution that volatility will continue to plague the dollar for 
still some time to come. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark rallied 1.4 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar last week, in the process, recorded its 
highest reading versus the dollar since October 1992. Unlike 
the yen, sentiment for the D-mark remains neutral to near 
overbought. Momentum has been deteriorating since Au- 
gust, and still seems to have the potential to remain under 
pressure for the rest of the year, lliis suggests that the recent 
strength (as well as the underlying uptrend that has been in 
force rince Febniaiy) is close to a top. 

Nonetheless, it would likely take a decline back throu gh at 
least 1.54 DM/U.S.S, and more likely 1.80, to reverse that 
tend and substantiate the action of momentum. Strong 
resistance remains at 1.48.52; strength through that range 
would allow for at least a challenge of 1.39. 

Agmnst the yen, the D-mark rallied 0.3 per cent last week 
and, in the process made a new hi^ for the year. Medium 
.term oscillators are overbought and shoR term indicators 
have peaked. This implies that the current strength could be 
coming to an end; if so, renewed weakness is likley. The 
trading range generates suppoR at 59.80, with resistance 
above 88.50. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: Hie British pound continues to streng- 
.^en .agauBst the beleaguer^ dbllm'.eachting a new. two-year, 
tiighof tJ;S.'i/GB 1.84. The'pbi^Jiasg^rira over5 j)ef cehT" 
in about seven weeks, U.S.'S 1.5525 to U.S.S" 

1.84QS. The pound also gained ground against the DM rising 
to DM/GBr 2.44. The pound seems to have broken at - 


Cyprus said to be safest with best touristic services 


. THE TOURIST guide for 
. Arab travellers has chosen 
Cyprus as the “world's 
. safest county with best 
. touristic services" for the 
year 1993-94. 

Publisher of this tourist 
guide, Edward Daniel pre- 
sented the golden “^ate of 
Honour" to the Cypriot In- 
terior Minister Dinos 
.Michaelides. The minister 
^ received the plate and 


praised Mr. Daniel forhis 
efibrts in promoting .Cyp- 
rus in the Arab Woiid 
through the mass media. 
He wished him every suc- 
cess in the endeavours as 
publisher of the “Tourist 
Guide." 

The CTO Director- 
General Phyne Michael 
said in her speech; “This 
valuable gesture is rightly 
justified 1^ the continuous- 


ly increasing number of our 
tourist guests, notable from 
Europe and the Arab 
states, who now count 
around two million persons 
a year, and also by high 
quality services provided 
luxury hotels, apan- 
ments vill^ and restaurants 
under the supervision of 
our organisation. C^rus 
has become internationally 
famous for its beautiful 


beaches, landscape and 
mountains, the friendliness 
and the hospitality of her 
people as well as her direct 
and easy communications 
with all countries of the 
world.” 

Hie official spokesman 
of ^prus Airways, Tassos 
Angelis commented: 
“Even our national airline 
had no incident in its fleet 
up till now, thank God." 


temporarily - from the pattern of moving in tandem with the 
U.S.$ by gaining ground against both the U.S.S and the DM 
even as the dollar weakens against the DM. The pound 
received suppon from renev^ speculation of another 
increase in interest rates by the end, following a 
stronger chan expected CBI industzw survey. 

In general, the pound is drawing strength from sound 
economic fundamentals: Inflation running below 3 per cent 
is at a ^ year low, growth is robust, while the current 
account deficit is projected to decrease. 

We have a positive outlook on the pound and expea it to 
continue to appreciate against the Deutschemark and the 
U.S. dollar as both the nominal and real interest rate 
differentials move in favour of the pound. Our twelve month 
forecast is for a stronger pound at U.S.S/GBP 1.83 and 

DM/GBP 2.45. 

Technical View: The British pound gained 2.0 per cent 
versus the U.S. dollar during the week ended Oa. 21, and 
was the strongest of the six currencies that we most regularly 
monitor. The Consensus Inc. weekly sentiment r^in^ 
continue to Ik overbought with four consecutive readings in 
excess of 70 per cent bulls. Nonetheless, the current has 
followed up its recent breakout with still higher rally highs 
and stands at its highest level against the U.S. dollar in two 
years. Momentum remains under pressure, having made its 
most recent peak back in July. 

Recent strength, therefore, has not been confirmed and 
any fuRher strength may not be sustainable. In tiiat regard, a 
break back below 1.57 U.S.$/£ would indicate tiiat the rally 
trend is complete and allow for fiirtber weakness toward 
51.55. The trading range suppoR remains at $1.46. Resist- 
ance exists at SI .843. 

Against the DM, sterling gained 0.8 per cent last week and 
remains in its multi-month downtrend. Momentum has 
bottomed and seems to be gathering steam to the upside. 
Resistance is at 2.487-2.475, with suppoR at 2.38-2.41. 


Fundamental View: Amid further dollar weakness, the Swiss 
franc was able to retain most of its recent gains against the 
dollar, but was weaker against the mark. During the middle 
weeks of October, the franc appreciated to S.FAJ.S.5 1.24 
from 1.29 and is currently trading near S.F./U.S.5 1.25. 
Against the mark, the ftanc steadily gave ground in the last 
week, failing to S.F7DM 0.84 from ().83. The Swiss franc has 
been benefiting from its role as a refuge in times of 
unnnainty and from strong economic fundamentals. 

In line with our six-month forecast, we expea further franc 
appreciation to S.FAJ.S.S 1.22. After that, we expea to see 
the franc — like the mark — depreciate falling back to 
S.F./U.S.S 1.26 in 12-months time. 

Against the mark, we maintain our forecast that the frranc 
should be little changed over the next year, continuing to 
trade near S.F./DM 0.84. However, as the Swiss 10-year 
yield differential versus Germany narrows over the next 
year, the risk is for the franc to trade lower against mark. 

Technical View: Hie Swiss franc advanced 13 per cent 
versus the greenback during the week ended Oa. 21. The 
cuRency is now testing its long-standing benchmark resist- 
ance at 1.23-1.28 S.F./U.S.S. Sentiment is near overbought- 

While the basic uptrend from the beginning of the year 
remains infaa, momentum has been deteriorating since 
August. SuppoR exists at 1.298, then 1.347. The DM cross 
was unchanged last week and remains near its recent 
multi-year low. Medium term momentum is attempting to 
.improve, so ihe.prospects for further strength appe^ to be 
re^hably good. SuppoR exists at and .813; resistance 
exists" at .837 then above .850.' 


Fundamental View: U.S. dollar weakness helped the Cana- 
dian dollar to strengthen to just under CS/U.S.S1.35 from 
1.38 a couple of days ago. We maintain our forecast for the 
C$ to appreciate to CS/U.S.S 1 .28 in twelve months time due 
to positive economic fundamentals and interest rate differen- 
tials that favour the CS. The Canadian-U.S. 10-year nominal 
government yield spread is currently around 130 basis points. 
However, the real interest rate spread — nominal rates 
adjusted for consumer inflation gorwth ■— is over 400 
points. A premium of that magnitude should induce further 
capital inflows into Canadian markets. 

Furthennore, the Canadian economy is expected to be 
even stronger next year than previously thou^t. We have 
revised hi^r our 1995 real GDP forecast to 3.8 per cent 
from 3.3 per cent based on continued strong expoR demand 
from the U.S. and a pickup in domestic demand. Strong 
economic growth will continue to boost tax revenues, fiinber 
improving the federal government's budget defidt. Large 




Asady Capp 


“When I was a kid, they taught me 
about knots and campfires. Nobody 
ever taught me how to be a husband!” 


budget deficits continue to be a mxjor ooncem for investois 
in the (Radian roaikets. Cana^an Finance MSmster Fanil 
Martin recently said that his government was determined to 
slow the rise in government debt (cuirently around 95 per 
cent of GDP) within three yean. Ttot would te a majorplus 
'for Canadian markets. 

Techical View: The Canadian dollar gained 0.2 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar last week. Sentiment readings aie at 
their most overbought level ance late 1991. Ntomentum 
remains overl^^t, but as coofinned the recently rally 
hi ghs. This, alo^ vrith the recmit penetration of the 
1^1-1994 downtrend, suggests s^l higher highs even if an 
intervening correction does develop. A move through 1>34 
C^.S.S would allow for $1.31. Ihe April-August trading 
range should pro^de important and ample support at 
1.37-1.40. 


Fundamental View: The Australian dollar ended the week 
around U.SJ$A$ 0.735. The Reserve Bank of Australia 
(BRA) raised official carii rates by 100 baas points on 
Monday. The move was seen- as a preemptive strite against 
inflation. An increase in shoR-tenn rates was ex p ected 
follow^ comments by the BRA Governor Framer that a 
rate hike was not too far away. Hie market was however a 
tittle surprised both by the timing and the size of the rate 
increase. Tbc rate hike helped AS firm. Commodity prices, 
both rural (wool, sugar) and non-iural (gold and base 
metals), have been rising and the prospects are for hi^er 
prices. Commodity prices continue to be the most signifi^t 
positive for the A$ going forward. 

The widening current account deficit continues to be the 
most important risk factor fw the A$. The cunent account 
defidt mdened in August to AS2.1 billion from AS1.8 billion 
in July. We expert die current account defidt in 1994 to be 
around A^.2 billion, a linle more pesrimisdc than the 
-government’s forecasr of AS18.0 billion. Our'twelve-mooth 
forecast is for the AS to ai^iredate to U.S3/AS0.78. 

Technical '^^ew: The Australian dollar fell 0.7 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar during the week ended .OcL 21, and 
was the only one of the six cuirendes to lose ground against 
the greenbandc for the week. Sentiment remains at over- 
bou^ lev^. Medhim term momentum has a downward 
bias, and this weakness is occurring along with a significant 
negative diver^nce. 

The uptroid in price from the October 1993 low is still 
intact, but with the fragile momentum, furtiier weakness still 
appears needed to correct the excess tiiat built up during the 
lauy from last October's low. A break of 0.73 U.S.S/AS 
would allow for a test of $0.7225. Similarly, a break below 
that latter, second si^poR, level would likely sgnal further 
weakness towards $0.70 ideated redstance remains at ^.75 
and hi^er. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 30, 1994 
By Tltomas S. Piersai, Astrologer. Carroll Riglrter Fbund^kjn 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Foiwt the old and the fimstrating and 
focus your attention on investigating all sorts of new interests and 
activities wQl increase yp^;^KMldly understanding. Be more 
.aware of of^rtmuties. - V 

ARIES: (March 21 to lave an oraxutunhy now to | 

decide aboot public affai;^ but talk tiiem over wiui Ugwigs and get 
theii si^^stions. Be about new ideas. 

TAURUS: 20 to May 20) Combine yemr finest tenets whh 

prTCticai activities and yoo can win out in dte fiiture. Take it eaxy 
toni^t with your loved ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is an ideal day to know vdiat your 
mate expects M yon and to try to (dease bimAer to the best of your 
abfli^. Be lu^py tonight. 

MOON CHIT^DBKN: (Jane 22 to July 21) Gain the cooperation of a 
fellow associate and stop being so sensitive and emotional. Make the 
evemng a hapjpy one tor your loved ones. 

IfO: (July 22 to August 21) Once you have attended seivices of 
your choice, plan bow to make the new week more profitable at your . 
r^oiar assi^pments and you will be soocessfiiL 
VIRGO: (Ai^ust 22 to September 22) Get into some Idod of 
amnsement with congenial friends whidi will be enjtqnd^. Come to 
a better undentanding vrith your lov^ one. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Talk over widi your fem3y 
what is expected of yon and then meet only reasonaUe demands, 
which are practical. EnteRain guests well tonight. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You can easQy_fiQdJbe 
right sohition to probieinatical aSrin which have been veidt^ for 
some time. Doni be afraid to ask direct questions. 
SAGITTARroS: (November 22 to December 21) Concentrate < 
property and matters oiaedy and you can see how 

improve them for the benefit ot those dose to yon. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Januaiy 20) Sit quietly for a while 
and plan just bow yon want tilings to be arouiid yo^ Be happy in die 
eveimg with your mate and good friends. 

AQUARIUS: (Jami^ 21 to Fdmiaiy 19) Meditate on whatever yon 
want to be in your life and go after them- Go somewhere with your 
mate, but don’t over^mnd on things. 

PKCES: (February 20 to March 20) You wilL have every chance to 
look into the li^ oudeis ttnon^ vriikh you can prosper in tiie 
future. Join a social group to luve frin. 

Birtiisfone of Ocfoben Opal Tourmaline 
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iiaiB ■■■■■ lanuHl 

■■■ BHU Br 
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BBBBB BBBBB 
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1 BBBBB BBB 

BBBBB BBBB 
IBBB BBBBB BBBBB 
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□ 1^ QQQQ QQQQQ 
PQQD QQQQ □□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
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OQD □□□ □□□□uuu 

□□□QQ □□□□ DUIO^ 
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Asian airlines to 
check protectionism 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — The 
Orient Airlines Association 
(‘DAA), a grouping of Asia 
Pacific's top 15 earners, has 
announced that it had set up 
a panel to check Western 
protectionism and escalating 
airport charges. 

“The question of level 
playing fields is a subject that 
will be discussed by DAA's 
new aero-political commit- 
tee," OAA Chairman 
Cheong Choong Kong told 
reporters after the grouping's 
one-day conference of senior 
executives here. 

Mr. Cheong said in his 
opening remarks at the con- 
ference that the OAA was 
concerned over the possibil- 
ity of the European Union 
turning into a protectionist 
bloc. 

Japan Airlines senior \ice- 
presidem Shinzo Suto said at 
the news conference that the 
OAA was already seeking 
“eaual'' bilateral air agree- 


ments between member car- 
riers and those outside the 
grouping Especially the Un- 
ited States. 

OAA members comprise 
Air New Zealand, Air Niugi- 
ni. All Nippon Airways. 
Cathay Pacific. China Air- 
lines. EVA Air. Ganida. 
Japan Airlines. Korean Air. 
Malaysia Airlines. Philip- 
pines Airlines, Oantas. Royal 
Brunei. Singapore Airlines 
and Thai International. 

The Manila-based OAA. 
set up in 1966. is a non-profit 
body which acts as a forum 
for discussing issues affecting 
the industry and promoting 
cooperation among member 
airlines. 

Mr. Cheong said that many 
costs faced by OAA airlines 
were beyond their control be- 
cause they were imposed by 
governments, airport author- 
ities and other regulatory 
bodies, “quite often without 
consultation or justification." 



Nomura: Asian stock market 
stampede may leave Japan behind 


TOKYO (AFP) — Asian 
stock markets are forecast to 
grow more than t^e times 
as fast as markets in Europe, 
the United States and Japan 
between 1995 and 2000. a 
Nomura Research Institute 
executive has said. 

Tt^omitsu Tamao. manag- 
ing director of the Asian divi- 
sion at the affiliate of 
>>lomura Securities Co. Ltd., 
said the institute's research 
showed that Asia's stock 
market value would grow 
20.4 per cent a year in the 
ei^t-year period compared 
with between five per cent 
and six per cent for the other 
markets. 

But he also warned that the 
Japanese stock market risked 
being “left behind" in the 
Asian rush, calling for "se- 
rious soul searching" if the 
country wanted to take pan 
in the region's rapid develop- 

“In the year 2000. Asia 
excluding Japan will account 
for 16 per cent of the total 


market value of the worid's 
stock markets." Mr. Tamao 
told the annual meeting of 
the International Organisa- 
tion of Securities Commis- 
siorts. 

“The shares of Hong 
'Kong. Malaysia and Singa- 
pore in Asia are expected to 
decrease somewhat but the 
total market value of China is 
expected to expand at an 
annual rate of 40 per cent," 
the Nomura executive said. 
"Rapid growth is also ex- 
pected in Thailand and In- 
donesia." 

Mr. Tamao estimated that 
China's share of the market 
value of all Asian stock mar- 
kets would surge from three 
per cent in 1992 to 14 per cent 
by 2000. Thailand’s share is 
forecast to rise fiom nine per 
cent to 10 per cent wUle 
Indonesia's share is projected 
to double from two per cent 
to four per cent. 

“The major factors in the 
expected further growth of 
the economies and stock mar- 


kets in Asia are a further shift 
towards market economies, 
further acceleration of priva- 
tisation and- an unpre- 
cedented enhancement of 
equity investment by inves- 
tors in Europe, the United 
States and Japan." he said. 

“The impaix of overseas 
equity investment by U.S. 
pension funds, in particular, 
will be substantial,” he pre- 
dicted. “Stock markets in 
Asia, with its great gixmth 
potential, will continue to be 
objects diversification of 
international p>ortfolio invest- 
ment.” 

Mr. Tamao was less upbeat 
about the prospects for the 
Japanese market, whidi is 
“not functioning as a place of 
capital procurement" as wit- 
nessed by recent declines in 
the number of foreign com- 
panies listed on the foreign 
section of the. Tokyo Stock 
Exchange. 

“The contraction of the 
foreign section is a serious 
problem if Japan aims to 


become like London, where 
shares from around the world 
are traded by the world’s 
investors," he said. 

But the failure of Japan to 
act as a place for foreign 
companies to raise fUnds is 
“more serious” than failing 
to function as a' secondary 
markef, especially' given the 
country's huge external sur- 
pluses. 

“What is presently taking 
place in Japan could be inter- 
preted to demonstrate that the 
Japanese markets as a whole 
are being left behind in the 
wave of reform in the world's 
financial and securities mar- 
kets."Mr. Tamao said. 

“What I have mentioned is 
part of this trend. In this 
sense, Japan, with its huge 
current account surplus, must 
engage in serious soul sear- 
ching to support the develop- 
ment of the Asia- Pacific re- 
gion, which is the largest 
growth centre of the world," 
he said. 


Rents in Chinese, Vietnamese 
capitals are among highest in Asia 

TATPFI/AFP) — Tokvnand T in HHac in Vi»tna 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Tokyo and 
Hong Koi^ have retained 
their titles as the two most 
expensive cities for office 
rents in Asia, but prime sites 
hi major CThinese and Viet- 
namese dties have begun to 
diallenge tbe leaders, a re- 
port by an international con- 
sultancy has said. 

Office rents in Taipei in the 
first half of this year were 
rated as the eighth most ex- 
pensive in Asia, the London- 
based Richard Ellis Interna- 
tiona] Property Consultants 
said. 

In a survey of 10 major 
cities in Asia, EUis said aver- 
age monthly rents of first- 
class office premises in Tokyo 
and Hong ICong were still the 
most expensive in Asia and 
the world. 


Leased office space 
Tokyo came up to SS24 


per 


month per ping (a Taiwanese 
area measurement equivalent 
to 3.4 square metres), while 
those in Hong Kong stood at 
S4SS, the agency said. 

But those in three major 
cities of China — Shan^ai, 
Beijing and Guangzhou — 
were not for behind. 

Office rents in Shanghai 
were rated as the third most 
ex|MQSive in Asia at S2S6, 
wlme tbe S231 rental average 
in Beijing made the Ghtnese 
capital the fourth most ex- 
pensive. 

<^ose behind were two 


cities in Vietnam — Hanoi 
and Ho Chi Minh City — 
S223.4 and S193.4, respec- 
tively. They were followed by 
Guangzhou (S190.3), Taipei 
(S15S), Singapore (S1S2.6) 
and Bangkok (S72). 

Qiina and Vietnam, which 
have introduced market 
forces into formerly state- 
planned economies, have 
seen foster economic growth 
wd more foreign investment 
in the past several years. 

Those policies have for^ 
Dp office rents, as more over- 
.seas investors set up shop, 
tbe agency said. 



FOR RENT & SALE 


Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For iVtore details call: 

Abdoun .Real Estate 
Td. 8ie«05/810609/8ie520 
' Fax: 810520 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, YarmouK 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolliil Barboqiie tor 
LunOh Friday only 
' Tel: 011214 

Come and taste our 
specialiites 

Opa daily 12dX) - 3 JO p.m. 

I 6J0 - k^dnight 
X air Oondlldned Hall^ 


Deutsche 

Bank to 

concentrate 

investment 

banking 

inU.K. 

FRANKFURT ( R) — Deuts- 
che Bank A.G.. Germany's 
largest bank, said Friday it 
plans to concentrate all its 
investment banking business 
in London. 

Under the plan Deutsche 
would integrate its own in- 
vestment banking business 
with the activities of its 
London-based U.K. Invest- 
ment banking subsidiary, 
Morgan Grenfoll. 

The Deutsche Bank 
Group's investment banking 
would be centred in London 
under a single managemem 
structure. 

Deutsche Bank's chief ex- 
ecutive Hilmar Kopper made 
clear that the move to Lon- 
don reflected the British 
capital's dominance in inter- 
national financial products. 

“A truly European bank 
must have an integrated pan- 
European management oper- 
ating from its largest market 
— that is London for interna- 
tional products." Mr. Kopper 
was quoted as saying. 

However, he stressed 
Deutsche Bank would not be 
abandoning the German 
financial capital as far as its 
investment banking was con- 
cerned. “Our German cus- 
tomers will be serviced — as 
in the past — out of Ger- 
many. We will continue to 
support Finanzplaiz Frank- 
furt and to expand out 
Frankfurt-based resources." 
Mr. Kopper said. 

Deutsche Bank is already a 
major player in the invest- 
ment banking business which 
involves the issuing of shares 
and bonds as well as activities 
in corporate mergers and ac- 
quisitions. 

Morgan Grenfell's chief 
executive Michael Dobson 
said in a statement, “the 
potential from bringing 
together the strengths of 
Deutsche Bank and Morgan 
Grenfell is enormous." 

It was not clear from the 
statement how large the 
merged investment banking 
business would be. or if. or 
how many. Deutsche staff 
now based in Frankfurt 
would move to London. 

Tliere had long been spe- 
culation that Deutsche Bank 
was planning to concentrate 
its investment banking activi- 
ties in London. Newspaper 
reports had speculated that 
the move might be seen as a 
blow to the independence of 
Morgan Grenfell, which 
Deutsche Bank took over ful- 
ly in 1989. 


Sharp profit 

soars 54% 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
electronics giant Sharp Coip. 
has said its pre-tax profit 
jumped 54.6 per cent from a 
year earlier to 31.2 billion 
yen (S312 million) in the six 
months to September. The 
Osaka-based company said 
sales grew seven per cent to 
615 billion yen in the same 
period, boosted by strong 

sales in electronic devices 
such as liquid crystal display 
(LCD) panels for which it is 
the world's largest producer. 
Sharp Sharp forecast full- 
year earnings of 64 billion 
sales of 1.240 billion 
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Wihdat still in lead after tie witi 


By Aleen Bamnyan 
^pecia/ to elite Jwdan Tunes 
AMMAN ^ Al Wihdat's 
lead atop the fii$t division 
soccer championship was nar- 
rowed down to a one-point 
lead this week after their 
^>alless draw with Al Abli 
who somewhat delighted 
their fans after moving up to ■ 
. 7th place following a series of 
disappointing results. 

Re^ts in the 9th week of 
, action brou^t about con- 
siderable changes in the 
standings with two more 
weeks to go before the first 
leg of die competition is con- 
cluded Nov. 11. 

Titleholders Al Faisal! 

- moved up to-third place after 
-their 3-0 win over lowly Al' 
Jeel. They are now tied with 
Al Ramttaa and Al Jazireh 
with 13 pmnts but lead on 
goal difference. Meanwhile, 
last-placed Al Karmel finally 
Advanced to 11th place after 
managing draw against Sha- 
bab Al Hussein. 

Al Jazireh, a team often 
direatened by relegaticHi in 
.earlier seasons, scored their 
fifth consecutive win, defeat- 
ing Kufrsoum 1-0 to remain 
in fifth place. 

^dn the other hand, Al 
Hussein further improved 
their scoring record after 
their 4-0 win over Al Arabi. 
They are the um scoring team 
with 29 goals, followed 1^ Ai 
Faisali with only 19. Al 
Wihdat remained the only 
unbeaten team so far. 




JORDAN SOCCER LEAGUE 


although they have a low 
scoring record at 11-2. 

Although they scored a 2-0 
win over Al C^dissieh, Al 
Ramtha dropped to fourth 
place on goal di^rence. 
They will next have a crucial 
match ag^t Al Wihdat in 
the most important matdi of 
the upcoming 10th week. 

In the match attend^ by 
18,000 fans at Amman sta- 
dium. Al Ahli and Al ^Mhdat 
settied for a goalless draw 
thoi^ die latter had more 
scoring chances which were 
blocked by one of the King- 
dom’s top goalies ^ Ahmad 
Abu Daoud. 

Al Ahli had a well-knit 
defence that frustrated Al 
Wihdat’s Mohammad Al 
Sh'amali and the Abdul 
Mun’em brothers. Al Ahli 
best chances were lost by 
Amer Wali and Husam H^-' 
muh. 

In the second half, Al Ahli 
seemed content with ending 
die match in a draw and had a 
hard time blocking one shot 
after another. 

Though Al Jazireh delight- 
ed their fans after their 1-0 
win over newcomeni Kufr- 
soum, the game was marred 
by the unsportsmanlike be- 
haviour of omxising fans who 
attacked AI Jazireh’s suppor- 


were taken to hospital with 
cuts and bniises. 

llie sole goal of the match 
was scored by Al Jazireh’s 
Simon George in the 59th 
minute to maintmn his team's 
advanced position before 
diey dash with 2nd-pla^ Al 
Hussein next week. 

In another match, Al Kar- 
mel earned their second point 
in the standings after a 1-1 tie 
with lOth-placed Shabab Al 
Hussein. 

Maher Sarsour gave Sha- 
bab Al Hussein the lead in 
the 23rd when he received a 
pass from Hammoudeh 
Abourah after both players 
earlier lost many scoring 
diances. 

Al Kannel, who have the 
worst scoring record at 4-22, 
bad a change of tactics in the 
second half and succeeded in 
scoring their precious 
equaliser in the final minutes 
by striker Marwan Suleiman. 

In the match which witnes- 
sed the most goals, Al Hus- 
sein crushed Al Arabi 4*0 and 
remained one point behind 
leaders Al Wihdat. 

Hisha'm Anbar opened 
scoring for his team a 
header in the 27th minute as 
Al AiaM’s Ayman Al Omari 
and Mohammad Alawneh led 
their team’s attacks trying to 


Manchester hand Newcastle 
their first league defeat 


LONDON (AFP) — Reign- 
' ing champions Manchester 
United go their revenge 
Saturday as they handed 
miership leaders Newcastle 
their first league de^t of the 
season. 

Alex Ferguson’s high-class 
side, beaten in the League 
in midweek by The Ko- 
pies, this time fielded their 
first-choice eleven at Old 
Trafford and took the points 
by triumphing 2-0. 

That Newcastle, on 29 
pc^ts, just four ahead of the 
.third-place Manchester men, 
with Blackburn Roveis. in- 
spired by a Chris Sutton dmi- 
ble, moving to within five 
points after beating second- 
placed Nottingham Forest 2-0 
away. 

But the biggest smQe of the 
day came at White Hart 
Lane, i^ere Ossie Ardiles, 
tbreatendd by the axe, got a 
stay of execution after a mis- 
erable week as Tottenham 
Hotspur crushed West Ham 
3-1. 

Manchester United had 
fielded seven teenagers to 
give their established stars a 
rest in the earlier cup match 
gainst Kevin Kee^n's men 
but their intematio^ line-up 
- Saturday promised pure qual- 
ity. 

That quality paid off after 
11 minutes when England de- 
fender Gary Pallister headed 


home Ryan Giggs* free-kick 
to give United a 1-0 half-tiine 
lead. 

The home tide, relying on 
lightning breaks, could have 
sewn up the points by then 
but Cz^ gc^keeper Pavel 
Srnicek produced three fine 
first-half saves to deny Eric 
Cantona, Mark Hugto and 
Andrei Kancfaelsfcis. 

Newcastle, unbeaten in 
their last 17 outings but with- 
out the injured 14-goal Andy 
Cole, began the second 
period brightly with Scott 
Sellars, seven yards out, 
skewing his left-foot volley 
past the post. 

But the Reds contmued to 
carve out the real chances, 
Hughes beading in a Giggs 
comer only for the effort to 
be ruled out by the linesman 
and Paul Ince then ratding 
the bar with a 2S-yard effort. 

Northern Ireland intema- 
tional Keith Gille^ie v^ap- 
ped up the game with a right- 
foot shot ater cutting in 
the left. 

Blackburn’s win ajpinst 
previously unbeaten Forest 
was built on Sutton's I3th 
and 14tii goals of the season. 

His first came from a de- 
flected short ftom 20 yards 
which separated the teams at 
half-time as skipper Tim 
Sherwood, back from suspen- 
sion, help^ Blackburn take 
control. 


Sutton sealed the result 
with his second, a simple 
finish against the run of play. 
But tile jc^ of vktoiy was 
marred when Blackburn had 
Jason Wilcox sent off in the 
dosmg stages ftnr two book- 

Ardiles’ saviours — for the 
moment at least — were Ger- 
man striker Jurgen Klins- 
mann and substitute Teddy 
Sheriuj^iam. 

Klinsmann put Spurs' poor 
form and sbock midweek cup 
defeat against Notts Cc^ty 
behind him to score his 12th 
g(^ of the season after 19 
minutes following a neat pas- 
sing move. 

Matthew Rush levelled 
three minutes before the in- 
terval but Klinsmann popped 
up to set up Sheringham in 
the second half and Nick 
Bannby, put away by Sher- 
injgham. ensured the points 
with the third after escaping 
the offitide trap. 

M^while England inter- 
national John Barnes pro-, 
duced a moment of magic to 
set Liverpool on their way to 
a 3-1 victory at Ipswich. 

Ifis first-half strike was a 
classic, tiiimmying and dum- 
mying his way into space 
before curling a long-range 
effort into the top right-hwd 
corner. 


Borussia stay 
clear of rivals 


BONN (AFP) — Borustia 
Dortmund kept ahead of 
their German league rival 
here Saturday as they took 
the peunts at Dynamo Dres- 
den. 

Andreas Moeller's 34th mi- 
. nute g(^ was enough for the 
‘two points — and enough to 
. keep Borussia in the dear as 
chasing Werder Bremen, 
Borussia Moenchengladbach 
and Freiburg all won at 
borne. 

Bremen, second in the 
Bundesliga, were not too 
hard push^ by Eintracht 


Frankfurt, their 2-0 win cour- 
tesy of a double from Russian 
Vladimir Bestschastnich. 
That gave them 17 points, 
one behind the leaders. 

Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bacb, on 14, made more of a 
meal of lowly Munich 1860, 
but Swede Martin Dahlin 
finally broke through after 66 
minutes and midfielder llio- 
mas Kastenmaier made sure 
with just six to go the final 
\riiistle. 

Freiburg beat Cologne 4-2. 

Reigning champions 
Bayern Munidi ended the 


day with mixed feelings. 

Still without the injured 
French international Jean- 
Pierre Papin, they found 
themselves 2-0 down early in 
the second half at home to 
Stuttgart. 

Alexander Zickler (64th) 
and German skipper Lotha 
Mattbaeus with a header 
(82nd) earned them an even- 
tual draw — their fourth in a 
row at home — but tbat still 
left them in seventh, a ppsi- 
tion hardly likely to satisfy 
club supremo Franz Becken- 





On the occasion of 

His Mi^jesty 
King Hussein’s 


birthday and the first anniversary of our 
stores, which fali Nov. 14, 1994. 

A drawing will take place on three receipts 
in which any of our customers who buys 
goods up to Nov. 14 will be eligible to 
participate. We will be happy to return the 
full value of these receipts. 
Drawing of the lots will be at 4 p.m. Nov. 
15, 1994. 


Italian 

Shoes 

& 

Clothing 


The new Umm Uthaina Market Tel. 861267 


Maher Othman scored the 
second goal from a powerful 
shot in the 47th minute and 
only three minutes later 
Hisham Khatatbeh netted in 
.the tiurd_ goal. 

Khatatbeh also, added the 
fourth goal in the 78th mi- 
nute, while AI Hussein’s goal 
post prevented Al Arabi 
from scoring a safe saving 
goal. 

Although Al Faisali's 3-0 
win over newcomers Al Jeel 
moved them up to third 
place, players, officials and 
fans were still astounded ar 
the team's inconsistent form. 
Al Faisali’s recent wins have 
been against last placed 
teams and do not actually 
point out to an improvement 
in their form. 

Jiryes Tadros, opened 
scoring for AI Faisali from a 


header in the 25th mini:te. 

Tadros. who has received 
an offer to play for one of 
Lebanon's top teams next 
season, assisted Mousa Awad 
in scoring the second goai 
the 42nd minute. 

Awad, Subhi Suleiir.iin and 
Jamal Abu .^bed did r.o: give 
Al Jeel's inexperienced play- 
ers a chance and Tadros 
scored the third goal in the 
final minute. 

At Al Hassan Stadium in 
Irbid, Mouaifaq Abu Hdeib 
opened scoring for Al 
Ramtha in the 21st minute. 

Mustafa A.dam repeatedly 
tried to equalise for .Ai 
Qadissieh. but his efforts 
were blocked by the goalie 
and the goalpost. 

Al Ramiha secured their 
win when .Abu Hdeib re- 
ceived a clear pass from Bad- 
ran Al Shaqran and added 
the second goal to add two 
points to his te.am's record 
before they face leaders Al 
Wihdat next week. 


V, 
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England football bos 
faces- fraud mouiry 




LONDON (AFP) — The Se- 
rious Fraud. Office (SFO) is 
considering a criminal inves- 
tiution into the business 
a^rs of England football 
manager Terry Venables, 
according to Saturday's Inde- 
pendent newspaper. 

The newspaper said that 
documents relating to Ven- 
ables' controversial business 
dealings have been passed to 
the STO following four sepa- 
rate inquiries by inspectors 
from the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI). 

Apart from possible cri- 
ming proceeding. Venables 
' could also face disqualifica- 
tion as a company director. 

The latest development 
comes as Venables is braced 
for an investigation by the 
BBC’s “Panorama" televi- 
sion programme on Monday, 
which is understood to be 
making further allegations. 

It is believed no decision 
has been made by the SFO on 
whether to launch a formal 
inquiry — it was given the 
latest evidence in the past few 
weeks — but it was con- 
firmed Friday that officials 
are studying a thick dossier 
on the activities of Venables' 
collapsed company Eden- 
note, which was the vehicle 
for his involvement in the 
1991 takeover of Tottenham 
Hotspur. 

The SFO was quoted as 
saying: “The DTI has refer- 


red its papers to the SFO ir. 
connection with Eden note 
and the matter is being consi- 
dered.” 

The possible fttnei ir.cciTy 
will be a further blow to 
Venables who ha-> been dog- 
ged by allegations about his 
business dealings since an ex- 
tensive investigation by 
Panorama last year. 

Colleagues said Friday that 
Venables’ was refusi«^lo dis- 
cuss the possible in- 

quiry. 

However, in a statement 
about the Panorama prog- 
ramme, he said: “7 find i; 
astounding that a second 
programme has been aut.ho- 
rised when the first one was 
so partisan and in.?ccurute." 

Venables has alv/uys de- 
nied the claims made c^inst 
him, and last year he oftered 
to give £250,000 ($375,000) 
to charity if anyone could 
prove them. 

Venables was appointed 
England manager in January 
after assuring the Foctbafl 
Association all his bu.tincss 
dealings were above board. 

Lawyers for Venables 
issued a libel writ against the 
BBC in October last year, 
but that was allowed to lapse 
during the fraud inquiry. 

A fresh writ was issued 
Thursday, said the Indepen- 
dent. 

Late Friday, the BBC de- 
clined to comment. 




I The A:astral(iia estrv jaio tbc Entcrnatioiial OneAnstndia. the rqgatia event, ahead of ' 

' A.merf2'a'a Csp Cfoss tlACC) World Cham- Amoica CndM, the aD-woman entry and . 

rounds a markm*- Dennis Coouer’s Stars and Strqies (AFP ' 

I huayFr^da}'dnrmgihef^race«rf'thelACC» fdioto) 

' tiling 7'iSCQ off 'ike coast of San IK^o, CA. 

I wins opening saOing 



Tme a' 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — John 
Bertrand turned back an ear- 
ly ccallsnge by America's his- 
rc.-jc '.vor-.en'f. team and 
sailed BncAustralia to a run- 
away victorj’ in ihe opening 
race of the second Interna- 
tional America's Cup Class 
V/';r!d Chsoiplonship. 

Bertra.'^d ?.nd Kevin 
jvlahaney aboard Pact 95’s 
Spi.rit of Unum v^ere the only 
skippers In the six-yacht fleet 
who did not cross the starting 
line early Friday, 

.Air.er,ca3 and .^.ge of Rus- 
sia turned back for the man- 
datory restart, but Dennis 
Conner's Sta.*^ and Stripes 
and Nippon y2 were disqual- 
ified. 

Americas, sailing its name- 
s,.’, i yacht that defended the 
America's Cup in 5992 with a 
male crew, overcame its poor 
start and crossed in from of 
OneAustraisa halfway up the 
first windward leg. but 
OneAustralia. showing its su- 
perior boat sp>eed, overtook 
Americas and led by 1 mi- 
nute IS sec«?nds sr. :he first 

OneAusralia ar.d Am.ercaS 
remained 1-2 the remainder 
of the six-leg. IS. 55-mile 
(29.6S-!:m; race. Tiie Au- 
ssies' biggesi lead was 4:27 at 
the fiftlT mark, and the final 
margin was 3;20. 

‘it’s grea: for OneAustra- 
!ia to come halfv/ay around 
the world and win I'p.is first 
race.” Bertrand said. “We 


wins opening saOing 
.CC championships 


learned a lot. We're delight- 
ed with tody's results.’’ 

Said Americas navigator 
Courtenay Becker-Dey: ‘*We 
made the mistake of letting 
OneAustralia get to the left 
of us but we didn't know it 
was a mistake at the time." 

OneAustralia's elapsed 
time over the windward- 
leeward course was 2 hours, 
53 minutes, 41 seconds. 

Stars and Stripes crossed 
the line third. Nippon was 
fourth and Spirit of Unum 
fifth, but disqualifications 
moved Spirit of Unum up to 
third, 15:20 behind OneAus- 
traiia. Ape of Russia failed to 
finish wmin the allotted 30 
minutes of OneAuso^ia. 

The west-southwesterly 
wind ranged from 5 to 8 
knots. 

The five-race worid cham- 
pionship is a prelude to foe 
1995 America's Cup, which 
begins in Janua^. Russia is 
ineligible to sail in the Amer- 
' ica's Cup. 

Leslie Egnot, an American 
citizen who lives in Auck- 
land, New Zealand, was at 
the helm in the competitive 
debut of Americas, foe first 
all-women crew in America’s 
Cup histoiy. 

Asked if Americas felt it 
proved a |foint. Egnot said: 
“I don’t feel we have to prove 
anything.'’ 

After a period of silence. 
Bertrand jumped in and said: 
“There's no question the 
women will come on strong 


and be formidable." 

Bertrand is the only man to 
take foe cup from ^^erican 
shores. He beat Conner oft 
Newport. R. 1., in 1^ to 
snap the New York yacht 
club's 132-year winning 
streak. Conner won back foe 
cup in Australia in 1987. 

OneAustralia, launched in 
April, was the only new- 
generation yacht sailing Fri- 
day. Nippon 94 was entered, 
but dismasted during training 
Tuesday and wasn't repaired 
in time for Friday's race. It 
was expected back by Satur- 
day or Tuesday. 

Bertrand dmfoed questions 
about foe fact his boat is so 
much newer than the rest. 

“We're very encouraged," 
he said. 

An of these 75-foot (25- 
metre) yachts will be re- 
placed by new ones for next 
year’s America’s Cup, 
although there’s a chance 
Bertrand wfil be forced to use 
his cuTrent yacht. 

The San Diego Yadit Oub 
has alleged that OneAustra- 
lia and Aust^anQiallenge 
are actually a sin^e super- 
syndicate that has built three 
boats in violation of a rule 
limiting syndicates to just two 
each. 

The matter could end up 
before an international jury. 
And if it rules against foe 
Australians, the OneAustra- 
lia syndicate won’t be able to 
use a^acht that's under con- 


Jockey Tse in tears 
after narrow defeat 











MELBOURNE, Australia* 
(AFP) — Hong Kong jockey 
Jackie Tse broke down in 
teats and was comforted by 
former Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke after his 
mount Danewin was narrow- 
ly beaten in the VRC Derby 
here Saturday. 

Tse, tears streaming down 
his face, was consoled by 
Danewin's owner Sunny Yam 
and Hawke after weighing in 
after the 2,500m event at 
Flemingion racecourse. 

Tse rode the fr4 favourite 
hands and heels inside the 
final 200 metres after gain- 
ing the lead, not opting to use 
the whip. 

Robert Sanester-owned 


Blevic, starting at 5-2, got foe 
better of Danewin in tlte’fiaal 
SO metres, edging away to 
score impressively by a half 
length with Stony Bay (6-1) a 
length back third. 

Hawke, waiting on- foe 
weighing room steps, hugged 
Tse when foe jockey returned 
to foe mounting y^rd. 

And he kept him there, 
patting him on the head and % 
whispering in his ear while 
press photographers cap-, 
tured the touching scene. 

Hawke is foe Australian 
representative of. Danewin's 
Hong Kong-ba^d .'bwner 
Sunny Yam. . 

"Good run, very unlucky," 
said Tse of Dane-!vm> 
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Cuba overcome Germany 
to reach semis of World 
Volleyball Championship 


SAO PAULO (R) — 
Favourites Cuba dispatch- 
ed Cermany 3-0 with little 
difficulty to win through to 
the semifinals of the 
women's worid volleyball 
championship Friday. 

In a competition which 
has already seen a large 
number of one-sided con- 
tests, the Cubans won 1^9, 
15-S, 15-S, maintaining 
their record of not drop- 
ping a set in the tourna- 
ment. 

Germany defended tena- 
ciously and even manag^ 
to fight back from 4^ to 4-3 
down in the third set but it 
was to no avail as Cuba 
swept them aside. 

Brazil, who copied their 
country's Worid soc- 
cer players by holding 
hands as they entered the 
court, also won in straight 
sets against Japan to ffie 
accompaniment of hysteric- 
al screams from the home 
crowd. 


Brazil took the first set 
15-10 but Japan improved 
in the second to be at set 
point at 15-14 but wasted 
the chance, allowing Brazil 
to take the set 17-15. 

>^th the Japanese de- 
moralised, Brazil encoun- 
tered little resistance as 
they wrapped up the third 
set 15-7. 

Brazil coach Bernar- 
dinho was still not entirely 
happy. “We made a lot of 
fundamental mistakes," be 
said. 

But Brazil's win was a big 
relief to the organisers as 
public interest in the 
tournament has centred 
almost entirely around the 
host nation. 

V^ile the 26,000 crowd 
for Tuesday’s BrazU-China 
game was a record for 
women's volleyball, games 
not involving Brazil have 
been played in almost de- 
serted arenas. 


Amman Little league 

Following are results 
1994 and tiie standing up to 


Sonquidt 

Kodi 

Adritec 

Paintex 

Ghattas 

Sipes 

Gulf Agency Co. 
Ayrabi Steel Factory 
Aiiw^ 


Vs Arab Medical Containers 0/0 

Vs Aramex 2/0 

Vs Jamco lA) 

Vs Forum Furnitures 0/0 

Vs Ai-Hikma lA) 

Vs Ahlia-Abela lA) 

Vs G.E.M.T. • 4/2 

VcUPS 60 

VsC.C.C. 8/2 


Final standings up to 28/10/94 
Seniors 

1 American Kitchen 9 

2 British Airways 5 

3 C.C.C. 2 


1 Steel Factory 

2 G.E.M.T. 

3 Gulf Agency Co. 

4 U.P.S.';-' 

Juniors U. 

1 Ghattas Blinds 

2 Al-Hikma 

3 Ahli-Abella 

4 Sipes 


Joniors 1 


Adritec 

iamco 

JWM 

Forum Furniture 
Paintex 


Koch 
Aramex 
Sunquidc 
Arab Med. Com. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


a TAN MAH HIRSCH 

THE RABBI’S RULE 

Neiihrr vulntrablt. West deals. “Rule" b you 


playing fbuKard nuyon. Otwe 
North raieed spades. South bid 
game on the strength of the known 
double Txt in the black euits. 


West led the 1^ of hearts and, St 
crick two, shifted dewriy to a low 
diamond. Ebclarer won in hand and. 


West North East South 


Opening lead: King of ” 


Perhaps the most famous kibitzer 
1 the of New York bridge 

6 The Rabbi. Noi ' 


of hindsight, he would alw< 


bmme known in bridge lore as The 
Rabbi's ^e: “When ^ king is sin- 
gleton. play the ace!" At the table no 


le cards in the eom- 


Declerer continued with a dia- 
mond and West perforce had to take 
both red aces or risk losing one of 
the red-suit tricks to whiu Eest- 
West were entitled. But now the 
hand was an open book. West, a 
passed hand, bad already shown iqi 
with the oce-king of hearts and ace 
of diamonde and therefbre, oould 
not possibly tiave the long of spades 
as weU. 


-laying down the ace of 
spades. When the kiiig came turn- 
Uing down, virtue was rewarded. 


Executive Secretary Requii^ 

For a medium-size commercial company located in 
.Sweifieh. 3 years minimum experience. 

&nd C.V. and recent photo to; 

J-P.O. Box; 850205 Amman 11185 or by fax on 
819123. 


u.s. 

baseball 
strike has 
impact on 
publications 
and TV 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
offseason starts in about 10 
days for Baseball Weekly, 
which kept its regular pub- 
lishing schedule even after 
U.S. Major League taseball 
abandoned its season. 

The player's strike chat be- 
gan Aug. 12 cost the tabloid 
dxMit a third of its regular 
300,000-plus drculatioD. The 
30 per cent advertising gains 
enjoyed before the strike 
evaporated. Without Major 
League box scores and statis- 
tics, the paper shrank to two- 
thirds of its usual size. 

But it published every 
week for the full season 
whidi was to have ended vrith 
the World Series, scheduled 
to have starting Saturday. 

Baseball weekly offers a 
striking example of how the 
strike affected U.S. media 
companies ranging frcHn tele- 
vision networlu to cable sys- 
tems and newspapers. 

The strike also affected 
ABC and NBC — two of the 
three largest U.S. television 
networks — which were in 
the first yur of a six-year 
partnership with Major 
League baseball. 

They were splitting the 
rights to broadest postsea- 
son games, with ABC getting 
the “Worid Series." They fil- 
led in with movies and their 
regular schedule of program- 
mes. But demand for net- 
work advertising time has 
been strong, and that was 
expected to soften the finan- 
da! blow of losing playoff 
broadcasts. 

The cable television system 
operator. Time Warner 
Cable of New York City, is 
giving subscribers credit for 
missed baseball games. Sys- 
tem president Richard Aurc- 
lio said the credits could 
range to as much as S16 for a 
subscriber who got both 
channels chat carried 
and Yankees games. 

Some major metropolitan 
newspapers said the strike 
hurt newstand sales, espedai- 
ly if local teams had a ^ance 
to be in the playoffs. 

At the Los Angeles Times, 
spokeswoman Laura Morgan 
said the strike cost the paper 
about 10,000 in daily drcula- 
tion in the regular season and 
possibly another 10,000 in the 
postseason, had the Dodgers 
made it that far. 

The pair's average week- 
day dfciuation is about 1.1 
million. 

The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution dted a similar 

10.000 copy decline in daily 
drculation and expects a 

5300.000 ad revenue loss due 
to the strike. The Altanta 
Braves were in the playoffs 
eadi of the last three seasons. 


loses to Ivanisevic in Stockholm = 


STOCKHOLM (APl — 
Goran Ivanisevic edged ’J.S. 
Open champion Andre .Agas- 
si 10-8 in a see-saw tiebicak 
Friday night to gain the semi- 
finals of the Stockholm 
Open. 

Each player blew a match 
point in the tiebreak before 
the world's second ranked 
player connected with a 
cross-court forehand to win 
the quarterfinal 6-1, 3-6. 7-6 
(lO-S). 

“It was very close, 
obviously it could have gone 
either way," Agassi said. “It 
went his way and there's not 
much you can do about it." 

Agassi, who rallied from a 
set down to win his first two 
matches here in three sets, 
came dose again. 

He had a match point lead- 
ing 8-7 in the tiebreaker. But 
Ivanisevic, one of the biggest 
servers in the game, tied it- 
8-8 with an ace. Another ace 
by the tali Croatian gave him 
an 9-8 edge. 

"Those aces gave me more 
econfidence," Ivanisevic 
said. “It meant a lot." 

Ivanisevic, the 1992 Stock- 
holm Open champion, had a 
match point at 7-6 in the 
tiebreak, but his forehand 
sailed lon|. 

Ivanise^c's victory snap- 
ped Agassi's 14-match win- 
ning streak that started in the 
U.S. Open, where the Amer- 
ican b^me the first un- 
seeded player to win the 
men's singles in the open era. 

"f don't want to complain 
but it was unbelievable that 
th^ changed the court in the 
middle of the tournament," 
Ivanisevic said. 

One green set trophy court 
was installed overnight, re- 
placing the 'two. p.2ra!.'cl 
courts used earlier in :lie 
tournament. Aithouv.h i.ie 
surface was the same , scvv . 
players complainca y, v. :.j,- 
ter in the opening rounci. 

Agassi, seeded No. v. • . n 
his last two ptatches ag.’.irsi 
Ivanisevic, in the IPS'j. 
ledon final and the senr> in 
Vienna, Austria. IunI 



Goran Ivanisevic 
weekend. 

“li was nice lo cut him 
when he was on a roll." 
Ivanisevic said. “Last week I 
had no chance.” 

Ivanisevic was due to play 
Russia's rising star Evgeny 
Kafelnikov in 'the semifinals. 
They're 1-1 lifetime. 

Kafelnikov, seeded no. 11. 
rallied ffom a ser down to 

(T“ ” i ^ ■ 

de hiSi big serve to an easy 
■•■iCkCry over Magnus Larsson 
Friday and u berth against 
r.:>r!'.'' iseeke' in the other 
semifinal cf ihe 'il.72 million 


Globe Arena's fast carpet, 
dropping only five points in 
his own service games. Two 
of them were double-faults. 

'T think I really played well 
tody against a very tough 
opponent umo's been playing 
well this week, beating 
(Michael) Chang,” Sampras 

The American needed four 
sets in the opening singles 
. agdinsi Larsson in the 
Sweden-United States Davis 
Cup semifinals ui Goteborg 
last month. But he was never 
challenged by the lanky 
Swede this time. 

“I knew it would be a 
tough match and I kind of 
.surprised myself a little bit as 
far as how well I played 


today," ^mpras said. 

Larsstm, who clinched 
Sweden’s 3-2 Davis Cup vic- 
tory over the United Jtates 
. by defeating Todd Martin in 
the fifth and decisive match, 
knocked off Chang ‘ in the 
second round. Tlie unseed^ 
Swede is ranked 28th in the 
world. 

Becker, a three-time 
Stockholm Gpen chamoion 
in 1988. 1990 and 1991, ‘also 
won his quarterfinal in 
straight sets, 7-6 t7-3), 6-3 
over defending champion and 
fellow' German Michael 
Stich. 

Sampras has yet to lose a 
set in the touriiome-ut, but 
has only played rwo matches. 
He received a first-round bye 


ai an other IS seeds anO 
Marc Rosset wif.h^w be- 
cause -of the flu, mving i!r- 
Am^can an extra dav of 
Thoi^y. I 

That’s the least Sampr.’i- 
wants. He was sidelined 45 
days in the sCtmrner .becS'JS’ 
of tendinitis in his left ankie 
liira came back {or tte U'.S. 
Open md was np^ by 
Ykaga. in the- round' oi i6. 

. Then, playing the nexi tw:; 
1^ singles ib the Da\is Cur 
semifinals five .wcck.«» 
Sandras puUod a hantfinn.L 
■ against Stefan Bdberg as 
.^edert wra tlw mafoh 3-2 

Sampru didn^ return tc 
compectiye tennis until )ksi 
week, when he reacheo the 
semifinals in an tsxbibhkm in 
Hong Kong. 

Becker is likely, to be* Sstn 
pras’ toughest oppoiu-t^t in 
the totimamem. TIk ‘.sixth 
seeded German always- uk&v.- 
well on carpet and has thL 
highsl won-lOM raric ir- 
Stockholm (20-3). 

‘Seeker, who has wofi..*n:<-.- 
ATi* singles utles tin:, ye j/. ; 
one of 12 players look‘;t'.r Lo. 
one of the remuini:::; 
spots in the ATP Tear r i 
Championship in FmnkJur 
next month. 

"Tve pia>*ed Bons s r.n.«i- 
her of times and ! 
about tny diances, ' “su:’. 
Sampras, who has won -i ‘o y 
leading ejghc events th:.-; yc-^r 
“The court playsa liv!l-.?.d.(.j- 
tent now. It's slo-wcc; i,'.- 
good for (he fans.” 

HabsDdtfva beats 

In Essen. Germany. Tv-arii- 
na Hingis' bid ro r.-. 

first semifinal of her 'ii;--* 
profeteional tennis care j - l* ; 
ded Friday in a ihrec-'J’ !.\.- 
to Karina Kabsudev;; r c 

Nokia Grand Pri*:. 

Ha'osudova. a Slovak. ?ea. 
the 14-year-o!d S'^iss 
6-3, 2-6. 6:2 tc i-v I 

semifinal clash act.:ns{;.'-i''i 
tNovotna of Lhe "Cccjl- s- 
public. 4 


NEW YORK {iU — N:.;icr.- 
al Hockey League (NHL) 
officials srdC Friday rhet talks 
vtili take plc.ee neM wee!: m 
an undi»clO'ied time and place 
in an eh'on to settle i>.e 


itf&tiosis t© um rejecteofffr 

salarv increases outpacing re- l ~ . i ,. i 

Russia pardons piaye:;: 


director of opera- 
tions Brian Burke said the 
site, date and time of the 
talks might net be disclosed 
until after they were held. 

Also Friday, the National 
Hockey League Players' 
Association (NHLPA) re- 
jected a proposal by owners to 
end their lockout. 

Two days eariiei. Jeffrey 
Pash, the league's genera! 
counsel, sent a letter to union 
chief Bob Goodenow saying 
that the NHL would provide 
complete finandal informa- 
tion he requested if the play- 
ers returned to work under 
modified terms of the 
league's Oct. 10 contract 
proposal. 

If an independent audit 
concluded that the league 


r FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT FOR REKT-| 
A 200'Square-metre ground floor apartment, consisting of 
■three b^rooms. including one master, two bathrooms, an 
80-square-metre salon, telephone, central heating, sepa- 
rate garage. 

Location: Urn Thaina. beside Habiba Supermarket. Abu Ai 
Nawas Street, Fuad Abu Zir Building. Suitable for a 
diplomatic mission, or companies or establishments. 

ror Information pis, call tei. 675595, 861989. 


Executive secretary required for 
busy office, involving public re- t 
lations and some travel. Must [; 
have at least five years ex- | 
peiience, university degree and i 
ft an excellent command of English. 

^ Should also be computer literate. 
Please fax CV's to 816S94. 

t (Any CV not nieeting :!ie .abeve - 
: mentioned requirements will not 
i .be considered). ^ 


'..'li ftsaii.'^icr sc&n owners 
'icvo diiciosed. ;hc terms 
be o?i'. under the re- 
propesai. 

“Obviously and without 
ar.y Joubi \ve have no in- 
terest in their proposal." 
Gocde^o^v said Friday, 

Goodenow said the' union 
was still awaiting a reply to its 
request to NHL Commission- 
er 'Gary Bstiman for com- 
plete finandal data. 

The league contends that it 
lost 532 million in 1^-93 
and that half of its 26 teams 
tvere losing money. The play- 
ers' association disputes 
those numbers. 

The NHL went to great 
pains to point out the differ- 
ences between itself and the 
extremely profitable National 
Basketball Association' 
(NBA) in light of Thursday's 
no 'lock out. no-strike 
announcement by the NBA 
and its players' union. 

“The NBA arrangement 
preserves a status quo for 
that league that is competf- 
tively and economically 
sound." an NHL statement 
said. 

"The National Hockey 
League has gone from a pro- 
fitable league to one with 
losses approadiing S70 mil- 
lion over the last two seasons. 
To accept a status quo of 


several teams in jeopardy." 

The NFflL has already can- 
celled four games for each 
team from its S4-game regu- 
lar season schedule and furth- 
er cancellations are likely 
with the work stoppage in its 
28th day and no end in sight. 

After the league rejected 
the union's last c6unter- 
pFoposai earlier this month, 
Bettman said the season 
would not begin without a 
collective bar^ning agree- 
ment in place. 

Goodenow met with Bett- 
man Monday in Chicago but 
no progress was reported. 
The union was planning in- 
formational meetings with 
players in Toronto next 
Wednesday. 

Since the NHL's originally 
scheduled Oct. 1 start date, 
154 games had been missed 
through Friday night. 

Meanwhile, several Euro- 
pean NHL players have 
already returned home to 
play for teams in Hnland, the 
Czech Republic. Russia, 
Germany and Sweden. 

And with other _pla]^ 
itching to get bade on the-ice, 
a number of eba^ games 
and toms are taking 

The players* assoaation is 


who defected to U.8. 

MOSCOW (AP) Russia's ■ foreij^ ministry ?'t:-.. 
ordered new passports issued to two ice hockey stars v-rr 
left the Soviet Union illegally to play in America. * 

The move effoctii.ely pardons Alexander Mogiiny 'and 
Sergei Fyodorov, and clears the way for them to lakb pftr* 
in a charity tournament in Russia next iponth'wiih otiiCi 
Russians playing for Ahieijcan teams. . . ' ■ 

Authorities also.said they had dropped criminui chet 
filed against Mogilnywben be (eft the Soviet Union h> 1^' 
while serving in the aimy and playing on an-arny rrfu'i. 

Mogilr^* emigrated to the United States to join n'r-. 
Buffalo »bre$, and Fyodorov left in 1990 to join ;:hi: 
Detroit Red Vfings. Both are now among the higt^s‘,>o::io 
players in the National Hockey League. * 

Vladimir Vinogradov, head. of the foreign ministry'^ 
consular service, ordered the Russian passports ter N- 
issued to the two players. 


sponsoring a three-day 
toornament for charity next 
month in Hamilton, Ontario, 
in which some SO NHL play- 
ers are expected to take part. 

Los Angeles Kings super- 
star Wayne Gretzky said 
Thursday he was planning to 
, lead an all-star soodwill tour 
of Europe m December if 


itimfers are still idled by the 
lodtoat. 

"1 have been pt^ing hocs- 
ey for 30 years and now i um 
not playing and I am frus- 
trated.' I uierally bate it.'* 
Gretzky said. 

A tour o: Russia by ;*u- 
NHL’s Russian-bom stars i--' 
also in tbe works. 


-?<9r roat or sate 

Over 600 square metres each four master bedrooms, 
luxurious reception dirvng, specious kitchen, famity TV 
rooms, guard/driver/maid^aundry/ rooms. First class 
French plumbing. 

Details: Contact owner directly by fax: 821711 
and tel: 816154 during worang hours. * 


An iS)(psri<5nced interior designer to handle interest- 
ing residentiol projects at a reputable architectural 
office. Good financial returns. 


Serious appiicants to call 645425 and 646134/ 
Amman 


On the occasion of . j 

OWATIAN BySlNBSS DEUCAnON, 

Jordanian Electrical Fellows are invited for | 

Bnst i M us and l h L «f es» ta iM i l as I 

JORDAHIAN CHAMBER OS 

COMMERCE, 

Shmeisani Monday October 31. at 4 p 
Croatian Participants: ' . ' 

KONCAR Electrical industries, Zagreo 
ffil. machines, Transformers, Switchgear \ 
Catering Equipment, Engineering)' 

TEP Electrical factories, Zagreb (Lighting, 
Cable Accessories, Panels and- ^rds. 
Installation material) . 

OALEKOVOO, Zagreb (Transmission 
and Lighting Poles and Towers’Ovsrhssc 
Line Accessories) 

For further information you rfiay poniao' ! 

Office of Honourary Representative o! C ' ! 

tian Chamber of 'Economy in JOrdsn -c.. i 
042293, 634EU 1 

Nabatean Travel and Touts, Tel. 6S6992 j 
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Gnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Qnema Tel.: 699238 1 Qnema . Tel.: 677420 

PLAZA 

Tel.: 618274 ^ 618275 

THEATSSE 

Tel.: 67SS71 

Nabii AI Mashini Theatn. 

& Hisham's - Td.: 625ii5 

AMLAJK TH£AmS 

Yus.-aSeS;shA!Cffi£r! ■ 
an; LLl,3is:r.';3'jd 

M Ifelnahsuer 

' (Immigrant) 

Shows: 12J0. 3:30. 6:15. £30. 10:30 

J©ff Faney - Ters Pcfio 

in 

QUICK 

Shows: 12:30. 3J0. 55K). 6:30. 8*J0. lOJO 

Hi 

[^r'Sseiits: 

tbeatr® 

i;, . , V. . i, 

at 10 

For reservatHHi call tel: 
618274^18275 . 

Tedsy A Everyday 
Abu Awwad In social com- 
ed-y 
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BAG” 

Theater close 
Sunoav and Monday 

Presents: 

The political sslirsi 

A! SaSama Ya 
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Christopher stocks up 
^ter Mideast trek 


vCASHINGTON CR) — u.s. 
Pt^idem Bill Clinton re- 
tired on Saturday from a 
tbarathon Middle East tour 
convinced he had ads-nnced 
ihe; peace dialogue and 
appreciating the trust leaders 
. in the region have in Secret- 
^.of State Warren Christ- 
^her. 

! From Mr. Qinton's praise 
ol^Mr. Christopher for his 
work and from the comments 
of other advisers, it seemed 
clear that the president was 
looking at his oft-criticised 
secretary' of state in a new 
Gght — highly regarded in the 
huddle Ease and peiiiaps in- 
dispensable. 

'1^. Clinton led a 69th 
biithday party for Mr. Christ- 
opher aboard the .\ir Force 
Cme president jet on Thurs- 
day and spoke admiringly of 
the man he calls “Chris* — 
who just months ago was in 
trouble and seemed on his 
way out of office because of 
foreign policy mishaps. 

The celebration was on the 
fli^t to Israel from Syria 
after Mr. Clinton held t^ks 
in Damascus with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 .Assad. 

. “It's ob\ious to me going 
to these meetings with aU 
these leaders, including 
Assad, that they trust the 
United States, they trust 
^ris, and they trust what we 
say. and I think that's an 
im'portant thing and enables 
us to keep going forward." he 
said. 

Mr. Christopher bore 
much of the blame for foreign 
pc^icy fumbles, such as over 
Bosnia, that damaged U.S. 
credibility abroad. " 
i But a successful U.S. milit- 
.ary mission to Haiti. Mr. 
Clinton's staring down of Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hus- 
!sein, a nuclear agreement 
.with North Korea and Middle 
;East progress have added 
'(Uo$s to the entire Qinton 
rofeign policv team, includ- 
ing Nlr. Christopher. 

Mr. Gimon since the sum- 
•mer has been known to have 
been in a “wait-and-see" 
;niode on whether to bring in 
;a Kpiacement for Mr. Christ- 
iopher iftt the end of the year, 
mid-poim of his four-year 
;term and traditional time for 
making cabinet changes. 

But rising public approval 
of Mr. Gimon's foreign poli- 
cy may have blunted the need 
to mi^e ,a change. 

Aides say .Mr. Gin ton's 
visit to the Middle East may 
have strengthened the 
chances the secretary should 
stay, particularly at this cru- 
cial juncture when a deal 
between Israel and Syria 
could be a matter of months 
.JW- 

•: {f was not lost on the Gin- 
ton. team that Mr. Cbrist- 
T^Mr's diplomatic skills were 
praised by Israeli and Arab 
leaders alike whom the presi- 
iient visited on a four-day. 
six-country swdng through 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Israel, 
I&wait and Saudi Ajabia. 
-'“He's been very, very in- 
^Ived and will continue to 
be very, very involved. When 
be was ^ven a medal by the 


emir of Kuwait. 1 was very 
struck by the look of affec- 
tion on Uie emir's face. He's 
^ing to keep doing what he's 
doing — a very, very good 
job." said one top offidal. 

Mr. Christopher himself 
was absolutely beaming ab- 
out Middle E^t prospects as 
be parted from Mr. Clinton's 
entourage late on Friday at 
the airport at Hafr Al Batin. 
Saudi Arabia, and left for an 
economic conference in 
‘Casablanca. 

“I'm veiy encouraged," he 
said. “There is momentum." 

Mr. Clinton and his top 
aides saw several advances in 
the process despite some 
publicly expressed doubts in' 
Israel about U.S. claims tiiat 
the Ginton talks with Mr. 
Assad produced “substantive 
progress" on the issues divid- 
ing SvTia and Israel. 

Senior officials said Mr. 
Assad made concessionary 
noises that they will not dis- 
cuss in their role as mediator. 
They insisted Mr. Assad had 
intended to condemn the kill- 
ing of innocents b>' Islamic 
militants at his new^ confer- 
ence with Mr. Ginton. 

But they maintained he 
w*a5 too unsettled by the 
aggressive question chat led 
to his response to express 
this. 

They said their argument 
was backed up by the foct 
that SvTian television broad- 
cast Mr. Ginton's reference 
to Mr. Assad's private conde- 
mnation of innocent deaths in 
their talks. 

A senior 'Vr'hite House offi- 
dal said Israeli doubts re- ; 
ported in Israeli newspapers , 
were n^ot surprising "because | 
any good bar^ner is not ! 
going to look too pleased at 
%e concessions the other side 
might make, because that's 
simply not the way our bar- 
gain. ''' 

U.S. officials credit Mr. 
Ginton’s ability to develop 
trusting personal rela- 
tionships with tiiese leaden 
as one reason why progress 
can be made. .As m example 
qf this even-handed 
approach, they cite his 
s^ech to Jordan's Parlia- 
ment Wednesday night when 
he condemned Islamic ex- 
tremism but said .America re- 
spects the religion of Islam. 

“The fact is chat ^pecially 
in the Middle East, p^rson^ 
relationships among the lead- 
ers matter hugely more than 
any other region." one senior 
omcial said. 

Does this mean Mr. Gin- 
ton will become his own shut- 
tle diplomat? 

“I would be very, very 
surprised if he ever did do 
shuttle diplomacy because 
that's not what presidents 
do." one top aide. 

“Bud what is clear is that 
at critical moments, e^ecial- 
ly in this region, presidential 
involvement is veiy, very im- 
portant, and 1 would expea 
to see him at critical moments 
— I don't know how yet — 
intervening, using these per- 
sonal relationships, trying to 
cut deals," he said. 



Israeli soldier killed, 
15 injured in Lebanon 


M.ARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — An Israeli sol- 
dier was killed and six more 
wounded in a bomb attack by 
Hizbollah fighters in South 
Lebanon on Saturday, secur- 
ity sources said. 

Eight civilians and a guer- 
rilla 'were also wounded in 
the fighting, which erupted as 
Hizbollah launched a wide- 
ranging attack on Israeli 
troops ^d their provy South 
Lebanon Army (SL.A ) militia 
in the "secunty zone" along 
the border. 

The bomb was set off os an 
eight-man army unit arrived 
to recover a {fosition which 
had been captured and then 
abandoned by the euerrillas. 

The group sar3 it had 
attacked" five positions held 
by the “Israeli enemy and its 
agents" in a flare-up a day 
after U.S. President Bill Gii{- 
Ton ended a .Middle East tour 
aimed at pushing forward the 
peace process. 

"Our fighters stormed 
their position at Dabshe," on , 
the edge of the "security 
zone", killed and wounded 
"those who were inside, and 
raised Hizbollah fiags." a 
Hizbollah spokesman said in 
Beirut. 

He added that a bomb 
attack on reinforcements sent 
to recapture the position had 
left eight Israeli casualties. 
Israel denied that the post 
had been captured. 

The security sources said 
• Hizbollah had planted the' 
bomb and then waited for the 
Israelis to arrive before set- 
ting it off. 


Hizbollah, which is sup- 
ported ty Syria and fiercely 
opposes the peace process, 
said it had launched the op- 
eration in protest at Arab 
“capitulation" and in revenge 
for Israeli shelling which kil- 
led six civilians last week. 

SL.A sources said five 
Israeli soldiers were wounded 
when their hilltop post at Ali 
Taher on the edge of the 
Israel-held zone in South 
Lebanon came under 
machinegun and anti-tank 
rocket fire from guerrillas. 

One of the wounded 
Israelis died later, they 
added. He was the first 
Israeli death since Aug. 29 
when a soldier was killed by 
guerrillas. 

The sources said a 
Lebanese villager died of se- 
vere' wounds inflicted bv 
Israeli shelling. An Israeli- 
aJlied militiaman, a guerrilla 
and six civilians were wound- 
ed. 

The eruption of fighting 
followed a lull during Mr" 
Clinton's visit to Svria on 
Thursday. 

"The resistance has been a 
very low-key mode since the 
beginning of September with 
attacks only against the SLA. 
Today's exchanges were 
fierce and covert a wide 
area." an independent secur- 
ity source in South Lebanon 
told Reuters. 

“The restraint, either self- 
impoKd or suggested or a 
combination of both, was so 
that the Clinton visit would 
not deviate from its main 
course,” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


ADC testifies to U.N. on anti-Arab racism 

WASHINGTON (Spedal) — In an unprecedented move, 
•the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 
lADQ has pr^ented testimony to the United Nations on 
' Oa. 13 regarding anti-Arab radsm in the United States. 
The repon was submined to the United National ^dal 
rapporteur on racism by ADC President Candace Lightner. 
This is tiie first occarion that the United Nations has 
incltided input from Arab organisations in its research into 
racism. The ADC present^ information on numerous 
types of anti-j^b discrimination including: Anti-Arab bias 
in education, including teachers perpeniating negative 
stereotypes and the institutional communication of radsm 
via textbooks; anti-Arab racism in the media through 
consistent negative portrayals which have encouraged a 
climate of suspidon and distrust towards Arab-Americans; 
(fiscrimination against Arabs in immigration matters, in- 
cluding the security screenings by international airline 
which continue unchecked by the U.S. government; bias in 
the federal government itself, induding discriminatory 
questioning the ^I of Arab-Americans; ethnic and 
politically-motivated acts of discrimination and violence 
^penally during times of political tension in the Middle 
East; crimes against Arab-American merchants and the 
•lack of effort by law enforcement offidaJs to protea 
merchants in the* immigrant community. As a result of 
j^Cs partidpation. the United Nations will now include 
•Arab-Americans as a community targened for radsm. 

'Policemsm shot dead in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Suspected Muslim militants shot dead a 
policeman in the troubled Minya province of southern 
■Egypt on Saturdav, police said. Ahmad Ashur Sayyed was 
•killed on his wav to work in Malawi. 300 kilometres south 
of Ouro. The assailants fled. Minya province has become ■ 
the main stronghold of the underground Al Gamaa AI, 
'Islamiyah since August, after a police crackdown in 
•neighbouring Assiut. More than 475 people have been 
Idlled since Islamic militants declared war on the sec^ 
government of President Hosiu Mubarak m March 1?^. 

Sarid to attend conference in Tunisia 

TEL A'V'IV (R) Environment Minister Yossi Sarid will 

become the first Israeli minister to pay an offidal visit to 
Tunisia when he leaves on Sunday to attend a conference 
there on the fnture of the Mediterranean, his s^kemM 
said. "Sarid is the fiist Israeli minister to visit Tunisia by 
official invitation from Ins Tunisian rounrerpart, Moham- 
■med Mehdi Mlika.” spokesman Moshe Horowitz said on 


Saturday. Although Israel and Tunisia have no diplomatic 
ties, several IsraeU ministers have visited the country since 
the Jewish state's peace deal last year with the Palestine 
IJberation Organisation, headquartered in Tunis, kraeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres flew to Morocco on Friday 
to preside over the opening of an Israel liaison office in 
Rabat. Morocco is opening a similar office in Tel Aviv. 

Yemen government spends winter in Aden 

ADEN (R) — Yemen will shortly move government and 
law-making bodies from Sanaa to Aden, stronghold of 
separatists beaten in this year's civil war, after declaring the 
southern port the winter capital, officials said on Saturday. 
Making Aden the winter capital is seen by political sources 
as an attempt to rehabilitate the city, which bore the brunt 
of fighting in the two-month civil war that ended in July, 
and as a gesture of good will to southern Yemenis. Aden 
was the capital of South Yemen before it merged with the 
North in 1990. The union fell apart this year when southern 
secessionists led by former Vice-President Ali Salem Al 
Beidh rebelled. Forces loyal to President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh captured Aden on July 7, ending the war. It was not 
clear when the government would move back to Sanaa, in 
northern Yemen. 

Sudanese held for trading in kidneys 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian police on Saturday arrested a 
Sudanese man for arranging sales of human kidneys from 
hard-up Sudanese men and women to wealthy Gulf Arabs, 
security sources said. They said 36-year-old Habib 
Gamaleddin forged leners from the Egyptian doctors* 
syndicate authorising Cairo hospitals to remove kidneys 
"^/olunteer" donors and give them to the ailing 
recipients. In one operation, Mr. Gamaleddin was paid 
10,000 Egyptian pounds (about S3,00Q) by a Saudi Arabian 
woman. The Sudanese woman donor received just 2.000 
pounds (about S600) for her kidney, the sources said. 

Bomber injured in attack on Istanbul mosque 

ANKARA (AFP) — A man was injured when the bomb he 
was planting in the courtyard of Istanbul's historic Suleima- 
niyeh mosque blew up on Saturday, the Turkish Anatolia 
agency reported. The agency named the victim as Savas 
Ceiin,*25. and said he was canying the explosi'«e device in a 
bag. Suffering a leg injuiy he was arrested in a nearby 
carpark while Dying to escape, the agency said. 'I^e 
sixteenth century "mosque, built for Suleiman the Magnifi- 
cent, is one of Istantml's most visited tourist sites. On 
Friday in the western Turkey town of Izmir one person was 
killed and 42 injured in a bomb attack. 


Zeroual pursues political track; 
army vows to destroy militants 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
rian President Liamine 
Zeroual pursued talks Satur- 
day to end Che Islamic ex- 
tremist gu&rrillas war as the 
army cmef vowed to crack 
dow^ on armed gangs fight- 
ing the regime. 

Officials said Mr. Zeroual 
held talks with representa- 
tives of six political parties, 
includ ing th e Socialist Forces* 
Front (I^) and the Rally for 
Culture and Democracy 
(RCD). which have been 
boycotting talks with the gov- 
ernment. 

The aim was to assess prog- 
ress in finding a political solu- 
tion to the conflia, which 
began after the January 1^2 
cancellation of a general elec- 
tion the now outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation From (FIS) 
was poised to win, but offi- 
cials gave no further de rails . 

No member of the former 
sole ruling National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN), which be- 
gan its war of independence 
from France 40 years ago 
next Tuesday, attended the 
calks on Samrday. officials 
said. 

The FLN instead issued a 
statement calling on the gov- ' 
ernment to renounce its 
“policy of confrontation and 
eradication" against the 
Islamists and to annul all 
emergency legislation. 

It demanded “the total im- 
plementation of the constitu- 
tion in regard to the exercise 
of power and respea for indi- 
vidual and collective human 
rights. 

The army chief of staff. 


General Mohammad Lamaii, 
however, cited “respea for 
the bonstitution” as a basis 
for the battle against “back- 
ward and obscurantist forces, 
traitors to the nation and to 
Islam." 

In a message to the armed 
forces published in the miUi- 
ary review £1 Djeicb, Gen. 
L^ari said that he was con- 
vinced that the army '^U 
find all the neoess^ energy 
to persevere in its action 
against the criminals and law- 
1^, foithless adventurers." 

He stressed that the milit- 
ary, which has been the back- 
bone of Algerian regimes 
since independence in 1962, 
was “profoundly republican” 
and believed in “strong and 
democratic institutions” and 
duly elected govemmem. 

*The army of about 140,000 
men is in the front line of the 
war against the Islamic 
groups, which has daimed 
10,000 lives between Febru- 
ary 1991 and December 1993, 
according to an official toll.' 

Gashes and the murder of 
many scores of dvilians. par- 
ticularly journalists, doaois, 
teachers and other intellec- 
tuals; have continued un- 
abated this year. More than 
60 foreigners accused by ex- 
tremists of cooperating with 
the government have been 
Idlled. 

A fonner imam and man- 
ber of the ruling council of 
Che FIS. Sheikh Ali Ayia, 
appeared at length on Alge- 
rian television on Friday and 
denounced the methods of 
the armed gangs, whom he 


described as “thieves, criinin- 
als and traitors.” 

The former prayer leader 
of the mosque in an eastern 
Algiers suburban area, Les 
Dunes, said be bad been kid- 
napped by an armed gang 
almost two months ago and 
escaped two weeks agp. 

Sheikh Ayia said be had 
been forced to sign a “warn- 
ing to jonznahsts” wtrid was 
^ven in Aogusc to the direc- 
tor of tte magazine Horo- 
scope. Biabim Taoudiiciiet, 
who was briefly abducted and 
then freed the Islamic 
Salvation Army, armed wing 
of the FIS. 

“I had a sawn-off shotgun 
against my temjrfe and a knife 
at throat,” the imam said. “I 
swear by God that these peo- 
ple know nothing of Islam 
nor even how to say their 
prayers properly.” 

“All they know of the 
Sharia is thn>at-catting,” he 
added. 

Earlier Friday, the two 
leaders of the F7S, Abassi 
Madani and Ali Belhadj. cal- 
led for an end to house arrest 
and “total freedom” in order 
to help end the violence. 

In tiieir first poblic state- 
ment since the military- 
backed government fre^ 
them from jail on ^pt. 13. 
they called for total ii^dom 
to find “a legal and just solu- 
tion to 'oring the country out 
of crisis.” 

They were convicted of 
state security ofiences in June 
1992 and sentenced to 12 
years in prison. 


Papers 
feud over 
Mahfouz 
novel 


CAIRO (R) — A battle has 
broken out among E^tian 
newspapers for the right -to 
serialise a controversial novel 
by Nobel Laureate Naguib 
Mahfouz which was banned 
for 35 years because of 
charges by religious leaders it 
insults Islam. 

Mr. Mahfouz, the only 
.Arab to win the Nobel Prize 
for literature, was stabbed 
and seriously wounded two 
weeks ^o by suspected Mus- 
lim militants. 

To celebrate his recovery. 
Al Ahraro. newspaper, claim- 
ing exclusive nghts to tiie 
novel, said in a front page 
article on Saturday it would 
serialise “Children of Gaba- 
lawi," despite a religious ban 
which has yet to be lifted. 

But it said it may wait until 
“a suitable time for objective 
and deliberate reading of this 
symbolic work,” suggesting 
clashes between the govern- 
ment and Islamists were not 
the right background against 
which to air the book's reli- 
gious themes. 

Other papers have jumped 
straight in. Al Ahali news- 
paper stole a lead on 
Wolnesday by publishing a 
first instalment, and the 
evening newspaper Missa has 
plac^ advertisements saying 
it too will start publication of 
the book on Saturday, 

Al Ahram printed what it 
said was a handwritten agree- 
ment tsy the author in hospit- 
al a week ago, giving the 
paper exclusive rights. It said 
it would take legal action 
against any other attempts to 
publish without Mr. 
Mahfouz's permission. 

Egyptian writers, while 
welcoming the scramble to 
publish a book they' say 
should never have been ban- 
'Hed, say they feared the row 
was turning Mr. Mahfouz 
into a government puppet in 
its campaign against fun- 
damentalist Muslim mili- 
tants. 

“The accident Mahfouz 
has been through has been 
turned into propaganda for 
the government,” said novel- 
ist Radwa Ashour. 

“All the officials went to 
visit him to show they are for 
culture and for literature. 
Now government newspapers 
are trying the same foing,” 
she said. 

Al Azhar. the highest Isla- 
mic author!^ in Egrot, has 
banned “Children of Gabala- 
wi” on grotmds that it offends 
Islam by including charaaers 
clearly representing God and 
Che prophets. 

“The ban still stands, no- - 
thing has changed.” an Azhar 
official who declined to be 
named told Reuters. 

The book. wTitten in 1959, 
is an allegorical description of 
life in a poor quarter of 
Cairo, drawing stron^y ftom 
Biblical and Koranic figures. 


Kuwaitis move faster than 
Saudis on ties with Israel 


DUBAI (.AFP) — President 
Bill Ginton’s Gulf visit pro- 
duced a Kuwaiti commitmet 
to have relations with Israel 
once Middle East peace is 
achieved, but Saudi Arabia 
remained vague on the issue. 

Mr. Clincon's swing 
through the Gulf at the end 
of the Middle East tour was 
partly aimed at encouraging 
the two states to join the 
peace bandwagon. 

His talks Friday with 
Kuwait's enur, Sheikb Jaber 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah, and 
later with Saudi King Fahd 
covered the prospects of 
opening ties with Israel, a 
diplomatic source in the re- 
gion said. 

Sheikh Jaber, in the 
clearest such statement from 
a Gulf Arab state , said he 
would work toward having 
diplomatic ties wi± Israel “as 
soon as the peace process is 
finished successfully.” 

The Saudi leadership re- 
newed its support for the 
peace process — but made no 
commitment on nonnal rela- 
tions with Israel. 

An American diplomat 
said that Kuwait, heavily de- 
pendent for protection from 
the United States because of 
the Iraqi threat, would be 
more ready to opening ties 
with U.S.-ally Israel. 

A senior Kuwaiti official 


who requested anonymity 
told AFP Friday that 
"Kuwait is ready to have 
diplomatic relations with 
Is^l. But we're waiting for 
Syria,” 

Talks between Syria and 
Israel have stalled over the 
extent and conditions of an 
Israeli withdrawal fr^ the 
Golan Heights it captured in 
1967. 

“The peace process looks 
like a train, our carriage can- 
not overtake the others, but 
we will all end up in Tel 
Aviv,” the offidal added. 

Mr. Ginton, in the joint 
press conference with the 
emir, thanked Kuwait for 
helping in getting its Gulf 
Cooperation Council part- 
ners — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates — 
to lift the boycott of com- 
panies dealing with Israel on 
Sept. 30. 

“By helping lead the way 
to end the ix^fcon of Israel, 
Kuwait is saying let us dose 
the door on cte jiast,” the 
U.S. president sard. 

By contrast. King Fahd 
only agr^ to pledge that he 
will continue to help efforts 
to bring about a peace aesty 
between Israel and the two 
holdouts in the. Middle Fa-gt 

(CmiCiiiiied on 7) 


Hassan n urges French 
tolerance of headscarves 


PARIS (R) — King Hassan 
of Morocco pleaded on 
Saturday for French toler- 
ance as the Paris government 
pledged to enforce a ban on 
girls wearing Islamic heads- 
carves in state schools. 

The monarch, a leading 
voice in the Muslim commun- 
ity, urged France not to 
brand pupils wearing heads- 
carves as fundamentalists 
“with knives between thdr 
teeth.” 

The king, entering a row 
on such headgear in two in- 
terviews published on Satur- 
day. accused France of being 
the European country least 
open to other culnir^ and 
languages. 

France pledged on Friday 
to enforce a ban on Islamic 
headscarves in secular state 
schools which it sees as a sign 
of repression of women and 
of dangerous Muslim fun- 
damentalism. The girls say 
they are part of tradition^ 
dress. 

“■Why make out (the 
headscarves affair) to be 
something diabolical? be- 
cause some people wanted to 
see it as a sysmbol of fiiq- 
damentalism," the monarch 
told the daily Liberation. 

''But some of these 
(youngsters) only want to 
stand out, like skinheads 
some others are obeying 
ignorant parents who listen to 
an imam preaching nonsense 
who knows nothing of the 
real teachings of Islam,” he 
said. 


As little as 15 years ago, he 
smd, it was inconceivable in 
France for a woman to enter 
a church without covering her 
head and wearing a decent 
skirt. 

Twenty-five students have 
been expelled from France's 
state schools, inclu^.ing 17 
from a high school in Lille in 
northern France this week, 
since the government .rrack^ 
down on religious fun- 
damentalism in schools last 
month. 

In a separate interview 
with the weekly Le Point, 
King Hassan said that every- 
thing depended on the state 
of mind of the young woman 
who wore the 'headscarf. 

If I was the French State, I 
would be justified in being on 
my guard if wearing them 
became almost a general rule 
and no longer a personal or 
isolated aa by 10 or IS young 
girls. 

“But to think that those 
who wear a scarf can the next 
day have a knife between 
their teeth is going too far,” 
he said. 

According to the French 
education ministry, $60 
young women wear Islamic 
heads^rves, out of some 
ISO.OOO to 200,(X)0 Muslim 
schoolgirls in the countiv. 

Orders to state schools 
from conservative Education 
\finisrer Francois Sayrou are 
to bar “ostentious religious 
symbols” from dassrooms. 
Most French liberals back the 



Ex-navy pilot 
awarded $1.65m 
fn sex case 

LAS' VEGaS (R) — FocBUf 
U.S. N«y Lietaenaia Faait' . 
Coughlm, the first woniaa to - 
comply '"to ^ 

harassed at « 1991 
cosventioQ, was awarded . 
$1.65 oaSlkm in coopease- 
tory damages FrkS^ agMiR. 
the hotel where the event was 
held and its paxes ooin|^. 
That sum could be tziplfid 
when the jury m the case 
which navy ooosidefs 


..ionday. More than 
wmxien. indading Lt. Congfc * 
lin , were alleged to have been 
groped and sexsaQy molested 
as they ran a g ai^ I cr d 
dnznkeo pQois is a third 
floor hallway of die Las 
'Vegas Hiitoa dnrise the 
annual meeting of the • 
Tailbook Association of ■ 
Navy and Maxine Aviators mi. 
SepL 7, 1991. The assodef 
tion's name stems from tbev'.- 
device used to snag 
landing on axrciaft carriers. A 
federal jury in Las Vttis' 
Friday found that the Lm 
Vegas Hilton was D^igent m 
its seco^ arrangements. Lt 
Owighifn deefined to com- 
ment to repoiters box her 
lawyer, Dennis SchoviUe, 
said: “I'm very gratified that 
the jury has vinracated Paitia 
Coughlin and justice has 
been served. 1 look forward 
to presenting the pomtive. 
phase to the jury Monday.” 

Coins in Trevi 
Fountain are up 
for grabs 

ROME (AP) — The coins in 
the Trevi F^tain, tossed by 
tourists wishing to return to 
the eternal dty, may be up 
for i^bs. A Ro^ court bm 
acqm'tted a man chvged wrlfa 
qeatmg 170 cc^ from the 
founcain, raimg that tiie dlQr 
gcftermnent has no owb- 
ecs4dp rr^ts. n<m» reports 
said Friday. The coiiis have 
been cofieoed on an iireg^dar 
basis by the dty and ninwd 
over as diarity to tiie Red • 
Ooss. The court, in its deci- 
sion, said the coins can 
packed up by anyone — 
authorities or private 
citizens. La Repnbblica 
newspaper said. Many tour- 
ists take part in the option 
of tossing a emn over thdr 
shoulders into the 18th- 
century fountain to assure 
their return to Rcxne. 

Former Indian 
minister’s 
daughter 
alleges torture 
over dowry 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
dao^ter of a former TnrKwg 
minister and a relative d 
assassinated Premier Rajiv 
Gandhi has accused her bus-, 
band, the sdon of a shippii^ 
magnate, of torturing her for 
more dowry, newspapers said 
Saturday. Radhika Tikoo,' 
dau^ter-in-Iaw of London-' 
bas^ multimillionaire Ravi 
Tikoo, filed arinunal diarges 
agai^ husband Vikram in a 
special police unit 
with dowry-related crimes 
here Friday, they said. She 
^eged in a 16-page report, 
filed with the Crimes Against 
Women Cell that her hus- 
band beat ber, called her a 
“fat b..ch,” broke her am 
and took away the jewellery 
gjven by her parents. 
alleged mental and {i^ysical 
torture was for more dowry, 

the Times of India quoted her 
as saying. She has also filed 
for divoTcc. The Tlkoos. both 
in their thirties, were married 
m 1988 at a society we dd ing 
here attended by 
heavyweight politicians, iii- 
du^aJisis, film stars ai^ 
soaalites. They lived in the 
Umted States but returned to 
Tndia m 1992, setting up 
home in a plush country 
tense outside Delhi, near a 
tern belonging to slain Prime 
Mimmr Rajiv Gandhi — a 
wusin of Radhifca's father 
Arun Nehru. Mr. Nehru a 
tonfidaat of Mr. Gan- 
Oui and a 

’ light-lipped 
about the affair. ••Siwi fte 
“h-j“dioe, r would 
°°.t to comment/^ he 
said Ukoos were un- 
'ottnient. 
“ttore and 
death are emiy connnon in 
haJia, with d^te, aiiaiw 

parents wfi^S 


aoivists, womens groups . 
reformers have 

mil prevalent across i 




